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Appnuss 3 70 THE First cornrT Ti OF TIL: GLIVR.L ASSEMBLY 


By Abdullahi Issa, Royrosontative of tho Sonmli Dologetion | 


Mr, Chairman, Honourable | lez burs s. 

Tho colegation of the Somali Youth League wishes to oxpress its gratitude to 
the Honouralilo Mo:abors of the Cormittco for oxtonding to us the priviloge of making 
oe final statcuont . Because only a fow minutes havo Youn allocated to us to delivor 
this atatonont, wo are compelled to submit in writing a supplonentary roport sotting 

_  farth tho dotails of this concluding statozont which is of vital importance to our 
COWL LY « ; 

At the outsot, wo should like to remind the Honourable Monbers of the Comattec 
of tho ost important point of the question, This is that the Gonoral ..ssenbly is” 
not only confronted with the nocossity of maldny decisions in regard to the alloca 
tion of vust territories known a5 the former Italian cvlonios, but iust also dctcr- 
mins the fete of millions of human boings inhabiting these territorics and the futur 
of their descendants as well, The Honourable Re, wesontative of thie philippine Re- 
public has pointed out this fundanental point during his speech of 3re May, 1919. 

‘nother fundauental point is that this question +s not only concerned with the 
inhabitants of the furuer Itelion colonics but clso with the whols native populctio 
of .frica as well as with the peoples in dopendent countries over oll the world. 
These peuvples, whose oyos aro open todsy and who place such grout faith and conufiue: 
4n the United Nations, are watching in ordor, to sco what the decision of this tcst 
case “ill be, 

For reasons already exploined, we are’ unable to include in this brief statement 
details in refutation to what has been stateca oy the representatives uf the so-call 
Sonia Conforenco and a non-oxistine warty which appoarea before the Camittce as 
the Mijertain Progrossive Loarus,. Fortunately, the world now recognises , from sc 
oxperionce, the role of tho Quislings and the Levals and, therefore, sh ould not be 
surprised or unduly alariod to sco that Sonaliland too has its traitors. limy Quis- 
linzs anc Levals havo alrvady roccivud justice fron their om poople. Had the ad= 
rinistration of ‘Sonalilund boun in tho hands of tho Somelic, cur Quislings and Lave. 
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would already have recvived oqual justice, 

s to vur incisputadle right to represout our country aid our ;cople, the 
dgnourable Na. ibers of the Gamwruttce may ascertain fron tne report of the Four Poror 
Jorzuission of Investigation, That roport reveals that the overwhulmaing winjority of 
tho inhavitanta of Sormmlia support tho proyraa of the Leacue while the prograa of 
the varties adhering to the soecalloud Saualia Conferunce, advocating tlic restoration 
of Itelicn aduinistration, has no support whatsoover, 

Despitu this clear prvof, sume hasrbers of the Comittee have statcd that the 
views oxresseud by the different rovresentatives of the ns tive inhabitants arc cone 
flicting anc widely cividec, Perhaps these Non surs consider oy traitor who cviics 

ore in order tu scll his cowitry ond people for a fow shillings is a represcnt:tive 
of his people, The traitors fron Somaliland are far more interested in receiving 
eight years back pay duv to thu as ux=sorvicenant thai in the welfare of the people 
of Saualia, Italy hes issued formal yranise to grant edant years back pay to all 
| ov-sorviconunt in case Somalia is returned to hur. 

5 Representatives of the truc interests of Somalia ami the Soutlis, we should 
Like te eo press our prescnt views in re gard to the future disposé a1 of our country an 
people, Wo ask the Gonyga} wssuitly ty proclaia the immediate inde encence of Yor: 
Before foreiza invasion and yartition, the Sormlis cnjoyed their indezencence snd 
nanared their affairs in their ew way and in accordance with their tracitional losl. 
culture, 

Talay, ofter alncst sixty yours: uf forvcion duination ant partition, the Somalis 

in Sostlia as well as other Sgolilan's coaserve their nether, tengue--the Somali 
Iencuarce— am. their traditdanal Mohanmecan faith » culture ant CUSstOLis » 

Wc realize quite well thit wo are bounce to tus dceision of the General .sscubly. 
“tf in the wisdon of the Honourable Haibers of the ssscuvly it is considered best to 
place Sowalia uncer the Internationel Trusteeship Syste, we do nut raise objection 
on such decision PROVIDED that the restoration of “talicn acrinistration in ay fern 
vr ‘cuise an! cven as & Trustes unicr the supervision of the United Navions be cole 
plituly excluced, 

In such casc, our preference in rogard to the future acministration or our 
couitry is a direct United Nations Jadunietrationfiir a "short ~crivd" leading the 
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Somalis to conploto indoponionce. to should like to make quite clear that the tern 
"short poriod" docs not, in ony woy and for any roasun, excved the naxdiun of ten 
yours, 

At the sane tine, wo leave the door open for a Nghort period" of collective 
or dingle aduinistration wnior the supervision of tho Unitod Nations PROVIDED that 
in cither case Italy bo cxcluden ant providod that the term "snort period" docs not 
cxeoed the maximum of tea years after which Somlia will be granted cunplcty iiudo- 
porcence, 

In case of ny Trustoeship acdinistration, Ww ask the .ssenbly vo proclain tho. 
partial indlopentence of Sonalia, This systun will cnable the Sonualis to take over 
drrediately tho jnbornal adainistration of their own country while the task of the 
Adauinistoring .uthority choson Will reaain mainly that of cxtoernal and tochnical 
assistwc0c 0. 

again, wo appoal to yOu, gontlonen, not to sacrifico our people on the altar 0, 
political barzainin,: and oxpodicney. again, we xapeal to you to be guided by the 
principlo laic down intho Poace Treaty and by the principles oubodied in the Chart 
of the United Notions, | 

We have ropoatocly stated that our people prefer death rather than return ogal: 
un.er Italien rule, Wo have informec you that the Sonclis will resist acainst the 
resotration of Italian acauinistration of Aly kind even at the price of conplote 
extermination, | 

In concluding ow stataicnt, wo beg to urge the assuribly to hand dow an corly 
“and fair Gocision during the present scssion, if at Ul possible, Ve agi this 

- because of the deplorable situation existing in Somalia caused by tho continuation 
of the present temporary rilitary aduinistration since February, 1941. 


Thank you, Mr, Chairuan. Thank you, Honvurable Lignburs 


May 9, 1949 
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FOR RELEASE: 
DEFEAT OF COLONIAL PLAN 
| HAILED BY WALTER WHITE May 19, 1949 

NEW YORK, May 19, Defeat of the Anglo~Italian proposal for 
partition of the former Italian colonies among Britain, France, Italy 
and Ethiopia was hailed as a “victory for human freedom" by Walter 
White, secretary of the National Assaciation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, : 

The plan, devised by Foreign Ministers Bevin of Britain and Sforza 
of Italy, was narrowly defeated on May 18 during the olosing hours of 
the spring session of the General Assembly of United Nations at Flushing 
Meadow, The proposal would have divided the administration of Libya. 
among Britain, Italy and France, It would have restored Italian ad- 
ministration to Somaliland and would have permitted Ethiopia to annex 
the major part of Eritrea, — | 

The decisive vote on the Libyan dasue was cast by Haiti, whose 
delegate, Emile Baint~Loy, made an eloquent plea for the rejection of 
the Anglo-Italian proposal, Haiti broke with the ‘other Latin-American 
countries to support the Soviet, Asiatio and Arab blocs in opposition 
to the position taken by Britain, France and the United States, | 

The NAACP has advocated a United Nations trusteeship for all of 
the former Italian colonies with a guarantee of national independence 
within ten years, Serving as a consultant to the American delegation 
at the Paris session last fall, Mr. White rallied support for this 
position among other non-governmental consultants and among the dele- 
gations of the member nations, 

Throughout the spring session which adjourned this week, the 
Apsociation actively supported the representatives of the Somali Youth 
League and the Libyan representatives in their ourrently successful 
efforts to prevent restoration of ‘Italian rule, At a conference of 
national organizations, called by the NAACP, a declaration was adopted 


on April 8 which strongly urged the State Department "to support an . 
40th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Los Angeles, California, July 12-17, 1949 inclusive . 
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International Trusteeship under the UN for all the former Italian 
colonies," . 

Prior to the final vote in the General Absembly, Roy Wilkins, 
NAACP assistant secretary, and Henry Lee Moon, director of public 
relations, Joined the Somali and Libyan representatives in a series of 
conferences with delegations of nations which had abstained from voting 
On the issue in the First Committee. The vote in that committee on May 
13 upheld the Anglo-Italian proposal, Haiti, which had abstained from 
voting then, voted against the. proposal in the General Assembly and 
insured ite defeat, 

"The defoat of the Bevin-Sforza deel," Mr, White said ina state~ 
ment made publio today, "is a victory for human freedom, While the 
final disposal of the former Italian colonies remains unsettled, the 
action of the General Assembly sustains the hone of colonial peoples 
for a just settlement in the spirit and letter of the United Nations 
Charter and the Treaty of Peace with Italy, The treaty provides that 
the disposal of these landa shall be made '4n light of the wishes and 
welfare of the inhabitants and interests of peace and seourity.' The 
inhabitants of these lands made it clear that they would resist with 


force the restoration of Italian control in any form,® 
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a SOMALI LEADER THANKS yb Cr lor 
NAACP FOR AID AT UN May 26, 1949 
NEW YORK, May 26.—— In a letter of thanks addressed to Dr, Louis 
T, Weight, chairman of the NAACP. board of directors, Abdullahi Isea, 
spokesman for the delegation of the Somali Youth League, expressed 
“deepest gratitude for the kind and dnvaluable assistance received from 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, with- 
out which the delegation would have faced insurmountable difficulties.*® 
Mr, Iasa, who together with Ali Noor represented the inhabitants 
of Somaliland, came to New York to submit a petition to and appear 
before sessions of the United Nations in protest against the proposed 
return of his country to Italian administration. The delegation was 
aided in these efforts by Walter White, Roy Wilkins and other members 
of the NAACP steff. | 
Noting that restoration of Italian control has been temporarily . 
blocked through defeat of the Bevin-Sforza plan, Mr. Issa pointed out 
that settlement was merely postponed until the September session of 
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the General Assembly of the United Nations, “We have no doubt," he 
concluded, "hat the NAACP will continue its uncompromising fight for 
the freedom of aspiring subject peoples like ourselves, Tho continuing 
Support of the NAACP is vital to the fulfillment of the national 
aspirations of all such peoples,® 
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HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGH INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES 

Tho UN and its specializod agencies have made little progress to 
date in promoting rospoct for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

‘ , One principal reason therefor is inhorent in the Charter itself. -irti- 
Cle 2, parzrx.pvh 7 provides: “Notaing containeé ln tas prosert. 0 utre 
ter shall authorizs the Unitea Nations to invervene in’ matcers .«.och 
are essentially within the domestic jurlsdiction of any state," 

Consequontly, the Union of South. Africa has been able to prevent 
any effective action by the UN to stop discrimination against Indians ; 
colored people @nd Natives in tho Union. The United States, for ex- 
ample, cannot vote for such effoctive action, for then, our governmont 
could not logically deny the right of the UN to stop lynching, segre- 
gation and other inequalities suffered by minorities here. 

The Union of South Africa symbolizes the defiance of even the 
weak power of the UN to promote respect for human rights and fundce 
mental freedoms. The Union of South Afrioa plans to incorporate South~ 
West Africa as a fifth province so that it can, without effective 
challenge, maltreat the non-whites of Souta-West Africa in the same 
way that the non-whites of the Union are néltreatcd. 

The Union of South Africa has further takon a stand against - 
fnuman rishts by abstaining from signing the 
Aniversal Declaration of Human Rights. lirse Roosevelt told a group of 
delegetes of organizations interosted in U.S. foreign policy at a met~ 
ing at the State Department why the Union abstained from signing. The 
delegate from the Union stated in the Commission on Human Rights: 
"There are certain people in the Union who neither now nor ever will 
have these rights applied to them.” He later told Mrs, Roosevelt that 
the Natives were “children,” 

By one of thoso strange coincidences that seem to suggest a 
divine providenco, newspapers carried the story on the sane day that 
Mrs. Roosovelt had made her statement of the rioting . by the Natives 
against the Indians in the Union. My guess is that one reason why the 
Natives were so wild in their attack on the Indians is that they were 
giving vent to the anger which they dared not display against the 
Europeans,. 

There is further danger to human rights and fundamental freedoms 
in the region north of tho Union of South Africa. Southern Rhodesia, 


Northern Rhodesia and Kenya are secking self-government. A spokesman 
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for the State Department conaeded that one of the reasons for this 
movement toward self-government is the desire to follow in the foot- 
steps of the Union of South Africa. When the two Rhodesias and Kenya 
becone self-governing, they, too, oan declare that there are 'bertain 
people” who neither now nor ever will have the universal Declaration 
of Human Richts applied to them. Moreover, one nicht well ask whe she 
future of Ftutondia would De Lf trera wero a souid bisck of "Aa. .c 
suprenecy” rations 3iretching from th. Cape of Good Hope to Ethiopia. 

Human rights ard fundamen: 1 * ~ecjons are also greatly in danger 
in the former Italian colonies 1: ‘.trica. Article 2 of Annex ll to 
the Treaty of Pesce with Italy provides that the final disposition of 
the colonies shall be determined by the wishes and welfare of the 
Native inhcbitants and by considerations of peace and security. Arti- 
Cle 3 provided that in the event that a settlement had not been made 
within one year of the siming of the Treaty, the matter should be 
referred to the General assembly for final settlement. 

‘Unfortunately, Article 3 does not repeat the words of Article a 
about the "wishes and welfare of the Native inhabitants." I, for one, 
om convinced that any settlement by the General ..ssembly which does 
not take into consideration the twishes and welfare of the Native ‘ 

_ inhabitants" will violate the spirit of Annex XI. 

But the General «zssenbly at its last meeting gave scant heed to 
this consideration, Even tnose who are most enthusiastic in support 
of the UN have recognized that power politics dictated the attempt to 
distribute the former Italian colonies. For example, two delegates 
from Italian Somaliland presented a petition against making Italy 
trustee for Italian Somaliland, Nevertheless, almost two-thirds of 
the menbers of the General Assembly voted to make Italy the sole 
trustee for Italian Somaliland. 

The significance of the failure of the General Assembly by the 
nerrowest wargin to give Italy a foothold in her former Italian 
colonies goes far beyond this issue alone. We have been taught to erxr- 
peot that the old game of power politics would be played in the Secur- 
ity Council, But we have been urged to look upon the General Assembly 
as the "sounding board of the articulate conscience of mankind," We 
have beon asked to believe that the international morals of the smaller 
powers were of a higher order than the international morals of the Bic 


Powers. Syeaking for myself, I have no hesitation in declaring that 
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the vote of the General Assembly on the former Italian colonies must 
be a great disillusionment’. to those who believed that the General 
ausenbly could be depended upon to promote respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, 
The question has been referred to the next necting of the Gonveral . 
asscubly in Scytaaber., The NAACP is @iting coreful consideration “a 
the ways ani ¢ecns Ly which the “yienes ond vel*acc ef the & vive srhad 
itants" of ti. fowwor Cunldan-octories will ne protectca. 
. On two very inporsant matter. i: vclving Euman Rights cnc Intor- 
national Agencies overyone of us hut > 40D to do. These two vital 
issues are the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and President 
Trunan's Point Iv, ; | , ” 
For the first time in the history of nankind, most of the nations 
of the world have agreed to a code of decency in human relations. But 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will have no binding effect 
until its principles have been incorporated into a covenant or treaty. 
The Economic and Social Council has approved the draft of the covenant, 
It is being circulated among the member states and will probably be 
' submitted to the General Assembly next year. If approved by it, the 
covenant will then be submitted to the various nations for ratification, 
In the United States that will mean ratification by two-thirds of 
the senators present. I suggest, therefore, that cmong the questions 
that we should ask of candidates for the Sencte in 1950 is: Do you 
favor and will you vote for an effective covenant on human rights? 
Most of the southern senators will elmost surely oppose an effective 
covenant just es the Union of South wfrica opposes even a Declaration, 
Perhaps the establishment of a National Cormission on Hunan Rights 
Similar to the U. S, National Commission for UNESCO will holp to obtain 
ratification of thovcovenant.. 
As voters and as members of the NCP, we can also help to push 
through an effective Point IV, 
President Truman in his Inaugural Address called for a "bold new | 
program" to raise the standard of living of peoples in underdeveloped 
arecs, The "bold new program" involves two basic ideas: (1) technical | 
know-how is to be mede available; (2) onpital is to be encourcged to | 
moke investments in these underdeveloped areas, 
The President recently sent a message to Congress asking an appro- 
priation of some 45 million dollars to launch the program, Those cn- 
thusiastic statesmen who hoped that January that the "bold new program'! 


em enema eee A aA 





a | me OE 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
e 


Address by Dr. iayford Logan aga — 


would be a large scale undertaking for the backward creas comparable 
to the billions being spent under the Marshall Plan for ‘Jestern Europe 
now see Point IV in its proper perspective. 

Even this small appropriation is already under the most vicious 
attack, #& cartoon in tne Saturday Evening Post for July 9 caricat.irces 
the "under evoleped areas" ag a flat-footese, br ewemouched, bw¢o 9-200 38 
dmbccile wit: tings tn ate ears ari vrraic acuing DolLow Bis Kus. 

The imbecile i alse caldhneaded. Unie chr. is holding a bott—e in 

his hend labeled “s0:4 New Plan’ Haly ‘ise. The cartoonist, in ordor 
to meke crystal clear his meaning, uxpiains: “Could be he.can't usc 
the stuff," 

Henry Hazlitt in Newsweck for July 11 has the caption for his 
article: "The Folly of Point Four," He evidently plans to have at 
least one other article on what he calls the "Folly of Point IV." To 
parcphrase a famous statenent, these spokesmen for Big Business are 
evidently saying: "Billions for Western Europe, but not one cent 
for ifrica and other underdeveloped areas,'! . 

At the sane tine, Life, the Saturday Evening Post, Look and the 
Hearst press have launched what is evidently a high-powered, con- 
ceited drive to spend more billions to try to restore the corrupt, 
inefficient, undemocratic governnent of Chiang-kei-shck in China, 

You and I must join forces with those who want to make Point 
IV truly a bola progran. Many high officials in the State Department 
favor it. «Adequate representation must be made in behalf of the pro- — ! 
gromn before the House Committee on Foreign affairs and the Senate Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, | 

In addition to the passage of tho appropriation we must advocate 
certein basic principles: 

1. Care should be exercised in selecting persons who have not 
only technical skills but the proper attitude toward the peoples with 
whom they are going to work, | 

2. These technical experts and those trained to develop the 
necessary skills should be chosen without distinction as to race, sex, 
language or religion, 

5. As much protection should be given for the protection of 
lebor as for the protection of capital. 


4. Organized labor in the United States should assume a dircct 
responsibility for developing trade unions in the undordeveloped areas, 
Se The Native peoples should be given an effective participation 
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in tho formulation and exocoution ee policies. I should like to eae 
f a,mome t f 4 ast point, erhaps the best way to secure 3 
sie tive parte Pe Eo ononiy for non-self-govorning territories in 


those specialized agencies of tho United Nations which will be most 
concerned with the execution of the progran, These agencies are es- 
pecially tho INO, FAO, WHO and UNESCO, 

One of the objections to this idea of associ:.te membership was 
voiced by uw sypsn2sran of the British Govermmert ay tue Clevolerda meet- 
ing of tha Vo 5. Matsorcn Commissica *:7 UNECD ot Ode atin lat 
While bis vovoremirs towered the ou: vee gw, Qatueiate masters 
Ship in the giccialison C.gencles ui: sc.seo the vasie qQuest7un of 
associate memborship wow NONWSOiPey uso Lig verritorios in the UN ite 
self, 

My answer -is that unless, 48 an irreducible minimum those none 
Self-governing territories ond trust territories are granted associate 
mombership in the specialized: agencies ond in the UN itself even the 
bold new program will not greatly promoté human rights in these under- 
developea areas, 

The NAACP is one of the organizations regularly invited to send 
Q representative to meetings of the State Departnent for discussions of 
forcign policy, In this way, the Association may help to promote human 
rights through international agencies as it has so effectively done in 


Congress end the courts. 
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WEGRO ORGANIZATIONS URGE PLEBIBOITE 
FOR FORMER ITALIAN COLONIES September 9, 1948 

NEW YORK, Septe Jen= In identical wires addressed to the leaders 
of the big four powers, England, France, Ruseia and the United States, 
twenty-two National Negro organizations, with a combined memberehip of 
eix million persons, today unequivocally condemned any form of Italian 
administration of her former African colonies, 

The wire, addressed to Premier Josef Stalin of Russia, Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee of Great Britain, President Vincent Auriol of 
France, and President Harry 8. Truman, urged the four powers to refer 
the final disposition of the former Italian colonies to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, in accordance with the terme of Article 
2, Annex XI of the treaty of peace with Italy. 

“We especially urge plebiscite in accordance with United Nations 
charter principle of selfwdetermination," the telegram read, "We further 


urge the establishment of international administration under United 
Nations trusteeship pending plebiscite,* 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE : 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40th STREET e New York 18, N. Y. e LOngacre 3-6890 
WALTER WHITE HENRY LEE MOON 
Executive Secretery Director of Public Relations 

September 1 1 <p 296 
FOR RELEASE: P 5, 1949 


NAACP URGES STATE DEPARTMENT 
SUPPORT UN RULE ror cowores_| September 15, 1949 

NEW YORK, Septe 15.-- Hope that in the forthcoming sessions of 
the General Aasembly of the United Nations American delegates will 
vote against "the Bevin-Sforza plan for maintenance of outmoded 
colonialism" and for a United Nations trusteeship for the former 
Italian colonies was expressed by Roy Wilkins, acting secretary of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peonle, in a 
letter to Dean Acheson, Secretary of State. 

Mr, Wilkins! letter, dispatched today, cited a resolution passed 
by the 40th annual conference of the NAACP in Los Angeles last July. 
The resolution urged a "collective trusteeship of the United Nations 
with a svecified time limit for the preparation of the trust areas to 
become independent or self-governing." 

Recalling America's traditional opposition to imperialism, Mr. 
Wilkins urged Secretary Acheson "to return to the formula enunciated 
by Secretary of State James F, Byrnea@ in 1945." At that tine, Kr. 
Wilkins pointed out, the Secretary of Btate Yadvocated a United 
Nations trusteeship for the former Italian colonies with a view to 
preparing them as rapidly as possible for independence and self- 
government. This position," the NAACP official continued, Wig in 


line with traditionel American foreign policy." 
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FOR RELEASE: September 9, 1948 = 


NEGROES ASK PLEBISCITE ‘ 
FOR FORMER ITALIAN COLONIES 

Statement on behelf of 22 national Negro orgenizations relative 
to the disposal of the former Italian colonies jn Africa. State- 
ment prepered by Dr. Rayford Logan, Howard University professor 
representing Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, in collaboration with © 
Dr. Channing H. Tobias, Social Action Committee of CWE Churches; 
E. Albert Norris, National Alliance of Postal Employees; Mrs, 
Bertell Collins Wright, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and Walter 
White, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
Released today by the NAACP, 20 ‘est 40th Street. 

We, the spokesmen for more than six million Negro Anericans, 
deplore the unseemly haste with which the United States has agreed to 
discuss with representatives of the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom 
and France the disposal of the former Italian colonies in Africa. We 
would condemn even more any agreement arrived at in a few days after 
the failure of the Four Powers during three years to come to an under- 
standing on this issue. 

Such 4 hasty agreement, especially at a time when France is in 
the throes of a prolonged cabinet crisis, could only engender the sus- 
picion thet the disposal of the Italian colonies is not unconnected 
with the blockade of Berlin and the entire global conflict between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. 

ees. w SOCTOtary of State Marshall's refusal to give any details 
about the "bi-partisan policy" of the United States with respect to 
the Italian colonies beceuse it is in "the realm of high politics" | 
strikes us as partioularly ominous. The most recent expression of the 
Republican point of view is Governor Dewey's declaration of August 17, 


1948, which, ag reported in the press, called for the administration of 
the former Itelien colonies by Itely “preferably under the flexible 


provisions of a United Nations trusteeship." Mr. Dewey deo?sred that, 
as a result of return to Italy of her former African colonies, "the 


Communist menace will receive another setback; which is a somewhat 
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extraordinary conclusion in view of the fact that Russia is.on record 
as favoring return to Italy of these colonies. . 

An Italian trusteeship would violate each of the four criteria 
for the disposal of the former Italian colonies stipuleted in Artiole 
& of Annex XI to the Treaty of Paris with Italy, That article states, — 
"The final disposal of the territories concerned and appropriate ad- 
justment of their boundaries shall be made by the Four Powers in the 
light of the wishes and welfare of the inhabitants and the interests 
of peace and seourity, taking into consideration the views of other 
interested governments." 

The results of the Four Powers Commission of Inquiry as to the 
wishes of the inhabitants provide no basis for concluding that an Ital- 
ian trusteeship would be in conformity with the wishes of the inhabi- 
tants, We therefore urge that the General Assembly of the United 
Nations at ita forthcoming meeting in Paris make provisions for a 
genuine plebisoite in accordance with the United Nations? Charter prin« 
clple of self-determination, 

It 1s almost incredible that one could plausibly contend that 
the welfare of the inhabitants of the former Italian colonies in Africa 
would be promoted by an Italian trusteeship, Under the terms of the 
Charter of the United Nations, the trust-administering states accept 
the responsibility of promoting "the political, economic, social and 
educational edvanoement of the inhabitants of the trust territories," 
How gan impoverished Italy, incapable of promoting her own welfare, 
undertake this responsibility for others? The Prime Minister of Italy 
on August 26th stated that Italy was "not looking for adventures in 
Africa." 

An Italian trugteeship would violate also the stipulation that 
the final disposal of the former Italian colonies shall be made by the 
Four Powers in the Light of "the interests of peace and security." 
Italy's conquest of Ethiopia wes the first fruit of the Rome-Berlin 
axis and the death blow to the League of Nations, Not only would an 
Italian foothold in Africa be viewed by Ethlopia as a renewed threat 
to her peace and security, but the very consideration of such a possi- 


bility would constitute a threat to the seourity of the Western Power se. 
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The documented history of the attempts of Germany to recover her former 
colonies in Africa and the effect of those efforts on the prelude to 
World War II should deter the Western Powers from providing a similar 
opportunity to Italy to disturb the interests of peace and security. 
Colonialism can become a cause of World War III just as it was of World 
Ware I and II, 

An Italian trusteeship would likewise flagrantly disregard the 
"views of other interested governments", It would take into considera- 
tion primarily the interests of Italy. It would also ignore the fact 
that several interested governments have not yet expressed their views 
on the subject. It would totally disregard the intcrests of Ethiopia 
which pointedly asked why "the need of economic reconstruction of the 
aggressor enamy shcull be given every privrity to that of the victim 
ally of yesterday" end way "vhe agsressor enemy should be rehabilitated 
at the expensa of the viztim ally." | 

We depiore this eubordination of the disposal of the former 
Italian colonies in Africa to the exigencies of-a Presidential can- 
peign, particularly since it prostitutes the basic concept of trustee-~ 
ship on the altar of domestic politics, 

We therefore urge that in accordance with Article 2 of Annex 
XI of the Treaty of Paris with Italy the final disposal of the Italian 
colonies in Africa shall be referwed to the General Assenbly of the 
United Nations. This sounding board of the articulate conscience of 
mankind mey be depended upon to arrive at a solution "in the light of 
the wishes and welfare of the inhabitants and the interests of peace 
and security, teking into consideration the views of other interested 


*“governnents." 


Listed below are the 22 varticipating organizations: ‘ 


National Negro Insurance Association 
National Baptist Convention, Inc. 
Fraternal Counoil of Churches 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 

National Alliance of Postal Employees 
Odd Fellows 

CIO Committee to Abolish Disorimination 
Social Action Committee CME Churoh 
National Counoil of Negro Women 
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Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity 
National Dental Association 
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National Association for the Advandement of Colored People 


Beauty Culture League 

Alpha Kappa Alpha orority 

UAW-CIO Fair hn loynent Practices Department 
National Medioat Assooi ation 

Kappa Alpha Psi Pratero ty 

National Assooiation of Negro 
National Association of Color faduate Nurses 
Negro Newspaper Publishers Assoolatica 
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Ti iners, Dress Designers, Inc. 
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NAACP SUPPORTS UN SECRETARY 


ON TRUSTEESHIP FOR COLONIES ae 29 ne : 
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NzW YORK, Scpt. 29 .-- Comnending Trygvo Lic, Socretary-Gencral 





of the United Nations for his support of 4 dircet United Nations 
tructccship for the formor Italian oclonios in africa, Roy Wilkins, 
acting NaacP sccrotary, wrote to tho UN officiel todry expressing 
“mo hope that he would usc “overy influcnee of [pss] office to sce 
that fais roconnendstions for the disposition of the former Italinn 
colonics 15s adopted at the current session of the Gonernl acsembly 
- of the United Nations." | 

"Such a trustecship", Hr. Wilkins wrote, "should be naintained 
for a limited period with a view to developing the snhebditents of 
these lands for self-government and nationhood as rapidly 16 
possiblc...You may be sure thet you heve the support not only of 
our organization but also of all those who are striving for and 
belicve in tho right of sca pcancomnennelon and the equality of all 
humankind. " 

ie NAACP, Mr. Wilkins pointed out, has taken "oa strong stand 
against rostoration of Italian administration in these colonics in 
any for." 
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— SOMALI YOUTH LEAGUE Of4tiwn Color re, 
SEND THaNKS TO NaAscP October 6, 1949 

NEW YORK, Oct. 6.-- Expressing appreciation to the National 
association for the Advancement of Colored reople for its support of 
the Sonali dglegation in its fight against the return of Sonalla 
to Italian edntrol, Tualla Mohamed, general sccretary of tho Sonali 
Youtn Leatue. of the United Kingdon, has written a letter of thanks to 
Roy Wilkins, acting NsaaCP secretary. 

Writing from the League headquarters in Cardiff, Walcs, ir. 
Monamed expressed "heartfelt gratitude and sincere appreciation of the 
kindly intcrest cnd active support given to the cause of Somalia and 
to the Someli delegation in its efforts at Lake Success." 

Taonks are duc also, lr. Nohamed wrote, "to the Negro noorle of 
the U.S.Ae and to those who recently domonstrated at Lake Success 
against the return of colonial territorics to Italy... Hore power to 
“your efforts, end may carly success bring a fuller frecdom to the 
Negro neople of the U.S.a. They deserve it because they shov they 


want it extondod to othors." 
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The Problem of the Former italian Colonies 
at the Third Session of the General Assembly 


by David W. Wainhouse and Philip A. Mangano 


i. INTRODUCTION 


The General Assembly of the United Nations at 
its fourth regular session will resume considera- 
tion of the problem of the disposition of the former 
Italian colonies. This item will be one of the most 
important on its agenda The settlement of this 
difficult and complicated problem has been given 
the United Nations as a result of the inability of 
the four great powers—the United States, the 
United Kingdom, the U.S.S.R., and France—to 
reach agreement on the matter. So wide has been 
the range of international opinion on ible so- 
lutions that no decision could be reached by the 
General Assembly after initial study and debate 
last spring. The course of that debate and the 
various proposals considered and voted upon are 
the subject of extended treatment in this article. 

The territories involved are the three former 
Italian coloniee—Libya, Eritrea, and Italian 
Somaliland—comprising a total area of over 1 mil- 
lion square miles and a combined population of 
over 8 million. Stretching between Egypt on the 
east and Tunisia and Algeria on the west, Libya is 
by far the largest of the three former colonies. 
Its Population like Eritrea and Italian Somali- 
land, isapproximately 1 million. The native pop- 
ulation, composed mainly of Berbers and Arabs, 
is Moslem in religion. Although much of the ter- 
ritory is desert, the basis of its economy is agri- 
cultural and pastoral, chiefly in the sections along 
the Mediterranean coast, along mountain slopes 
and at scattered oases inthe interior. Since libera- 
tion from Axis control in 1943, most of Libya has 
been under separate British administrations for 
Cyrenaica (the eastern portion) and Tripolitania 
(the western part bordering on Tunisia and Al- 

ria). There are Italian and Jewish minorities 
F the coastal areas of Tripolitania of approxi- 
mately 40 thousand and 15 thousand, respectively. 
Cyrenaica, in June of this year, was granted self- 
government for internal affairs under the over-all 
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rotection and supervision of the British admin- 
istration. A third part of Libya, the sparsely 
pulated Fezzan in the southwest, has been under 
rench administration since occupation of that 
area during the war by French forces pushing up 


‘from West Africa. 


In East Africa, Eritrea and Italian Somaliland 


- border on the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, re- 


spectively. Inland, Eritrea stretches along the 
northeastern boundary of Ethiopia and the east- 
ern tip of the An lo-Egyptian Sudan. With a 
mixed population of Christian Copts and Moslems, 
together with an Italian community in the towns 
of Asmara and Massawa, the inhabitants total over 
1 million. Italian Somaliland, with a population 
of about 970 thousand, is the least develo d of the 
former colonies. Its inhabitants are closely re- 
lated by race and culture to the Somalis in rit- 
ish and French Somaliland, southeastern Ethi- 
opia and northern Kenya.. Their religion is the 
oslem faith. Both Eritrea and Italian Somali- 
land are poor in natural resourees. Though agri- 
cultural and pastoral in their ecdhomies, both must 
import a certain @meunt of their food require- 
ments. A considerable proportion of the popula- 
tion of each 4s nomadic or seminomadic, and politi- 
cal or social advancement, except in settled areas 
has been slow. Eritrea and Italian Somaliland 
have been under British administration since 
According to article 23 of the Treaty of Peace 
With Italy, signed February 10, 1947, Italy re- 
nounced all right and title to her former colonial 
‘possessions in Africa. It was established that 
pending their final disposition they would remain 
under their “present,” British and French, ad- 
ministration. The United States, the United . 
Kingdom, the U. S. S. R. and France jointly were 
to determine the final disposition within 1 year 
from the coming into force of the treaty (Septem- 
ber 15, 1947) and in the manner specified in annex 
XI of the treaty. Annex XI embodied a Joint 
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Declaration by the four great powers, engegin g 
themselves to seek a settlement wn the light of the 
wishes and welfare of the inhabitants and the in- 
terests of peace and security, taking into consider- 
ation the views of other interested Governments.” 
The declaration provided that if, with respect to 
any of these territories, the four powers were un- 
able to within 1 D hond from the coming into 
force of the Treaty of Peace With Italy, “the mat- 
ter shall be referred to the General Asoombly of 
the United Nations for a recommendation, and the 
Four Powers agree to accept the recommendation 
and to take appropriate measures for giving effect 
to it.” It was further proriaes that the deputies 
of the (four) Foreign Ministers should continue 
consideration of the eros so as to furnish the 
Council of Foreign Ministers with recommenda- 
tions on this matter. The deputies were also to 
send out commissions of investigation to the terri- 
tories involved to obtain necessary data and to 
ascertain the views of the inhabitants. 

The Council of Foreign Ministers and their 
deputies labored long and intensively with this 
ase before and after conclusion of the treaty. 

en the Council met for the first time at London 
in September 1945, there was general agreement 
that the principle of trusteeship as outlined in the 
United Nations Charter, signed a few months 
earlier, should be applied. However, there was 


little meeting of minds on the form of trusteeship 
which might be applied to the three territories, 
whether under the administration of a single state, 


of a group of states, or of the United Nations or- 
nization itself. Former Secretary of State 
es, on behalf of the United Sta prope 
administration of all three areas by the nited 
Nations, acting through the Trusteeship Council. 
Qualified support for this proposal was initially 
given by the British who, however, felt that 1t 
might be applied only to Libya. France preferred 
single-power tee with Italy as the ad- 
ministering power. e Soviet Union also ad- 
hered to the idea of individual trusteeships and 
advanced a claim to such a ip for itself 
in Tripolitania. 
The four Foreign Ministers again took up the 
problem at a Paris session which was divided into 
two parts: gay 25-May 20 and June 15-July 12 
1946. The Soviet Union by this time had move 
from a claim to trusteeship in Tripolitania to ad- 
vocacy of a joint Soviet- talian trusteeship for 
that area. From that position it shifted to sup- 
port for Italian trusteeship in all three territories 
along lines that French d already proposed. 
Although preferring its own plan for direct United 
Nations trusteeships, the United States was pre 
pared to accept the French plan if the others 
could agree and if a definite date were set 
for the eee of Eritrea and Libya. Brit- 
ain, which had assured the Senussi leaders of 
Cyrenaica during the war that they would never 
again be allowed to come under Italian rule, could 


not agree to the French plan, and the French For- 
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eign Minister could not agree to a time limit for 
independence. The British made counter pre poe. 
als for the immediate independence of all o Libya 
but obtained no eral support. The Uni 
States then reverted to its original proposal. 
Later, during the June-July meeting of the For- 
eign Ministers, it was in principle that if 
the four powers could not agree on a solution 
within a year after the coming into force of the 
peace treaty, they would refer the matter to the 
eneral Assembly for a recommendation, binding 
themselves in advance to accept that recommenda- 
tion and to put it into effect. This agreement was 
accepted by the peace conference at aris in Octo- 
ber 1946, and finally emerged in the four-power 
declaration of February 10, 1947 which was incor- 
porated as annex XI in the aha ° 
~The establishment of a Four F’ower Commission 
of Investigation by the deputies of the Foreign 
Ministers was delayed until the fall of 1947 be- 
cause the Soviet Union took the position that it 
could not be organized before the Italian treaty 
had been ratified. The Commission was finally 
sent out to the territories in November 1947, visit- 
ing Bvites: Italian Somaliland and Libya. After 
it had completed its investigation, including spe- 
cial attention to the views of the inhabitants in so 
far as they could be evaluated, the Commission 
reported to the Deputy Foreign Ministers in July 
1948. The deputies also received the views of the 
other interested states including Egypt ‘and Italy. 
The deputies made further efforts to reach agree- 
ment on the basis of the Commission’s report and 
other data. By this time the United States had 
moved away from advocacy of direct United Na- 
tions administration because of lack of support by 
the other powers and because the existing state of 
East-West relations made it seem unli ely that 
such an arrangement could be effectively a plied. 
France and the U.S.S.R. still favored talian 
trusteeship generally though with variations on 
the details. Britain and the United States be- 
lieved Italian trusteeship in Italian Somaliland 
would be feasible and acceptable to a majority of 
the inhabitants but felt that British administra- 
tion in at least a part of Libya, particularly in 
Cyrenaica, would be more in keeping with the 
desires of the inhabitants and in the interests of 
international security. The United States and 
later the United Kingdom supported the strong 
Ethiopian claim to part of the territory of Eritrea 
on ethnic and economic grounds and also sup- 
rted Ethiopia’s need for an outlet to the sea. 
With the approach of the deadline for four- 
power agreement, alter pee 15, 1948, the U.S.S.R. 
called a meeting of the Council of Foreign Minis- 
tera, though it seemed apparent that absence of 
agreement among the de uties would continue to 
be reflected in the Council, This agi ieveery was 
confirmed when the Council met on eptember 13 
at Paris where the Soviet delegation reversed its 
ition. It proposed United Nations trustee- 
ships for all three territories along lines markedly 
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| similar to the original American proposals of _ representatives of parties or organizations in the 

| 1945, which were not acceptable to the other three territories. The subcommittee would report to 

governments, The four governments, unable to | Committes I on “the extent to which these parties 

, addressed a letter to the Secretary-General or organizations represent substantial sections of 

of the United Nations dated September 15, 1948, — opinion in the territory in question” and would 

informjng him that they were referring the prob- make recommendations on whether they should 

lem to the General Assembly in accordance with be heard and if so, how they should bg heard.* 

the pertinent provisions of the Italian peace After some discussion, in which it was ointed out 

treaty. The four powers also sent for the in- that no such group had as yet requested a hearing, 

| formation of the members the report of the Four _the matter was temporarily laid aside. It was 

Power Commission of nvestigation which visited quite evident that the members fully agreed on the 

Libya, Eritrea, and former Italian Somaliland. principle that hearings should be afforded repre- 

Under pressure of other business, the General _ sentatives of the local population at the proper 
Assembly did not reach the point of considering _ time. 

this problem at the first part of its third regular At the 240th and 242d meetings of Committee 

session at Paris last fall. The matter was sched- I, the United Kingdom revised proposal for a 

uled for discussion at the second part of that ses- subcommittee to “screen” uests for hearing 

s10n meeting in New York in the spring of 1949, _ representatives of groups of the inhabitants was 

; taken up. As revised, the British proposal 

left open the number of states to be represented 

| on the subcommittees A French amendment 


Il. INITIAL DEBATE IN COMMITTEE 1 proposed that the subcommittee study and take 
into account “the information on political organi- 
| Precedural Matters zations in the respective territories contained in 


the Four Power Commission report.”* At 
gypt’s sug tion, it was agreed that a deadline 


Hard upon the election of Fernand van Lang- EF q 
elgium) as Chairman, Committee I be set for ¢ © receipt of requests for hearings, 


enhove ( 
proceeded, at its 238th meeting, April 6, 1949, to with April 23 as the terminal date. A Cuban pro- 
take up the question of the former Italian col-. posal called for establishment of an eleven-mem- 
onies. Two procedural questions immediately r subcommittee to be designated by the Chuir- 
arose, involving the manner in which Italy and man according to feosraphical distribution.® 


representatives of substantial political groups of The first list o Possible members of the sub- 
the inhabitants of the African territories might committee Prgpose by Chairman van Langen- 
present their views to the Committee. hove named the seven following states to serve 


| 
i 
| 
The Italian Government in a letter to the Sec- on the subcommittee: Norway, New Zealand, 
retary-General dated April 43 formally requested Egypt, Iran, France, Brazil, and the United King- 
an opportunity to participate in the discussion dom.’ This proposal was challenged by the repre- 
of the problem. John Foster Dulles of the sentatives of Poland and the Ukraine, who asked 
United States delegation proposed that the Com- _for inclusion of one or more Slav states, including 
mittee accede to the Italian request and sub- the U.S.S.R.“ The United States indicated that 
mitted a draft resolution providing for appro- _—_— perhaps neither it nor the U.S.S.R. need be repre- 
priate participation by an falian representative, sented on the subcommittee, since the list proposed 
without vote, in the Committee's discussions, by the Chairman possessed a good balance. 
This proposal was immediately adopted.* The Chairman was finally asked to prepare a 
The representative of Pakistan, Gir Zafrullah _ list of 11 members of a “screening” subcommittee. 
an, wanted to be sure that the Committee would § The new list, which was adopted without objec- 
seek the views of the local inhabitants, Hae also _tion, included Brazil, Egypt, France, Haiti, India, 
suggested that the Italian spokesman should ini- New Zealand, Norway, Poland, U.S.S.R., United 
tially give an account of his country’s past _co- Kingdom, and the United States.* An informal 
lonial policies and aims. The United ingdom — Venezuelan suggestion that the subcommittee ar- 
representative then came forward with & proposal range to hear Italian views on the representative 
for a three-member subcommittee which would character of groups requesting a hearing -was 
Bereen Tequests for hearings in the ly of "U.N. doc. A/C.1/432. The Four-Power Commission 
* U.N. doc. A/C.1/430. : of Investigation, whose report was available to all mem- 
*U.N. doc. A/O.1/8R.238 and U.N. doc. 4/C.1/431, bers of the Assembly, had, of course, made a considerable 
The resolution, after noting the Itallan request, stated effort to consult local opinion in Libya, Eritrea, and 
that the Assembly “decides to invite the Government of former Italian Somaliland and had recorded its views on 
Italy to send a representative to sit, without vote, during the trends of feeling in each territory. 


the Committee's consideration of the question of the dig- *U.N. doc. A/C.1/432/rev.1. 

posal of the former Italian colonies, such representative ° U.N. doe. A/C.1/484. 

to be present for the purpose of answering questions, pro- °U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.242. 

viding such assistance as the Committee may require and "U.N. doc. A/C.1/SK.240, 

making an initial statement, as well as such further state- * Ibid. 

ments as the Committee may require.” °U.N. doc, A/C.1/8R.242. 
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called rather sharply into question by Ethiopia, 
isagreem 


Haiti, and Pakistan. D ent on this point 
was resolved with the understanding that the sub- 
committee would be free to determine what evi- 
denca it wished to hear and whom it should con- 
su 

A show of hands vote was then taken on the 
United Kingdom draft resolution as amended b 
France and Egypt. The proposal was adopted 
by 51 votes to 0, with 2 abstentions." 


Opening Statements by the United States, United 
Kingdem, France, and the U.S.S.R. 


Between April 6 and 9, the delegates of each of 
the four powers which had labored long with the 
controversial problem made initial statements on 
the views of their respective governments. 

Mr. Dulles spoke for the United States on April 
6.% He pointed out that the Assembly was exer- 
cising an authority “unique in the history of the 
United Nations.” The four powers had agreed 
in advance to be bound by the Assembly’s recom- 
mendations. Accordingly, the Assembly would 
in effect be a “supreme legislative authority” on 
this issue. He emphasized the baffling nature of 
the problem, referred to changes in the positions 
of the four powers during their efforts to reach 
a solution, and described reference of the question 
to the Assembly as “an act of faith in the United 
Nations.” 

The interests of the inhabitunts and of peace 
and security, principles laid down in the Ital- 
ian peace treaty and certainly in the Charter, were 

overning. The United States had concluded 
that Libya should be placed on the road to early 
independence under the trusteeship of a state or 
states able to promote such independence and to 
assure that the territory play its part in the main- 
tenance of international peace and security. The 
United States favored British administration 
under trusteeship for Cyrenaica (eastern part of 
Libya) in any case, whether the Assembly dealt 
with Libya as a whole or in part. The British 
had given concrete evidence of their ability to 
uide non-self-governing peoples toward in- 
ependence. 
ith respect to Eritrea, much less advanced 
toward self-government, Mr. Dulles pointed to the 
close affinity of much of that area with the neigh- 
boring.Ethiopian people. Because of this affinity, 
because of the legitimate desire of Ethiopia for 
direct access to the sea, and because of the 
demonstrated relationship of eastern Eritrea in 
the past to the maintenance of international peace 
and security, the United States believed that the 
eastern part, including Massawa and Asmara, 
might be incorporated into Ethiopia. Provision 
could be made for the appropriate Protection of 
Italian and other. minorities. The western 


* [did. 
™U.N. doc. A/C.1/4385. 
* BuLLETIN of Apr. 17, 1949, p. 484. 


366 





province, closely connected with the people of the 
Anglo- Egyptian Sudan, should have its future 
rovided for separately. As for Italian Somali- 
nd, where progress toward independence or self- 
government would require a lon period of guid- 
ance, the United States believ at Italy could 
well be entrusted with the administration under 
the trusteeship system. Despite excesses of the 
ast, Italy had rewon its democratic and peace- 
oving character, and the Italian people could ap- 
propriately afforded opportunity to participate 
constructivély in the development of a part of 
Africa in cooperation with the native peoples. 

A statement of France’s views was given on 
April 7 by M. Chauvel, who reviewed briefly the 
history of the issue since the end of the war. He 
stressed the importance of an early settlement be- 
cause provisional military administration was 
satisfactory neither to the inhabitants nor to the 
occupying powers. He held that Somaliland 
was poor and politically backward; Eritrea had a 
Coptic and Moslem po ulation; and that Cyre- 
naica, Tripolitania, and the Fezzan constituted 
distinct regions of Libya none of which yet quali- 
fied for self-government. Administration of all 
of these territories under trusteeship had been 
favored generally by the four powers after their 
study of the matter, allowing for a varying view 
on the transfer of Eritrean territory to Ethiopia. 
France did not believe that either a direct United 
Nations trusteeship (as proposed by the United 
States in 1945 and by the Soviet Union just prior 
to the third session of the Assembly) nor a col- 
lective trusteeship in the hands of several states 
would provide a workable or effective administra- 
tion. In the case of a direct United Nations trus- 
teeship, even if a capable administrator were 
chosen, he could not depend on adequate financial 
resources from the United Nations budget to meet 
local development needs. 

M. Chauvel said that France continued to be- 
lieve that Italy was qualified to assume the 
responsibility for trusteeship even though she was 
not a member of the United Nations. Although 
Ethiopia had a right to reparations for past Italian 
injustices and to guaranties for the future, the new 
Italian Republic would know how to act in a spirit 
of democracy and progress, and its administra- 
tion would be under the over-all scrutiny of the 
United Nations.” 

Mr. McNeil (United Kingdom) regretted that 
the French view did not coincide with that of the 
British Government. Britain, he said, had ad- 
ministered the East African territories since 1941 
and all of Libya except for the Fezzan since 1943, 
and had carried a substantial deficit for those terri- 
tories. Provisional military administration un- 
der the restrictions of the Hague convention had 
not hitherto been able to take important and needed 
steps of any far-reaching economic or political 
character in the territories. Mr. McNeil was re- 


* U.N. doc, A/C.1/8R. 289. 
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ferring to the restrictions imposed upon a milita 
occupant under the Hague Regulations Respecting 
the Law and Customs of War on Land (1907). 

He maintained that the problems and stages of 
development of the territories were so different 
that each should be dealt with ‘as a separate entity, 
not in terms of a common solution. Although 
a unified Libya was a legitimate objective 
its inhabited parts were wi ely separated an 
it actually had three separate administrations. If 
it were pro that France be granted certain 
rights in the Fezzan, the British would support 
the proposal. For Cyrenaica, there was the stand- 
ing pledge to the Senussi, who had fought beside 
the British, that they would not again come under 
Italian rule. This position imp ied no hostility 
toward Italian claims. If Britain were asked to 
administer Cyrenaica and prepare its peoples for 
early independence, it would faithfully do so. The 
relationship was such that, if trus ip were felt 
desirable for that area, and Britain felt that it was, 
the Cyrenaicans would naturally look to Great 
Britain as the logical trustee. In such case, the 
United Kingdom would maintain contact with 
other parties in Libya looking toward eventual 
unity. 

As for Tripolitania, the British had no desire 
to retain administrative functions. Substantial 
reforms were needed but were difficult under the 
current “restrictive” regime. The United King- 
dom favored the transfer of eastern Eritrea to 
Ethiopia not only because this should benefit the 
inhabitants but because Ethiopia deserved com- 

nsation. The peoples of the predominant] 

oslem western province would expect some dif- 
ferent arrangement. Finally, the United King- 
dom agreed that Italian Somaliland was not ready 
for independence and that Italy might appro- 
priately be asked to assume trusteeship there. 

Mr. Gromyko (U.S.S.R.) spoke on April9. He 
began by trying to demonstrate that a solution 
among the four powers, in the 3 yeurs during 
which they considered the roblem, had been 
thwarted by the United Kingdom and the United 
States. . According to Mr. Gromyko, the U.S.S.R., 
throughout the four-power negotiations, had con- 
sistently sought to achieve agreement by making 
concessions to the points of view of the other dele. 
gations, It had, however, never been able to ac- 
cept British proposals which would further 
strengthen the quasi monopolistic position of the 
United Kingdom in the Mediterranean and the 
Red Sea area. After the decision that a year. 
should be allowed for four-power agreement after 
the Italian treaty came into force, and that other- 
wise the matter would be subject to General As- 
sembly decision, the three Western powers, Mr. 
Gromyko charged, had tried to drag out discus- 
sions, feeling sure that their wishes would obtain 
majority support in the Assembly. When the 
year’s deadline was approaching, the U.S.S.R. had 
made a last effort to obtain agreement by prompt- 
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ing a meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers, 
September 13-15, 1948. This was not, in the So- 
viet view, a meeting of the Council, because some 
of the other governments had not sent their For- 
eign Ministers.* Nevertheless, he said, further 
Soviet proposals had been submitted, first for 
Italian trusteeship in each territory and then for 
direct United Nations trusteeship along the lines 
of the original American proposal of 1045.4 Lack 
of agreement stemmed, said Mr. Gromyko, from 
the attitude of the three Western powers that Ital- 
ian Somaliland should be given separate treat- 
ment, and from the British pretensions to a spe- 
cial position in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania. 

r. Gromyko asserted that the British and 
American delegates in Committee I had, in their 
opening statements, been deliberately vague as to 

ripolitania and the western part of ritrea ; 
hence, he assumed, there must be some private 
agreement between their governments to leave 
those areas under British control which, he said, 
amounted to United States control. 

The Soviet delegate then charged that British 
administration had depressed the economic life 
of the territories, had kept the peoples from 
self-development, and had taken out quanti- 
ties of factory equipment and other resources, 
French administration in the Fezzan was similarly 
criticized. In essence, Mr. Gromyko charged that 
the Western powers were seeking to transform the 
African territories into “strategic military bases” 
for the United States and the United Kingdom, 
aimed against the U.S.S.R. 

After a self-righteous portrayal of the Soviet 
Union as the great friend of non-self-governing 
peoples, the Soviet representative concluded b 
presenting “suggestions” for direct United Na- 
tions trusteeship over all the former Italian colo- 
nies.* For each of the three territories, an ad- 
ministrator would be appointed by the Trusteeship 
Council and would be assisted by an Advisory 
Council, including representatives of the United 
Kingdom, U.S.S.R., France, Italy, and the United 
States, who would select two representatives of the 
European and indigenous residents of each terri- 
tory to serve on such Councils. Provision would 
be mude for the independence of Libya and Eritrea 
after 10 years, but no date would be set for the 


* The Western powers were agreed that the meeting waa 
that of the Council, since in each case, their representa- 
tives had full powers to act for their Foreign Ministers, 

* It may be noted that, at a time when the U.S. delegu- 
tion was proposing direct U.N. trusteeship during the 
Cru discussions in 1945, the Soviet delegation wus ap 

roaching former Secretary Byrnes with u proposal that 
Britain, the U.8.S.K., and the U.S. each tuke over admin- 
istration of one of the colonies. Mr. Molotov privately 
told Mr. Byrnes that “the Soviet Union should take the 
place that is due it... and therefore should have buses 
in the Mediterranean for its merchant fleet.” See James 
F. Byrnes, Speaking Frankly, Harper and Bros. 1947 pp. 
95-98. Apparently the U.8.8.R. was not so sensitive about 
mentioning the strategic and security Importance of Libya 
in the Cra as in the General Assembly. 

* U.N, doc. A/C.1/SR.240, 
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grant of independence to Italian Somaliland. In 
e case of Eritrea, Ethiopia would be ted a 
territorial concession 
sea through the Pon of Assab.* 


roviding an outlet to the 


Mr. McNeil (United Kingdom) immediately 
protested that the U.S.S.R. was making un- 
warranted propaganda charges and called for a 
more constructive spirit. He pointed out that it 
was rather extraordinary that the U.S.S.R. 
should claim that each of its changes in position 
since 1945 was in the interest of promoting agree- 
ment while attributing less worthy motives to the 
other three powers. Denying the charges of im- 
perialistic exploitation of the former colonies b 
the British military administration, Mr. McN 
admitted that equipment had been removed from 
Eritrea and Italian Somaliland, during the, war 
and in order to aid in mounting an offensive 
against the Axis in the Middle East. He did not 
doubt that the Soviet Union had done the same in 
certain parts of Europe during the fighting. 
Moreover, the United Kingdom had been carrying 
the deficits of these areas. He pointed out that its 
efforts to improve native agriculture had been 
largely handicapped by drought in North Africa. 


Initial italian Statement 


At the 241st meeting of the Committee on April 
11, Italy’s Foreign Minister, Count Sforza, pre- 
sented his government’s views. He acknowle 
that the problem was most complicated and that it 
involved the reawakening of the peoples of Asia 
and Africa, Recalling the struggle of the Italian 
people for democracy and the principle of na- 
tionality in the nineteenth century, he pointed out 
that, after the tragic interlude of Fascism, Italy 
had returned to her democratic heritage. He felt 


that the new Republic should not be punished for . 


the wrongs of a vanished dictator. ough unfor- 
tunately his country had not yet gained admission 
to the world organization, most members had 
shown their conviction that it ought to be admitted. 
It should follow that Italy be considered quali- 
fied to take part in guidin 
toward independence and self-development. Italy, 
“a country of peasants and artisans devoid of an 
racial prejudice,” would faithfully discharge suc 
responsibilities entrusted to it and could render 
considerable technical and other assistance of the 
type required. 

Count Sforza remarked that broad sentiment 
seemed to exist in favor of Italy’s trusteeship for 
Italian Somaliland. Libya, he felt, should be- 
come “one of the pivots of our friendly coopera- 
tion with the Arab States.” Administrative re- 
sponsibility in Tripolitania would enable his coun- 
try to help shoulder the burden, which it regarded 
as a duty, involved in developing the former col- 
onies toward independence. Libyan problem 


* U.N. doc. 4/0.1/488, 
* U.N. doc. A/C. 1/8R. 241. 


the African peoples: 


needed to be settled in its entirety. It need not be 
feared that the natives of Tripolitania would resist 
Italian administration. Disturbances there since 
the war had not been directed against the Italians 
who lived on friendly terms with the Arabs. The 
elections at Tripoli in January had given evidence, 
he claimed, of substantial sympathetic feeling to- 
ward Italy. 

Eritrea, Count Sforza maintained, had never 
been part of Ethiopia, and annexation by. the lat- 
ter would place too heavy a burden on Ethiopia, 
resulting in a decline in Eritrea’s economy and in 
discouraging the contribution of the Italian com- 
munity. Ethiopian security, while important, 
could be otherwise assured. Italy requested ad- 
ministrative responsibility in Eritrea,in the gen: 
eral interest, and believed Ethiopia should be 
given access to the sea through Assab. 

In conclusion, Count Sforza maintained that 
the problem should be solved, not on the basis of 
annexation or partitions for reasons of military se- 
curity, but through reaffirmation of the principles 
of collective security and of loyal international 
cooperation. Count Sforza felt that Ethiopia 
would have no ground to fear for her security if 
Italy were to administer Eritrea under United 
Nations supervision. He also cited the new “con- 
structive and creative spirit of Europe,” to which 
Italy was contributing and which could augur well 
for the development of African peoples.”* 


Ethiopia’s Attitude 


Aklilou Abte Wold (Ethiopia) explained his 
country’s position on April 7 and 11, before and 
after the statement by Count Sforza. In his first 
speech, the Ethiopian delegate asserted that his 
country was vitally interested, on economic, social 
and security grounds, in the disposition of Eri- 
trea and Somaliland. The Assembly’s decision on 
the whole problem was of crucial importance for 
the peoples of the Middle East and of Africa. As 
far as Ethiopia was concerned, he insisted, pre- 
Fascist Italy had, by its policies in the late nine- 
teenth century, paved the way for the Fascist in- 
vasion of Ethiopia in 1935-36. Italian expansion 
into Eritrea had always been resisted by Ethiopia 
to which Eritrea was naturally connected by race, 
religion, language, and culture. Union of the two 
territories would be the right solution. Already 
a number of Eritreans were serving in the Ethi- 
opian administrative system,” and Eritrea’s im- 
ports came chiefly from Ethiopia. In addition, 
northern Ethiopia’s chief sea outlet was through 
the port of Massawa. Prior to Italy’s invasion of 
Ethiopia, said Mr. Wold, there had never been 
more than 5 thousand Italian settlers in Eritrea. 
If that territory were transferred to his country, 





* Idid. 
“Mr. Wold claimed that as bigh as 10 percent of the 
officials in the Wthiopian administration were Eritreans. 
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Ethiopia was ready to assure them all appropriate 
civil, cultural, an 479 rights." 

Replying to Count Sforza, Mr. Wold challenged 
the former's statement that Eritrea had never been 
& part of pret oe and cited a provision of a Brit- 

| treaty of 1884 with his country as evidence that 
union had existed. Mr. Wold claimed that 50 
years of Italian rule had not changed the back- 
ward condition of Eritrea, except for the “show- 
windows” of Massawa and Asmara. As evidence 
of this he referred to the Four Power Commis- 
sion’s report, and held that 90 percent of the people 
of the territory opposed Italy’s return in any form. 
Mr. Wold wondered how Italy, a country itself 
requiring outside economic aid, would provide the 
assistance needed for Eritrea’s development, as 
the territory was rena a deficit area. He 
then reverted to the theme that if Italy were again 
to be placed “on both sides of his country,” Ethi- 
opia would feel threatened and would have to do 
something about it. 


Latin American Views 


Between April -7 and 21, most of the Latin 
American states, at varying length, explained 
their positions. Throughout the entire debate 
Messrs. Arce (Argentina), Belaunde (Peru), and 
Santa Cruz (Chile) took a particularly active part. 

The Latin American spokesmen, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. St. Lot (Haiti), appealed for gener- 
osity toward a redeemed Italy, and favored the 
establishment of trusteeship for most of the terri- 
tories involved, with Italy generally as the admin- 
istering power, alone or in conjunction with others. 
Within that general context, differing views were 
expressed as to particular details, 

he Brazilinn view, as stated by Mr. Muniz, 
was that individual trusteeships Jor the terri- 
tories would be best, and that Italy was particu- 
larly qualified. However, British and French 
concern with Cyrenaica and the Fezzan, respec- 
tively, should be considered, as well as Ethiopia’s 
need for an outlet to the sea." Mr. Castro (Uru- 
guay) made a rather general statement, calling 
for a just decision which would not neglect Italy’s 
cooperation and capacity. 

For Argentina, Mr. Arce scored the role of una- 
nimity which had blocked four-power agreement 
on the colonies and had severely handicapped the 
Security Council. He emphasized the freedom 
of decision on this and other questions enjoyed 
by the General Assembly. Believing independ- 
ence for the territories was not feasible, Argen- 


tina favored Italian trusteeship for Libya, Somali- | 


"U.N, doc. A/C.1/8R.239. 

"U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R, 242, Mr. Wold also decried the 
presence on the Italian delegation of a man who had been 
Governor of Ethiopia in 1987 when excesses were being 
committed. 

* U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R, 289, 

“U.N. doc, A/C.1/8R. 241. 
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land, and northern Eritrea ** since democratic 
Italy would know how to develop the lands and 
guide the peoples toward independence. South- 
ern Eritrea with an outlet to the sea could be 
transferred to Ethiopia, with a joint Italo-Ethi- 
opian boundary commission assisted by a United 
ations mediator to draw the frontiers. The 
Peruvian delegate, Mr. Belaunde, paid special 
tribute to the colonizing talents of the Italian 
people and called for harmonizing the interests of 
taly Britain, France, and Ethiopia in a manner 
consistent with the welfare of the local popula- 
tions. Although favoring transfer of a zone of 
Eritrea to Ethiopia with an outlet to the sea, 
Peru felt that the rest of the territory, including 
Asmara and Massawa, with their Italian minori- 
ties, should be placed under Italian trusteeship. 
Tripolitania might also be placed under Italian 
trusteeship. Mr. Belaunde referred more gen- 
erally to the British and French interest in the 
other parts of Liby naica and the Fezzan.™ 
In a statement of Calombia’s view, Mr. Zuleta ad- 
vanced ideas similar to those of Argentina and 
Peru. Like them, he asserted that a solution of 
the whole problem should be reached at one time. 
Cuba’s representative, Mr. Alvarez, lauded the 
rinciple of having the General Assembly settle 
ifficult international problems by a majority vote, 
The interests of the native inhabitants, he in- 
sisted, were paramount, and the Italians must ad- 
just to the new situation. Cuba advocated a joint 
trusteeship under Britain, France, and Italy for 
the western ar of Eritrea* and in other re- 
spects subscribed to the position of Peru.” | 
Chilean representative, Mr. Santa Cruz, be- 
lieved that special attention must be given to im- 
proving the standard of living in the former 
colonies. The problem should be viewed as part 
of the over-all need for the economic develop- 
ment of non-self-governing territories in Africa 
in order to assure social progress. The Assembly 
should take this need especially into account in 
its resolution. With reasonable adjustment to 
Ethiopia’s claims to part of Eritrea and to the 
logical position of Britain in Cyrenaica, the 
Chilean delegation believed Italy should be chosen 
to administer the territories.* The Paraguayan 
delegate, Mr. Acosta, favored French administra- 
tion for the Fezzan, and British administration 
for Cyrenaica ; in other respects he favored Italian 


™ Some delegations, notably those from Latin American 
states, spoke of northern and southern Eritrea; generally 
speaking such references applied to what the United 
States and other delegations termed western and eastern 
Eritrea, respectively. The eastern (southern) part is 
that Including the plateau inhabited by Coptic Christians, 
and the towns of Assab, Asmara, and Massawa. 

* U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.241. 

"In defining the western part of Eritrea, the Cuban 
delegate included “the Moslem province and the cities of 
Asmara and Massawua.” 

” U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.242., 

"U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.243. 
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administration. He was prepared to accept post 
ponement of decision if that were in beet 
interests of peace and security.” 

The Dominican Republic spokesman, Mr. 
Urena, sug the establishment of a well- 
defined advisory body, including represen ‘oun. 
of the inhabitants, to agaist the Trusteeship Coun- 
eil in its supervision of Italian administration of 
Tripolitania.” Mr. Stolk (Venezuela) favored 
Italian trusteeship in part of Eritrea and in 
Somaliland, and thought that consideration 
should be given to Italy and France as adminis- 
trators of Tripolitania and the Fezzan, as well as 
to British administration in Cyrenaica. He 
stressed the interests and wishes of the local peo- 
ples in working out a settlement.” 

The delegates of El Salvador, Bolivia, Guate- 
mala, Panama, Ecuador, Honduras, and Costa 
Rica expressed broadly similar views during the 
initial debate.” 


Attitudes ef india and Pakistan 


The representatives of Pakistan and of India 
indicated support for the principle of direct 
United Nations administration of the territories 
in their statements of April 18, Both showed 
some interest in the Soviet proposal for such an 
arrangement, but each had specific changes in 
mind as to details. 

For Pakistan, Sir Zafrullah Khan deprecated 
the idea of a piecemeal settlement and declared 
that, paying heed to the wishes of the populations, 
the main objective was complete independence of 
all of the territories as soon as possible, Libya, 
he maintained, needed only a short period of prep- 
aration for independence and could be placed 
under United Nations administration for 5 years. 
Ethiopia’s claim for a part of Eritrea should be 
met within proper limits, and the remainder of 
Eritrea, if substantial in size, might require trus- 
teeship. France, Ethiopia, and the United King- 
dom, he thought, should pledge the attainment of 


a united and independent Somaliland to right the | 


uncient wrong of the division of Somali tribes 
under foreign rule.* Suimuliland should become 
independent in 10 years. Sir Zafrulluh believed 





“U.N, doc. A/C.1/8R.244. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.244. To some extent, at least, 
this idea was drawn on, so far as Tripolitania was con- 
cerned, in the draft resolution later developed by a sub- 
committee, and adopted by Committee I. 

* U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.244. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.245, 246, and 248. Costa Rica's 
representative, Mr. Canas, favored maintaining the “ea- 
sential unity of Libya under. an Itallan trusteeship of 
limited duration,” if generally acceptable to the inhabit- 
ants; otherwise he could agree to a limited British trus- 
teeship for Cyrenaica. 

* Sir Zafrullah indicated that the presence of Somalis 
in the Ogaden province of Ethiopia as well as In French 
and British Somaliland, and in the frontier sections of 
Kenya, should thus be kept in mind in planning the dis- 
position of former Italian Somaliland. 
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an advisory committee of nine,” to assist the 
United Nations administrator in each territory, 


would be desirable. As for 


possible Security 
Council su 


rvision of strategic points in the terri- 
tories, Pakistan could agree rovided that, for 
such purpose, it be unders that the Security 
Council would set aside the use of the veto. In 
eral, the Pakistan statement was weighted with 
arp criticism of Italy’s past record and with 
stress on the opposition to that countr ‘s return 
which might be expected from the inhabitants. 
In lower key, Sir Zafrullah also spoke sli htingly 
of progress toward independence in French No 
African territories.” 

India’s view, as stated by Mr. Setalvad, was that 
the wishes and n of the inhabitants should 
heavily outweigh strategic considerations or the 
interests of certain European states. 

Since the Four Power:Commission had revealed 
that the inhabitants were not ready for independ- 
ence, a direct United Nations trusteeship would 
best. serve their interests and help them attain 
early independence. Mr. Setalva then outlined 
a number of points which, he said, could be worked 
out by the Assembly’s Fourth Committee (Trus- 
teeship Affairs) if the Assembly adopted the - 
principle of direct United Nations trusteeship for 
the territories. These points included provision 
for (2) appointment by the Trusteeship Council 
of a Governor for each territory; (5) creation. of 
a corps of international civil servants to provide 
some of the necessary administrative personnel ; 
(c) transfer of authority from the existing ad- 
ministrations to the United Nations after a short 

riod; (d) establishment of @ police force for 

ocal defense and maintenance of law and order; 
(e) Advisory Councils made up of representa- 
tives of the inhabitants to assist the administra- 
tion in each territory and to take over pro- 
gressively more legislative and executive respon- 
sibility; (/) the holding of a plebiscite in each 
territory after from 10 to 20 years of trusteeship 
to determine whether any of the territories wished 
independence or union with an adjacent area. 

In view of the Ethiopian position, Mr. Setalvad 
advocated an immediate plebiscite, under United 
Nations supervision, Wo determine whether the 
people of eastern Eritrea wished union with Ethi- 
opia. The Indian delegate recognized that his 
whole plan would involve extraordinary expend- 
itures by the United Nations, but he argued that 
the cause was worth the cost.” 


Additional Eastern European Views 


The delegates of Yugoslavia, Poland, the 
Ukrainian S.S.R., Czechoslovakia, and Byelo- 





*In comparison with the Soviet proposal for a seven- 
member Advisory Council, Pakistan favored two more, to 
be named by Egypt and one other Middle Eastern state. 

* U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R. 2438. 

"U.N. doc. A/C.1/8B.244. 
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russia, all adhered faithfully to the position of 
the Soviet Union. They joined in the latter's 
charges of imperialism on the part of the Western 
powers which, they sai papa | in contrast to the 
sound and wise pro s of the U.S.S.R. 

Mr. Vilfan (Yugoslavia) denied the fitness of 
Italy to administer any of the territories, claim- 
ing that she would be subservient to Anglo- 
American military plans and that her treatment of 
the Slovene minor was not such as the peace 
ey required.” Mr. Tarasenko (Ukraine) ac- 
cused Britain and the United States of scheming 
a new “colonial partition” based on military con- 
siderations and a desire for Ba pi Poland’s 
spokesman, Mr. Katz-Suchy, deplored the failure 
of great power machinery to settle this and other 
postwar problems, blamed the so-called Western 
‘aggressive bloc” for this failure, and vilified 
Britain’s record in the administration of dependent 
areas. The Polish delegate, who also vilified the 
United States, France, and Italy, concluded that 
the Soviet proposals were best calculated to meet 
the interests of the local peoples. For Byelorus- 
sia, Mr. Kisselev joined in attacking the motives 
of the United States and Great Britain. Mr. 
Hoffmeister (Czechoslovakia) made a somewhat 
more moderate statement, not lacking in criticism 
of the supposed aims of the Western powers, in 
support of the U.S. S. R. position. 


Arab States’ Views 


Mr. Khachaba (Egy t) addressed the Commit- 
tee on April 19 fol awed by Messrs. Dajani (Saudi 
Arabia) and Sawaidi (Iraq) on April 20. Ex- 
pressing special concern with the former colonies 
on grounds of neighborhood and friendship, Egypt 
asked for the independence and unity of Libye. 
During the Ottoman period, said the Egyptian 
representative, Libya had been autonomous, and 
its peoples had looked to Allied victory in the re- 
cent war as their road to freedom. If, neverthe- 
less, trusteeship were decided upon for Libya, 
Egypt felt strongly that it should be for a short 
period, that unity should be maintained, and that 
an Arab state should participate in the administra- 
tidn. In connection with Libya, Egypt would 
claim the restoration of several small ureas for 
economic and strategic reasons. 

Egypt favored the transfer to Ethiopia of that 
part of Eritrea forming part of the Ethiopian pla- 


“LN. doc. A/C.1/S8R.244. 

“Ibid. The Ukrainian spokesman conveniently over- 
looked the fact that any administering authority would 
have to make a substantial financial outlay for the im- 
provement of conditions in the territories without prospect 
of financial returns, 

“U.N. duc. A/C.1/8R.245, 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.246, 

“These were: the Jaghub oasis, athwart two roads 
from Cyrenaica into Egypt; the desert plateau of Sollum 
aud the town of Bardia; and the oases of Arcona and 
Karad in the Siwa urea. U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.245. 
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teau and whose ulation favored such union. 
The remainder, Mos em jnhabited, could logically 
be added to the Sudan. For Somaliland, Egypt 
favored a single-power trusteeship leading to jn- 
dependence. Mr. Khachaba did not suggest an 
appropriate state to fill that role.“ 
e representative of Saudi Arabia, Mr. Da- 
jani, noted that, according to the Four Power 
ommission’s report, the territories were not yet 
ready for independence. He questioned such a 
judgment with respect to Libya. He did not wish 
to see a repetition of the rivalry of various powers 
for mandates, as after the First World War. 
probably it would be best to apply the trusteeship 
system, but for a fixed period of time, with inde- 
dence the stated goal and with the administer- 
ing power to be selected on the basis of the wishes 
of the inhabitants. Like Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
stressed the maintenance of the unity of Libya and 
could not understand an argument put forward by 
France that the three parts of Libya were quite 
separate. Mr. Dajani did not comment directly 
on Eritrea or Somaliland. 

Mr. Sawaidi of Iraq, reemphasized the idea of 
Libyan unity and maintained that trusteeship, 
where applied, should be transitory and should not 
be used as a basis for various powers to retain con- 
trol in territories under their administration. 
With respect to Eritrea and Somaliland, he ex- 
pressed views similar to those of Egypt. 


South African and Australian Pesitions 


In contrast to the rigid identity of views mani- 
fested by the Eastern European states, two British 
Dominions, South Africa, and Australia, ap- 
proached the matter from somewhat different 
points of view. 

Asserting his country’s special interest in the 
problem as an African matter, Mr. Andrews 
(Union of South Africa) believed that a stable 
and secure settlement required individual trustee- 
ship. He favored giving Britain responsibility 
in Cyfenaica, France in the Fezzan, and Italy in 
Tripolitania, Eritrea, and Somaliland, with an 
Eritrean port to be ceded to Ethiopia. South 
Africa believed that administration by several 
powers led only to friction, while direct United 

ations administration raised serious problems of 
authority and financial support. Although ae 
was more nearly ready for independence than the 
other territories, the future was too uncertain to 
fix a time limit on trusteeship.“ 

Mr. Hood (Australia) felt that unless, after 
further consideration, substantial agreement 
could be reached, it might be advisable to establish 
the Assembly’s own special commission to review 
all relevunt factors and to report with recommen- 


“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.245, 
“U.N. doc, 4/C.1/S8R.246. 
“ Ibid. 
“ [bid. 
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dations in the fall. Such a commission could 
visit the respective territories and prepare a satis- 
factory basis for Assembly action. Australia pre- 
ferred a comprehensive solution based on the needs 
of the inhabitants and on the reasonable interests 
of certain states but was not prepared to state her 
definite views on each territory. 


Other Views 


The Belgian and Netherlands delegates favored 
individual trusteeship arrangements, taking into 
account Italy’s experience'and capacity and Ethi- 
opia’s special claims to part of Eritrea. Both felt 

at the United Kingdom could appropriately be 
responsible in Cyrenaica, and France in the Fez- 
zan.*’ Liberia and Burma were opposed to vest- 
ing Italy with trusteeship responaibility for any 
of the territories. Both felt special recognition 
of Ethiopia’s claims in Eritrea was called for. 
Mr. Cooper (Liberia) prefered direct United Na- 
tions administration generally, but could accept 
a short-term British trusteeship in Cyrenaica and 
temporary British administration of the rest of 
Libya and Somaliland until a final settlement 
there would be reached. Mr. So Nyun (Burma) 
also favored direct United Nations administra- 
tion except, possibly, in the case of Libya which 


seemed ready for independence and should not: 
‘have.its unity impaired. Colonialism and “frus- 


trated nationalism,” he remarked, must not be al- 
lowed to cause the same kind of trouble in Africa 
as they had unfortunately engendered in the 
East.“ 

Turkey, said Mr. Ussakligil, would have pre- 
ferred immediate independence for the territories 
but conceded that transitional trusteeships could 
be of benefit. The United Kingdom could be 
given a 5- to 10-year trusteeship for Cyrenaica, and 
regenerated Italy given responsibility in Italian 
Somaliland. After reuniting a proper section 
of Eritrea with Ethiopia, the remaining portions 
of Eritrea and Libya should be administered pro- 
visionally by a state with means and the demo- 
cratic ideals needed to Promote independence.” 
China, on the other hand, hoped that, save for a 
portion of Eritrea which Ethiopia should have, the 
remaining territories might come under direct 
United Nationsadministration. Five years should 
suffice to bring Libya to independence, and 
the General Assembly should review the progress 
of Eritrea and Somaliland toward independence 
after 5 and 10 years respectively. The Chinese 
delegate, Mr. Koo, contended that article 77, para- 
graph 1 (b) of the Charter was designed to meet 
such a case as that of the former Italian colonies.” 
China had been active at San Francisco in seeing 
that article 81 of the Charter included provision 
that “the Organization itself” could be the ad- 

“U.N. doc, A/C.1/8R.244 and 245. 

“U.N. doc, A/C.1/S8R.245, 


“U.N. doc, A/C.1/SK.248. 
“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.244. 
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ministering authority for trust territories. Mr. 
Koo was not ready to admit that financial and 
administrative problems peculiar to a United Na- 
tions trusteeship could not be satisfactorily met.“ 


First Hearings of Representatives of the Inhabitants 


Sub-Committee 14," which had been established 
on April 11 to “screen” organizations and groups 
claiming to represent substantial sectors of 
opinion in the various territories, recommended 
initially that the representatives of three such 
groups be heard directly by the First Committee. 
These were: the Moslem League of Eritrea, the 
New Eritrea Pro-Italia Party, and the Somali 
Youth League. On April 20 and 21 the spokes- 
men for these groups were invited to the Com- 
mittee table to make statements and answer ques- 
tions.” 

The spokesman for the Moslem League of Eri- 
trea * maintained that Eritrea’s population was 
predominantly Moslem and that the remainder 
was not homogeneous. His group opposed the 
transfer of any part of Eritrea to Ethiopia whose 
need of a sea outlet could be served through Ji- 
buti.“ This group asked for an independent Eri- 
trea which would give all necessary guaranties to 
other nationals living there, such as the Italians. 
In reply to a Belgian inquiry, Sultan Ali said that 
if independence were not granted immediately, 
his group would wish trusteeship under the 
United Nations itself.*" 

The New Eritrea Pro-Italia Party ® claiming 
to represent all elements of the population de- 
clared itself opposed to any partitioning of the 
territory and favored Italian trusteeship pre-+ 
paratory to independence. His group, said Mo- 
hammed Abdulla, could not be taken into serious 
account at the time of the four-power investiga- 
tion because it had just been formed.” Denying 
that there were any Italians in his party, the 


"Under the general heading of article 77 which refers 
to the categories of territories to which trusteesbip may 
apply, paragraph 1 (b) reads: “Territories which may be 
detached from enemy states as a result of the Second 
World War.” 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.246, 

"Sub-Committee 14 is referred to as the “screening 
sub-committee.” Between Apr. 19 and May 2 it made 
five reports to Comittee I, describing the various groups 
whose requests for hearings it had examined, and for- 
warding its recommendations for a hearing before Coin- 
mittee I for the representatives of certain of those groups. 
See U.N. doc. A/C.1/439; U.N. doc. A/C.1/441, 442, and 
443 and A/C.1/445. 

* At the 247th and 248th meetings. 

“Ibrahim Sultan Ali. 

“In French Somaliland. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.247. The Ethlopian delegate 
challenged Sultan Ali's estimate of the proportion be- 
tween Moslem aud non-Moslem residents of Eritrea. 

* Represented by Blatta Mohammed Abdulla. 

” He claimed a current membership of 400 thousand. 
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spokesman had no alternative other than Italian 
trusteeship to suggest. He emphasized the wide- 
spread use of Italian by the population as an 
unportant factor, 

Mr. Issa (Somali Youth League) who was heard 
on April 21 claimed to represent the overwhelmin 
majority of the people of Italian Somaliland. He 
said that administration by Italy would be com- 
pletely unacceptable. That country, he argued, 
had forfeited all claim to return as the administer. 
ing power, because of 50 roars of misrule and be- 
cause of the stipulation of the Italian peace treaty. 
An outlet for Italy’s surplus population never had 

n met and never could be through immigration 
to Somaliland. Replying to a Liberian question, 
Mr. Issa said his people would offer physical re- 
sistance if Italy should return. He concluded by 


asking for any suitable trusteeship arrangement. 
e y He fad in 


provided that Italy were exclude 


mind a trusteeship period of 10 years preparatory: 


to independence. 


Gromyko-Dulles Exchange 


At the conclusion of these first hearin , Mr. 
Gromyko (U.S.S.R.) spoke again and charged 
that military plans of the United States and the 
United Kingdom were causing difficulties for the 
General Assembly, as had been the case during the 
four-power discussions. He amplified previous 
charges of British maladministration and said 
that Italy’s interests could be properly met 
through participation in the Advisory Councils 
provided for in the U.S.S.R. proposal for United 
Nations administration. Again accusing Britain 
and the United States of seeking to gain contrel 
over the territories for dubious strategic reasons, 
he argued that the problem of cost involved in 
United Nations trusteeships need not prove in- 
soluble.* . 

In reply Mr. Dulles (United States) pointed out 
that since the U.S.S.R. had not shared in the sacri- 
fices of the North African campaigns, it was hardly 
qualified to dismiss “the relevancy of this area to 
international peace and security.” He wondered 
when the Soviet Union would submit for the judg- 
ment of the United Nations the matter of settle- 
ment for certain areas which the Soviet army had 
overrun during the war. Until such time, it ill- 
behooved Mr. Gromyko to criticize the interna- 
tional approach of the Western powers. Since 
the United Nations had unfortunately become a 
“battle-ground for two different points of view,” 
the proposal for direct administration by the or- 
ganization, originally made by the United States 
in 1945, was not feasible. In addition, the United 
Nations budget would hardly be adequate for the 
purpose of financing such arrangements. Mr. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.247. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.248. 

“U.N. doc, A/C.1/8R.248, 


September 12, 1949 


Dulles pointed out that the world could easily 
distinguish those nations which wished to co- 
operate constructively in solving postwar prob- 
lems and those which did not. He decried Soviet 
insistence that others were obstructing a solution.” 

At the 249th meeting (April 21) some further 
general discussion took place. The representa- 
tive of France reviewed the history of the four- 
power negotiations so as to correct inaccuracies 
in the Soviet version.“ Argentina and Peru re- 
stated their earlier positions and described the 

‘S.S.R. plan as unrealistic. Mr. McNeil (United 
Kingdom) replied vigorously to the Soviet asper- 
sions on his country’s administration of the terri- 
tories and promised to circulate a document givin 
details on the extent of the removal of industria 
equipment from Eritrea and Italian Somaliland 
during the war. He cited sections of the Four 
Power Commission report giving definite figures 
on the deficit incurred by the British administra- 
tion in the various territories. He also felt that 
Britain’s colonial experience and record merited 
the confidence of the members. He observed that 
strategic factors in the North African picture were 
quite properly being considered in the world 

orum, although the U.S.S.R. had taken what it 
wanted in the way of bases, unilaterally, as in 
Lithuania.” 

After Poland’s representative had again casti- 

gated British colonial administration and the al- 

eged desire of the United States for world domi- 
nation, the Chairman proposed that the Commit- 
tee adjourn discussion of the problem a few days 
until hearings of additional groups of the inhabi- 
tants would be possible. The Committee agreed 
to this plan.” 

Five days later, on April 26, prior to the sec- 
ond stage of hearings for groups of the inhabi- 
tants, the Polish delegate attempted, on a point of 
order, to resurrect discussion of the execution of 
the two Greek trade unionists which he had sought 
to have considered at the 243d meeting. He was 
ruled out of order by the Chairman to the ac- 
companiment of protests from the representatives 
of Byelorussia and the Ukraine. 

Mr. Tarchiani ® then delivered a statement out- 
lining what Italy had been able to do in the past 
toward the improvement of conditions in the for- 
mer colonies. Before Fascism, he related, demo- 
cratic Italy had encouraged native participation 
in local assemblies and in the administration, had 


“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.248. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.240, 

“This was duly circulated as a Working Paper, U.N. 
doc. A/C.1/W.8, on April 21, 

“U.N. doc. A4/0.1/8R.249. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.249. At this time the only pro- 
posals so far submitted were the U.S.S.R. “suggestions” 
(A/C.1/488) and the Uruguayan propvsal for an 11-mem- 
ber subcommittee to prepare a draft resolution on all 
the territories for the First Committee's consideration. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1./8R.250. 

* Italian Ambassador to the United States. 
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advanced educational facilities, and had improved 
transportation and health conditions. Italian set- 
tlers had, even more recently, remained on 
friendly terms with the indigenous peoples, Italy, 


he said, was preparing constructive development 
Jans in the hope that some of the territories might 
entrusted to her charge.” 

In reply to arguments that direct: United Na- 
tions trusteeship would run into financial difficul- 
ties, Mr. Setalvad (India) claimed that a United 
Nations trusteeship might have to meet a deficit 
of only about 5.5 million dollars annually.” South 
Africa, on the other hand, suggested that it would 
be well to decide the question of single or multiple 
trusteeship and then determine the choice of ad- 
ministering powers. South Africa did not feel 
that the cession of an appreciable part of Eritrea 
to Ethiopia reflected the wishes of the inhabitants 
though it favored an Ethiopian outlet to the sea. 
It again urged a positive role for Italy, particu- 
larly in Tripolitania, and felt that if agreement 
could be reached on British administration in 
Cyrenaica, French in the Fezzan, and Italian in 
Italian Somaliland, it would then be possible to 
deal with Eritrea and Tripolitania where a posi- 
tive role for Italy seemed indicated.” | 

In a lengthy speech, Mr. Asha (Syria) then 


argued Italy’s financial incapacity to carry the 
burden of administration and feared rivalry 
among Britain, France, and Italy if each were 
placed in charge of oneof theterritories. He sug- 


ested that Latin American delegations support- 


ing Italian desires were not aware of realities and © 


that they were too distant to appreciate the feel- 
ing in Asia and the Middle East toward colonial- 


isn. Syria called for the earliest possible inde- 
péndence and unity of Libya.” 


Continued Hearings for Representatives 
of the Inhabitants 

At the recommendation of Sub-Committee 14, 
two additional spokesmen representing organiza- 
tions of the inhabitants appeared before Commit- 
tee I on the afternoon of April 26. These were 
Mr. Bairu (Unionist Party of Eritrea) and Mr. 
Shenaib (National Congress of Cyrenaica). Mr. 
Bairu claimed that since 1941 his party had fa- 
vored union with Ethiopia and had at that time 
been led to believe that the British would support 
such a solution, There were ethnic and linguistic 
rensons for such union. He claimed to represent 
700 thousand individuals. Mr. Bairu said many 
Moslems adhered to his party’s view. He sug- 
gested that the Pro-Italia Party was inspired 
from Rome and minimized the importance of the 
Moslem League and its anti-Ethiopian platform." 





"U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R-250. 
" [did. 
" [bid. 
* Ibid. 
“U.N, doc. A/C.1/8R. 251. 
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Mr. Shenaib (of the Cyrenaican National Con- 
gress) cited the autonom enjoyed by Cyrenaica 
uring its Ottoman period and ¢ arged Italy with 
oppression and decimation of the population. He 
recalled the aid proffered the British b the Emir 
Sayid Idris el Senussi, the Cyrenaican leader, dur- - 
ing the critical campaigns of 1940 and claimed that 
that this gave rise to the clear desire for independ- 
ence. He deplored the continuance of military ad- 
ministration since the war but paid tribute to the 
patience and political maturity of the Cyrenaicans. 
n response to questions from the Belgian and Aus- 
tralian delegates, Mr. Shenaib said that Cyrenai- 
ca’s independence might be coupled with the unit 
of Libya, provided that the Tripolitanians woul 
accept the rule of the Emir. - is people, he said, 
would not at this stage accept trusteeship although 
they acknowledged the benevolent conduct of 
Great Britain. ‘They would, if necessary, resist 
the return of Italy by force.” 

Mr. Schukry, spokesman for the National 
Council for the Liberation of Libya, was heard 
on April 27. He appealed at once for unity and 
independence, asserting that separate regimes 
would be contrary to the wishes of the people. 
The people of Cyrenaica and Tripolitania were 
clearly opposed to the return of Italian rule, and 
it was regrettable that expression of the views of 
the peop e of the Fezzan had been discouraged 
by the French. If able to express their wishes, he 
believed that the Fezzanese too would claim in- 
Mr. Schukry 
challenged Ital ’s claim to have advanced the 
well-being of African peoples and denied that the 
recent municipal elections in Tripoli implied sup- 
port of Italy’s claims. He also asserted that the 
riots in 1948 in Tripoli were in fact directed 
against the Italian community. Italian improve- 
ments in Libya, he maintained, were solely for 
the benefit of Italian settlers. There had been 
only a few thousand of these, despite efforts to 
persuade more people to emigrate. In conclusion, 
Mr. Schukry said that the people of Libya were 
in favor of the rule of the Senussi Emir over a free 
and united Libya and that this was not a new 
attitude.” 

Replying to a question from the Philippine 
delegate, Mr. Schukry said that Libyans did not 
want any form of trusteeship, not even under the 
United Nations. They considered themselves 
ready for independence and would know how to 
obtain financial assistance on their own if neces- 
sary as many other independent countries were 
doing.” 

On April 28 and 29 Committee I listened to 
the representatives of five more groups recom- 
mended for hearings by Sub-Committee 14.. Mr. 
Perlzweig (Jewish Community of Tripolitania) 





* U.N. doc, A/C.1/SR. 251. 
* U.N: doc, A/C.1/8R. 252. 
" Ibid. 
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appealed for guaranties in the Tripolitanian set- 
tlement for the Jewish community and other mi- 
norities. The Jewish community sought no ape 
cial privileges and desired to live on amicable 
terms with the Arabs but it had been subjected 
to violence and discrimination instigated, perhaps, 
from outside the country. He advocated no par- 
ticular form of administration, but asked that any 
new regime be required to protect equal rights, 
civil and religious, with some supervision of such 
matters by an international body.” 

Mr. Ciccolungo (National Association of Refu- 
gees.from Libya and East Africa) claimed the 
status of “African citizens of Italian language” 
for the groups he represented.” Hea ed for 
fair treatment of the Italian refu, rom Africa 
who had worked constructively there in the past 
and wished to return. Their lands had been won 
by reclamation from the desert, he said, not taken 
from the Arabs. Fruitful cooperation between 
the former colonies and Italy, if the latter were 
to be given trusteeship responsibility generally, 
would benefit both the people of the territories 
and of Italy.” A somewhat similar statement 
was made by Mr. Sellabi (Association of Libyan 
Ex-Servicemen) who opp a Libyan regime 
under the rule of the Senussi and praised Italy’s 
past contribution. He favored Italian trustee- 
ship for Libya, followed by early independence." 

Mr. Casciani (Italo-Eritrean Association) asked 
for the immediate independence of Eritrea. 
Although his cep included Italian elements 
friendly toward Italy, its members regarded Eri- 
trea as their homeland. Any division of Eritrea 
would injure the territory’s economy and cause 
social damage. Ethiopia’s need for an outlet to 
the sea could be met by the granting of free zones 
and did not require annexation of territory. If 
the Assembly could not a on immediate in- 
dependence, then, said Mr. Casciani, Italian trust- 
teeship would be the next best solution. Partition 
in any case was to be avoided.” 

A combined group known as the Conference of 
Somaliland and the Progressive League of Mijer- 
tini presented its views through Mohadalle Mo- 
hamed. He maintained that the Somali Youth 
League heard earlier had misrepresented the 
wishes of the people. The Somali Conference 
claimed more than two-thirds support of the entire 
population. 

What was really needed, said Mohadalle Mo- 
hamed, was a period of guidance by a suitable 
European nation toward independence as an 
Islamic state and with opportunity for admission 
of Somalis to the administration as well as to 
higher institutions of learning. Italy was fitted, 
he said, to discharge such a trusteeship effectively 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.258. 

* [did. 

” Ibid. 
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September 12, 1949 


IRESS 





and would be welcomed for that purpose by the 
people.™ ; 

All in all, Committee I had now given ear to 
the representatives of 12 groups claiming to speak 
for the peoples of the territories involved. In view 
of the conflicting claims regarding their follow- 
ing and their conflicting testimony as to proper 
disposition of the territories, it was indeed difficult 
for the Committee to reconcile all the views put 
forward. The next few days were spent in ex- 
ploring the ground with a view to developing a 
proposed solution which, if not perfect, might 
receive general support. 


Resumption ef the General Debate 
Immediately following the hearings, the repre- 


_ Sentative of the Philippines, Mr. rr eeteS made a 


strong speech against the idea of single-power 
trusteeship. The inhabitants of Libya opposed 
the return of Italian rule, but Italy and pt 
could have a voice in the administration of that. 
area by the United Nations through the Trustee- 
ship Council. The Philippines, he said, respected 
Latin culture and Italy’s democratic tradition, but 
could only wonder whether ‘perhaps a “peaceful 
and democratic” Japan might not similarly some 
day request the restoration of Formosa, Okinawa, 
and Korea. The day for such moves was over, 
said Mr. Romulo, who reminded the Latin Ameri- 
can delegations the crusade for freedom of Simon 
Bolivar and José Rizal. The Haitian delegate 
endorsed Mr. Romulo’s views."* Peru, replying 
to Mr. Romulo, asserted that her position took ac- 
count of the interests of the inhabitants and rep- 
resented a step forward in line with the principle 
of independence.” 


til. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS PUT FORWARD 


United Kingdom Draft 


After the Chairman had declared the end of 
the general debate, Mr. McNeil (United Kingdom) 
distributed a draft resolution on behalf of his 
delegation and outlined its provisions.” In brief, 
it proposed : 

(a) that Libya achieve independence after 10 years 
if the General Assembly then approved, with an interim 
period of advice and ussistance under trusteeship; 

(b) that Cyrenaica, without prejudice to subsequent 
incorporation in a united Libya, be pluced under trustee- 
sbip with Britain as the administering power, the terms 
of trusteeship to be drawn by the Trusteeship Council 
and subject to later approval by the Assembly ; 


“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR. 254. 
“U.N. doc. A/0.1/SR.254. 
* [did. 
™ Ibid. 
“U.N. doc. A/C.1/446, May 8, 1949. 
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(c) that Egypt, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States jointly develop a plan for submis- 
aion to the Fourth Assembly, for the application of trus- 
teeship to the rest of Libya, with attention to adminis- 
trative relationships with Cyrenaica :* 

(ad) that Eritrea, except for the weatern province, be 
incorporated into Ethiopia, under conditions providing 
guaranties for the protection of minorities in Asmara, 
Massawa, and elsewhere, and incorporation of the western 
province into the adjacent Sudan ; 

(e) that Italian Somaliland be placed under trustee- 
ship with Italy as the administering authority ; 

(f) that the necessary agreements for putting into effect 
the recommendations on Eritrea and Somaliland be ne- 

tiated, on behalf of the Assembly, by the Trusteeship 

uncil (on trusteeship matters) and the Interim Com- 
mittee (on nontrusteeahip matters). 


Mr. Dulles (United States) expressed general 
support for the British draft and felt that it con- 
tained a practical basis for further study. He ob- 
served that it proposed, in the main, principles for 
settlement, not a final solution. The French re 
resentative, Couve de Murville, objected that the 
British draft did not provide a complete settlement 
and questioned its provisions on Eritrea and on 
Libya as a whole.” | 


Latin American Draft 


Padilla Nervo (Mexico) then presented a draft 
resolution in behalf of the Latin American delega- 
tions, in the interests of harmonizing vicws and 
promoting « fair settlement.” The draft pro- 
vided for: 


(a) Libya to obtain independence 10 years after the 
resolution was adopted if the Assembly then approved; 
meanwhile she would be placed under trusteeship with 
Egypt, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States who would jointly submit conclusions as to manner 
of trusteeship to the Fourth Assembly session; 

(b) Italian Somaliland to be placed under trusteeship 
after a similar study by Ethiopia, France, Italy, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States; 

(c) the same powers as those in the case of Somaliland 
to study and récommend appropriate trusteeship for Eri- 
trea, leading to independence, subject to the “just claims” 
of Ethiopia ; 

(d) agreements necessary to give effect to the foregoing 
recommendations to be submitted for subsequent approval 
by the General Assembly. 


Mr. Nervo noted that the Latin American draft 
avoided partitioning Eritrea and placed no par- 
ticular emphasis on the immediate form of govern- 
ment or final destiny of Cyrenaica. It provided a 


means for achieving a sound and over-all plan at 
the September session.” 


indian Draft 
On behalf of India, Mr. Setalvad next explained 





“The five states would also obtain the comments of 
the Trusteship Council on this particular problem. 

*” U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.256. 

"U.N.. doc. A/C.1/8R.449, May 4, 1949. Co-sponsors 
were: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

“U.N. doc. A/0,1/8R.256, 
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hia delegation’s draft resolution.“ It provided 
rs 

(a) trusteeship for Libya and Somaliland, with the 
United Nations as the administering Authority, for a 
period of from 10 to 20 years, to be determined in each 
case by the General Assembly on the recommendation of 
the Trusteeship Council. Thereafter those territories 
would become independent or be joined with adjacent 
territories according to the inhabitants’ wishes as re- 
vealed through a plebiscite; 

(b) the Fourth Committee,” in consultation with the 
Fifth Committee," to prepare detailed proposals for the 
Assembly on appropriate means of administration by the 
United Nations and on how and when authority should 
be transferred from the existing administrations to that 
organisation ; 

(c) the wishes of Eritrea’s people on the matter of 
union with Ethiopia to be ascertained through dispatch 
of a special commission which could hold a plebiscite or 
adopt other appropriate means, and which would report 
its finding on whether all “or any part” of Eritrea should 
be joined to Ethiopia; such commission would consist of 
7 members of different nationalities appointed to serve 
in their individual capacities by the Secretary-General ; 

(d) the Fourth Committee to make its recommenda- 
tions to the Assembly on Libya and Somaliland by --.._. 


annnenee » and the special commission for Eritrea to report 
to the Assembly in time for the next session. 


The Indian delegate maintained that the ad- 
ministrative and budgetary problem could be 
solved under India’s resolution, and that refer- 
ences to a lack of agreed direction in Trieste and 
Berlin were irrelevant since the Trusteeship Coun- 


cil acted by simple majority.” 


Australian Draft 


Australia then presented a draft, maintaining 
that agreement on a settlement at the present ses- 
sion appeared most unlikely. Mr. Hood felt that 
the Latin American draft amounted to postpone- 
ment of a real decision, but a vote even in principle 
at the present stage would be premature. Be- 
sides, the hearings of political groups of the in- 
habitants had not made clear the true wishes of 
the local peoples. On past experience of the 
United Nations with such matters, Australia pro- 
posed appointment of a 7-member Special Com- 
mittee to investigate thoroughly the affairs of any 
territories on which the Assembly failed to reach 
@ decision and to report, with such proposals as 
it felt appropriate, to the Secretary-General by 
September 1, 1949.% Haiti immediately ex- 
pressed interest in the Australian draft, subject 
to minor changes." 

The 257th meeting closed after Mr. Tarchiani 
(Italy) had observed that of the 12 local organiza- 


"U.N. doc. A/C.1/448 and Corn 1. 

“On Trusteeship Affairs. 

“On Administrative and Budgetary Affairs. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.257. 

“U.N. doc. A/G.1/447 and A/C.1/SR.257. 

“Mr. St. Lot belleved the Special Committee should not 
have to produce a report at the time of the fourth General 
Assembly. He also now believed that the matter of Ethi- 
opian claims to part of Eritrea might best be settled by 
a plebiscite. 
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tions which had been heard, 6 had been in favor of 
Italian trusteeship while only 4 had strongly op- 
posed it, and of these, 3 wanted immediate inde- 
pendence. He cautioned against acceptance of 
the United Kingdom plan for dividing Eritrea as 
a dangerous precedent.” Mr. Ryckmans (Bel- 
gium) was not enthusiastic about any of the pro- 
posals advanced but was somewhat disposed 
toward the United Kingdom draft, if its defect in 
not providing for a simultaneous over-all settle- 
ment were remedied. He suggested amendment 
of the fourth paragraph in order to provide that 
the five-power study group for Libya present 
specific trusteeship agreements to the next 
Assembly.” 


iraqi Proposals 


When discussion was resumed by the Commit- 


tee on May 9, Mr. Muntaz (Iraq) strongly objected 
to any plan for the dismemberment of Libya or 
to any partition or diminution of Eritrean terri- 
tory without knowing the real wishes of the in- 
habitants. His delegation circulated three sepa- 
rate drafts dealing with Libya, Eritrea, and 
Italian Somaliland. For Libya immediate in- 
dependence would be granted. For Italian 


Somaliland, a 10-year period of trusteeship would 


be provided under the administration of five states 
with Egypt, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States to consider and propose 
suitable terms of trusteeship to the fourth General 
Assembly. For Eritrea, a five-nation commission 
would ascertain the “real wishes” of the inhabi- 
tants and report its findings to the next Assembly 
session.” 


Revised Soviet Draft 


Proclaiming devotion only to the lofty prin- 
ciples of the Charter, and again attributing base 
motives to the United States and Great Britain, 
Mr. Gromyko then presented his delegation’s re- 
vised proposal* which had been modified in an 
effort to make it more attractive to certain other 
delegations. As revised, the Soviet draft now 
called for direct United Nations trusteeship for 
Libya, Eritrea, and Somaliland, with independ- 
ence for the first two in 5 years and in 10 years for 
the latter. An administrator, appointed by the 





* U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.257. 

* Ibid., and U.N. doc. A/C.1/451' dated May 9. This 
change would be accomplished by insertion of the words 
“including the trusteeship agreements necessary to im- 
plement them,” after the words “terms and twonditions” 
in the fourth paragraph of the United Kingdom draft. 

*U.N. doc. A/C.1/455, 456, and 457. 

*Mr. Wold of Ethiopia intervened In the discussion at 
this point to reassert that the majority of a large part of 
Eritrea clearly wished union with Ethiopia; he deprecated 
any iden of an additional fact-finding commission on that 
point. He again emphasized the economic dependence of 
enatern Eritrea upon Ethiopia. 

*°U.N. doc. A/C.1/8B.264. U.N. doc. A/C.1/433 rev. 1. 
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Trusteeship Council for each territory, would be 
assisted by an Advisory Council of 9 members, 6 
of them representatives of States and 3 representa- 
tives of the people of the territory.‘ A territorial 
concession would be made to provide Ethiopia 
with an outlet to the sea. Strategic points in all 
three areas, if so designated by the Council, would 
be administered by the latter. 

Mr. Gromyko asserted that the recruitment of 
necessary international personnel need not be 
difficult, and the “administrators” would have 
authority subject only to the Trusteeship Council 
where no veto power prevailed. | 


Decision te Establish 
a Drafting Subcommittee 


After the Chinese and Australian delegates had 
commented on the various proposals before the 
Committee, Mr. Dulles( United States) stated his 
belief that the time had come to move toward find- 
ing some “common denominators” through ap- 
pomtment of a subcommittee as earlier suggested 

y Uruguay. He urged the importance of making 
every effort to achieve substantial progress at the 
current session, since delay might carry real in- 
justice. He submitted a United States draft 
resolution * providing for a subcommittee of 15 
member states to consider the various proposals 
“which have been submitted or may be submitted 
to the Committee,” and to report with a draft 
resolution for the Committee’s consideration by 
noon of May 12. 

_While the United States proposal was awaiting 
distribution, the Committee accorded a short final 
hearing to Mr. Rossi (Italo-Eritrean Association) 
and to Mr. Issa (Somali Youth League). The 
former made a renewed plea for the independence 
of Eritrea under the protection of Italy and an- 
other power to be named by the United Nations 
after verifying what second state would be agree- 
able to the inhabitants. Mr. Issa now asked for 
the immediate independence of Somaliland or a 
suitable trusteeship from which Italy would be 
excluded. 


Discussion then proceeded on the proposal for 


‘Thus Libya’s Advisory Council would have representa- 
tives of the United Kingdom, U.8.S.R., France, Italy, 
United States, and Egypt, plus 1 European and 2 Arab 
residents chosen by the 6 government members; the 6 for 
Eritrea would include the United Kingdom, U.8.8.R., 
France, Italy, United States, and Ethiopia and would 
choose 1 European resident and 2 indigenous representa- 
tives; the 6 for Somaliland would be the same as for 
Eritrea, with the same provision for inclusion of 8 resi- 
dents of the area. 

*Mr. Koo now believed that the Latin American draft 
was appropriate, while Mr. Hood, in anticipation of post- 
ponement, renewed the suggestion for study between Ag- 
sembly sessions by a United Nations commission. 

*U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.264; A/C.1/458, May 9. The 
United States draft proposed tbe following membership: 
Argentina, Australia, Brasil, Chile, Denmark, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, France, India, Iraq, Mexico, Union of South 
Africa, U.8.8.R., United Kingdom, and the United States. 
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establishment of a drafting subcommittee." Uru- 
guay voiced apport for the proposal. Mr. Tara- 


senko (Ukraine) objected that the procedure was 
“impracticable” and the Polish delegate a, 
complaining that the composition of the pro 
subcommittee needed more representation from 
Eastern Europe. 

The representative of Czechoslovakia proposed 
that Poland be named to replace Chile. Mr. 
Gromyko described the proposal for a drafting 
subcommittee as a “maneuver” and the representa- 
tive of Byelorussia suggested that both Poland 
and Czechoslovakia be added.* Separate votes 
were taken on the proposal to add Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. e inclusion of Poland 
was adopted by 18 to 12, with 27 abstentions. .The 
inclusion of Czechoslovakia was rejected by. 8 to 
12, with 82 abstentions. Thus amended the 
United States proposal was adopted by 33 ‘to 0 
with 20 abstentions. The Committee had rounded 
out a solid month of debate on this issue.° 


IV. SUB-COMMITTEE 15 


The Sub-Committee met on May 10” elected L, 
Padilla Nervo (Mexico) as its chairman and Her- 
mond Lannung (Denmark) as its rapporteur and 
proceeded forthwith to consider the most desir- 
able approach with a view to finding a common 
denominator to the different proposals submitted 
in the First Committee. . 

The representatives of Traq felt that since there 
was @ proposal to give Libya immediate independ- 
ence, the Sub-Committee’s consideration of Libya 
should be kept separate from its consideration of 


-Eritrea and Somaliland where, in view of the 


draft resolutions, a common denominator existed 
already. To the representative of Argentina, the 
logical step to be followed by the Sub-Committee 
was to decide first whether or not the territories 
in question should be granted immediate inde- 
pendence; failing that, whether or not the system 
of trusteeship should be applied. Should the Sub- 
Committee fail to agree on these approaches, then 
the whole question of the disposal of the former 
Italian colonies would have to be postponed to 
the next session of the General Assembly. With 
this view the representatives of Brazil, Chile, 





‘U.N. doc. 4/0.1/8R. 264. 
*Idid. At ‘this point Czechoslovakia withdrew its 
enendmend which called for the addition of Poland only. 
bid. 


” Representatives on Sub-Committee 15 were: Mr. Arce 
(Argentina), Mr. Hood (Australia), Mr. Muniz (Brasil), 
Mr. Santa Cruz (Chile), Mr. Lanpung (Denmark), Mr. 
Abdul Rahim (Egypt), Mr. Aklilou-Wold (Ethiopia), Mr. 
Burin des Roziers (France), Mr. Ina (India), Mr. Bakr 
(Iraq), Mr. Padilla Nervo (Mexico), Mr. Kats-Suchy 
(Poland), Mr. Jooste (Union of South Africa), Mr. Klimor 
(U.8.8.R.), Mr. Clutton (United Kingdom), and Mr. 
Dulles (United States). No formal minutes were kept 
of the meetings of this Sub-Committee. 
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Egypt, and India seemed to be in general agree- 
ment. 

The United States representative felt that the 
Sub-Committee should decide whether the so- 
lution would be separate for each territory or a 
comprehensive one. He was of the opinion that 
the representatives could not. express their final 
Views on any separate territory unless they knew 
of the over-all views regarding the total settle- 
ments. The Chairman, then, suggested that rep- 
resentatives could express their views on the sep- 
arate territories and would not be obliged to main- 
tain them unless they knew the over-all solution. 

The Chairman summed up this initial phase of 
the Sub-Committee’s discussion as follows: it was 
proposed to deal separately with each of the terri- 
tories concerned with a view to discussing the prin- 
ciple of immediate independence; should that 
prove unacceptable, the discussion could center on 
he principle of trusteeship either under the 
auspices of the United Nations or a collective or 
single trusteeship. In such an event, the repre- 
sentatives would then exchange views on a total 
solution. Should there be no agreement, t- 
ponement would then be indicated. He made it 
clear that the draft resolution, if one was agreed 
upon by the Sub-Committee, would in no way 
prejudice the right or position of any delegation 
in the First Committee. 


Libya 


At Brazil’s suggestion, the Sub-Committee pro- 
ceeded to deal with the territory of Libya. rad, 
supported by India, said that after listening to the 
representatives of the indigenous inhabitants of 
Libya, his delegation was of the view that the 
Libyan people were fit for immediate independ- 
ence. Support for this view was also expressed 
by Egypt. Although there seemed to be general 
agreement about the principle of independence for 
Libya, there was a considerable difference of 
opinion on whether that independence should be 
immediate or whether an interim period should 
be fixed. Argentina, Brazil, and the Union of 
South Africa favored an interim period since 
they felt the area was not ripe for immediate 
independence. To the Polish representative it 
was not sufficient to discuss the phrases immediate 
and interim periods in connection with the prin- 
ciple of independence without knowing what was 
meant by those two phrases. He was of the opin- 
ion that the Sub-Committee should try to estab- 
lish the shortest possible period and an interim 
administration, the nature of which would be most 
conducive to eventual independence. These two 
concepts, he contended, were fully covered by the 
U.S.S.R. proposal submitted in the First Commit- 
tee, both as to the time limit and the nature of the 
administration. 

The Chairman put to the vote the question 
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whether Libya should be granted immediate inde- 
pendence or independence after an interim period. 

ere were 5 in favor of immediate independence, 
10 in favor of an interim period, with 1 absten- 
tion. 

The Sub-Committee, at the suggestion of the 
Chairman, then disc the nature of the in- 
terim period agreed upon; i. e., whether that 
period should be covered by a United Nations, 
a collective, or separate trusteeship. The Egyp- 
tian representative preferred to settle the time 
limit question first and then consider the nature of 
the trusteeship, while the Polish representative 
felt the Sub-Committee was not empowered to dis- 
cuss proposals which were not before it. In the 
view of the representative of Argentina, the terms 
of reference of the Sub-Committee did not prevent 
it from discussing different solutions, Every 
representative on the Sub-Committee had the right 
to suggest whatever he deemed fit, The vote on the 
principle of direct United Nations administration 
for Libya was rejected by 2 in favor, 10 against, 
and 4 abstentions." 

Following the Sub-Committee’s vote rejecting 
the principle of United Nations administration for 
Libya, the representative of the United Kingdom 
stated that ever since his delegation presented its 
draft resolution in the First Committee, his gov- 
ernment had been considering the ibility of 
proposing suggestions that might be acceptable 
to the Latin American delegations. To this end 
his government had been conducting negotiations 
with a view to reconciling the Italian and the 
United Kingdom views. e United Kingdom 
representative assured the Sub-Committee that any 
agreement arrived by his government and that of 
Italy would in no way prejudice any resolution 
to be adopted by the General Assembly. He went 
on to suggest a global solution for Libya along the 
following lines: Cyrenaica should be administered 
by the United Kingdom; Fezzan should be ad- 
ministered by France; and Tripolitania should be 
administered by Italy as of 1951. In the mean- 
time the United Kingdom administering authori- 
ties in Tripolitania would be assisted by an Ad- 


-visory Council ¢omposed of other powers includ- 


ing a representative of the local inhabitants. In 
addition, the three trust powers administering 
Libya would take administrative and coordinative 
steps so as not to prejudice eventual Libyan unity. 

The United Kingdom representative promised 
to circulate a paper embodying these views on the 
understanding that they would be mere suggestions 
and would in no way amount toa proposal. Both, 
the representative of the U,S.S.R. and of Iraq, 


“For immediate independence: Egypt, Iudia, Iraq, Po- 
Jand, and U.8.S.R. For an interim period: Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Denmark, Ethiopia, France, Mexico, Union 
of South Africa, United Kingdom, United States. Ab- 
stention: Australia. 

“* Report of Sub-Committee 15 to the First Committee 
(U.N. doc. A/C.1/406, 11 May 1949, p. 1.) 
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asserted that the Sub-Committee was exceeding its 
terms of reference in entertaining proposals con- 
taining new ideas. It was not a matter for the 
Sub-Committee but for the First Committee where 
all the members of the United Nations are repre- 
sented. The Iraqi suggestion that the Sub-Com- 
mittee adjourn in order to obtain the authoriza- 
tion of the First Committee on the United King- 
dom suggestion was, however, rejected by 4 votes 
in favor, 8 against, and 4 abstentions. 

The United Kingdom suggestions circulated in 
the Sub-Committee in its afternoon meeting of 
May 10 were as follows: 


that it should be agreed in principle that Libya be 
granted independence ten years from the date of the 
adoption of the resolution by the General Assembly, pro- 
vided tbat the General Assembly then decided that this 
step ie appropriute. 


(a) Oyrenuica should, as already suggested in the 
United Kingdom resolution, without prejudice to its incor- 
poration in a United Libya, be placed under the Interna- 
tional Trusteeship System with the United Kingdom as 
the administering authority. 

(0) Feazan should be placed under the International 
Trusteeship System with France as the administering 
authority, also without prejudice to its locorporation in a 
United Libya. 

(c) Tripolitania should, also without prejudice to its 
incorporation in a United Libya, be placed under the In- 
ternational Trusteeship System at the end of 1951 with 
Italy as the administering authority. 


During the interim period, the present British temporary 
administration should continue, but it is suggested that it 
should be assisted by an Advisory Council consisting of 
representatives of the United States, United Kingdom, 
France, Egypt (or another Arab State) and a representa- 
tive of the people of the territory. The scope and duties 
of the Advisory Council including its headquarters and 
the procedure for the transfer of the administration to 
Italy, should be determine?’ jy its members in consulta- 
tion with the administering #ithority. 

The powe Narged with the administration of the 
three territories should take all necessary measures to 
promote the co-ordination of their activities in order that 
nothing should be done to prejudice the attainment of an 
independent Libyan State. The Trusteeship Council 
would be responsible for supervising the execution of this 
provision. 


Support for the United Kingdom sugges- 
tions on Libya was given by Chile, the 
Union of South Africa, and Brazil. The 
opposition was led by the Polish and Iraqi repre- 
sentatives who were joined by the representatives 
of the U.S.S.R. and Egypt. Particularly vehe- 
ment in opposing the United Kingdom suggestion 
was the Polish representative who referred to the 
United Kingdom 8 revised proposals reported in 
the morning’s press (the Bevin-Sforza agreement) 
as “bartering under the table,” and as a territorial 
deal which had been arrived at outside the United 
Nations. The Australian representative cau- 
tioned the Sub-Committee to move with care. 
The Danish representative wanted United King- 
dom administration for Cyrenaica and a joint 
United Kingdom, French, Italian, and Egyptian 
administration for the remaining part of Libya. 
The Iraqi representative reverted to his suggestion 
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that the views of the representatives of the populs- 
tions concerned should be ascertained before the 
Sub-Committee took a vote on the United 
dom suggestions, but the Chairman reminded 
representative of Iraq that the representatives of 
the local population had already stated their views 
before the First Committee and that several dele- 
tions had been guided by these views. Did the 
raqi representative intend to move that the Sub- 
Committee hold up the proceedings until the local 
representatives could be heard again, asked the 
Chairman. In that case he would put such a pro- 
A to a vote. The representative of Iraq in- 
sisted that the representatives of the local popula- 
tion had not been consulted on the form of trustee- 
ship in case immediate independence were denied, 
whereupon the Chairman put the Iraqi proposa 
to a vote, which was defeated by 5 for, 8 against, 
and 8 abstentions. 

The Chairman then asked for a vote on the four 
main principles of the United Kingdom sugges- 
tions, namely : 

(a) independence after 10 years, provided that the Gen- 
eral Assembly agreed to such a step; 

(d) during the 10-year period, Cyrenaica, Tripolitania 
and the Fezzan should be placed respectively under the 
trusteeship of the United Kingdom, Italy, and France; 

(ce) Tripolitania, during an interim period of 2 years, 
should remain under the present British administration 
which would be assisted by a Special Advisory Council, 
as specified in the United Kingdom suggestions; 

(d) The three administering authorities should co- 


ordinate their activities in such a way as not to prejudice 
the future unity of Libya. 


The four principles were adopted by a vote of 8 
for, 5 against, and 8 abstentions.* The Sub- 
Committee voted upon these principles on the un- 
derstanding that it was not committing itself to 
an exact wording, that this was a “tentative vote,” 
and that after the Sub-Committee had seen the 
total picture any representative would be free to 
change his vote. 


italian Somaliland 


No proposal for the independence of Italian 
Somaliland had been submitted to the First Com- 
mittee. The U.S.S.R. proposal recommended a 


.transition period of 10 years, that of India a 


period of 10 to 20 years, and that of the Latin 
American countries recommended that the ter- 
ritory be placed under the international trustee- 
ship system with a view to its future independ- 
ence. The U.S.S.R. favored direct United Na- 
tions administration. The Iraqi representative 
proposed a five-power trusteeship with a 10-year 
transitionary period to independence, and the 
United Kingdom recommended a trusteeship with 
Italy as the administering authority. 


“For: Argentina, Brasil, Chile, France, Mexico, South 
Africa, United Kingdom, and the United States. Against: 
India, Iraq, Egypt, U.8.8.R., and Poland. Abstained: 
Australia, Denmark, and Ethiopia. 
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By a vote of 4 in favor, 9 against, and 8 absten- 
tions, the Sub-Committee rejected the applica- 
tion to Italian Somaliland of the principle 
of a direct United Nations trusteeship.* e 
Sub-Committee, by a vote of 8 for, 10 against, 
and 8 abstentions, rejected the principle of a col- 
lective trusteeship for Italian Somaliland.* Bya 
vote of 9 in favor, 6 against, and 1 abstention, the 
Sub-Committee adopted the Principle that the 
ieee? be pl: under the trusteeship of 


Eritrea 


There were two proposals with regard to Eri- 
trea, namely, the GesR. proposal which en- 
visaged the establishment of a trusteeship with a 
view to eventual independence, and the United 
Kingdom proposal partitioning Eritrea between 
Ethiopia and the Sudan. 

The representative of Ethopia thought the prin- 
ciple of independence should not be discussed since 
the territory was not ready for independence. He 
again u that Eritrea minus the western prov- 
ince be annexed to Ethiopia. In this position he 
was supported by the United Kingdom representa- 
tive whp stated the belief of his delegation that 
Eritrea could not stand by itself. Partition, the 
U.S.S.R. representative argued, was an imperialist 
concept and was in direct contradiction with the 
principles of the Charter. Eritrea, he stated, had 
always existed as a single unit. 

With the Soviet contention that Eritrea had al- 
ways existed as a single unit the representative of 
Ethiopia took issue. Pointing out that the name 
of Eritrea was given by the Italians after the oc- 
cupation of that territory, and that prior thereto 
Eritrea had for thousands of years formed a part 
of Ethiopia, the Ethiopian representative asserted 
that Eritrea could achieve her independence 
within Ethiopia in the same manner as Lithuania 
had achieved independence within the Soviet 
Union. 

_ To the French representative no perfect solu- 
tion was possible for the area. But among the 
imperfect solutions, the U.S.S.R. proposal was not 
acceptable because of the impossibility of imple- 
menting it. Although the French delegation ac- 
cepted the United Kingdom proposal, it would 
reserve its position on the question of Italian com- 
munities for which adequate safeguards must be 


“For: Ethiopia, Indja, Poland, and the U.S.8.B. 
Against: Atgentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, 
France, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, and 
the United States. Abstained: Egypt, Iraq, and Mexico. 

* For: Egypt, Ethiopia, and Irag. Against: Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Denmark, France, India, South Africa, 
U.8.8.R., United Kingdom, and United States. Abstained: 
Australia, Mexico, and Poland. 

“For: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, France, Mex- 
ico, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, and United 
States. Against: Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Iraq, Poland, 
and U.8.8.R. Abstained: Australia. 
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provided. Should the United Kingdom Rite 
sals be adopted, the Sub-Committee, argued the 
French representative, could then proceed to a 
consideration of methods to safeguard the inter- 
ests of the Italian communities, possibly with the 
-help of a newly established subcommittee, includ- 
ing Ethiopia among its members. With the es- 
tablishment of a subcommittee, the Argentine 
representative took issue and although he was not 
pleased with the U.S.S.R. and United Kingdom 
roposals, he deemed it necessary for the Sub- 
ommittee to vote on both pro The United 
States representative shared the views of his 
Argentine colleague. 

- The Sub-Committee then voted on the question 
whether Eritrea should be placed under the trus- 
teeship. The principle of a direct United Nations 
Trusteeship was rejected by 2 votes in favor, 8 
against, and 6 abstentions. 

Before proceeding to a vote on the United King- 
dom proposal, the Ethiopian representative, ad- 
dressing himself to the French reservations with 
respect to guaranteeing the interests of the Italian 
communities, stated that his delegation was ready 
to give all necessary and adequate guaranties to 
safeguard those interests. 

The Australian representative seemed irked by 
the activities of the Sub-Committee which curi- 
ously enough, he said, coincided with an agree- 
ment arrived at outside of the United Nations, The 
reference to “an agreement” pointed at the Bevin- 
Sforza formula. for the disposal of the former 
Italian Colonies. The French delegation, the 
Australian representative pointed out, had in the 
First Committee held views different from those 
expressed in the Sub-Committee. He was inter- 
ested to know the reasons for that reversal of 
policy. Should member states resort to a ents 
outside the United Nations, the Sub-Committee 
would lose its objective charter, since its findings 
would not carry the stamp of the responsibility of 
its members. He recalled that the draft proposals 
presented by Iraq, India, and the Latin American 
states provided for a fuller and more thorough 
investigation of the question. Again Australia 
wondered whether that would not be the best 
course to follow. 

The representative of the United States recalled 
his statement of April 6, 1949, in the First Com- 
mittee, in which he stated that Eritrea minus the 
western province should be incorporated into 
Ethiopia, and that a separate solution should be 
found for the western province. He assured the 
Sub-Committee that his delegation still main- 
tained that position. 

Also in answer to the Australian representative, 
the French representative said that if delegations 
were to maintain strictly their views upon that 
question, no solution would ever be found. The 
French delegation was disposed to accept solu- 
tions that seemed to be acceptable to all. 
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The Sub-Committee proceeded to take a vote on 
the United Kingdom proposal to incorporate 
Eritrea, except for the western province, into 


Ethiopia, “under terms and conditions to include 


appropriate guarantees for the protection of mi- 
norities in Asmara and Massawa and elsewhere.” 
The proposal was adopted by 10 votes for, 3 
against, and 2 abstentions, one representative be- 
ing absent.” 

Another vote was taken on the United Kingdom 
proposal to incorporate the western province into 
the adjacent Sudan. The proposal was carried by 
a vote of 7 for, 2 against, 6 abstentions, and 1 
absent.” 


Pretection ef Minerities 


The Chairman invited the representatives to ex- 
press their views on the question of the protection 
of the Italian minorities in Eritrea. Special trea- 
ties could be concluded with a view to guarantee- 
ing a special status for the cities or for their popu- 
lation, suggested the Chilean representative. The 
United Kingdom representative argued that mem- 
ber states were under specific obligations through 
the United Nations Charter. Since Ethiopia had 
already promised to protect the Italian minorities 
in the cities of Asmara and Massawa, a special 
status for these cities could be agreed upon be- 
tween Ethiopia and the United Nations by 
means of a treaty. Bearing in mind the ex- 
perience with Danzig and Trieste, the repre- 
sentative of the United States declared that 


‘he would vote against giving a special interna- 


tional status to the cities in question, since such a 
status would have disastrous economic and other 
consequences. He felt that the guaranties should be 
thought of in terms of persons and not of territo- 
ries. The United Kingdom representative ex- 
plained that his delegation never contemplated 
any solution for the principal cities which would 
impair Ethiopia’s sovereignty. de had only in 
mind a special municipal status for the cities, not 
anything approaching an international status as, 
for instance, had been granted for Danzig or Tri- 
este. To the representative from the Argentine, 
the important point was that the cities have their 
own special government and not be ruled from 
Addis Ababa. The French representative pointed 
out that, actually, each city under discussion was 
already divided into two distinct administrations: 
one European zone and one Eritrean zone. This 
fact, he said, was made clear by the report of the 


* Wor: Argentina, Brazil, Chile; Denmark, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, France, Mexico, U.K., and U.8. Against: Iraq, 
Poland, and the U.8.8.R. Abstained: Australia and South 
Africa. Absent: India. 

“Wor: Brazil, Chile, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, U.K., and 
U.8. Against: Polund and U.S.S.R. Abstained: Argen- 
tina, Australia, Denmark, Iraq, Mexico, and South Africa. 
Absent: India. . 
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Four Power Commission. The obvious solution, 
he said, would seem to be to maintain the status 
quo in that respect. 

At this point, the representative of Ethiopia in- 
tervened to bay that the terminology as to the sta- 
tus of the two cities was not clear to him; his 

overnment was prepared to protect and respect 
talian minorities wherever they might happen to 
be. If apart from that, special guaranties were 
to be required’ for Massawa and Asmara, that 
might be more than was called for, and he ques- 
tioned whether such a special regime would be 
compatible with his country’s sovereignty. He 
mee a reed formula. 
ting that he appreciated t sition taken 
by Ethiopia, the United Kingdo Weptesaditatis 
roposed by way of compromise that the word 
status” be eliminated so that the language in 
paragraph 3 of the United Kingdom draft (U.N. 
doc. A/C. 1/446) read, “the establishment of a 
special municipal constitution for the cities of 
Asmara and Massawa.” 

After the Chairman had suspended the meeting 
for a quarter of an hour to allow representatives 
to come to an understanding, the United Kingdom 
representative declared that a redraft had been 
agreed to as follows: to insert after the words “to 
include” in the last line of page 1 of. the United 
Kingdom draft (U.N. doc. A/C.1/446) : “the pro- 
vision of appropriate guarantees for the protec- 
tion of minorities and, without prejudice to the 
sovereignty of Ethiopia, separate municipal char- 
ters for the cities of Asmara and Massawa,” etc. 
The Ethiopian representative stated that he 
ber nene i consult his eovernment on the new for- 
mula before stating his position; the Chairman 
aiked for clarification of the term “seyaraie 
charters” In reply to the Chairman's uest 
the United pipdem representative explained 
that the charters for the two cities would give them 
a status distinct from that of other Ethiopian 
cities. In the light of the British explanation the 
representative of the United States stated he would 
support the amendment but suggested the word 
“distinctive” as preferable to the word “separate.” 
“Distinctive” was agreeable to the United King- 
dom representative if it was acceptable to the 
Ethiopian delegation.. To the Ethiopian repre- 
sentative, neither “separate” nor “distinctive” was 
acceptable, and he suggested “appropriate.” If, 
said the representative from Argentina, the mean- 
ing of the term “appropriate” implied that the 
two charters would be different from all other 
municipal charters existing in Ethiopia, then he 
would agree. In his opinion, however, the words 
“distinctive” or “separate” seemed more fitting 
than the word “appropriate” The phrase dealing 
with the status of the towns of Massawa and As- 
mara, as amended, was adopted by a vote of 9 
in favor, 2 against, 4 abstentions, 1 absent.” 

The Sub-Committee then moved on to a consid- 
eration of the suggestion, which became paragraph 
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4 of the Sub-Committee’s draft resolution, which 
was as follows: 


That agreements and instruments designed to give ef- 
fect to the foregoing recommendations in accordance with 
the purposes and principles of the Charter and the pro 
visions of the Treaty of Peace with Italy be submitted for 
the subsequent approval of the Fourth Regular Session 
of the General Assembly (except those for Tripolitania, 
which shall be submitted to the Sixth Regulur Session) ; 
that the Trusteeship Council, where trusteeship is con- 
cerned, and otherwise the Interim Committee, be author- 
ized to represent the General Assembly in working out 
such agreements, in cooperation with Ituly, where Italian 
interests are concerned and that in the cause of Libya, the 
trusteeship agreements so to be submitted provide for 
such adequate inter-territorlul administration relation- 
ships as will promote the attainment of an independent 
unified Libyan State. 


The representative of Australia wanted to 
know what kind of agreement. alluded to in para- 

raph 4 was contemplated to give effect to the 

ub-Committee’s recommendation to be made re- 
garding Eritrea. 

The Chairman stated that it was his under- 
standing that, in order to give effect tg the recom- 
mendations referred to, certain prior steps would 
have to be taken. Paragraph 4 gave the Trustee- 
ship Council the task of studying the phases of the 
problem connected with the trusteeships to be cre- 
ated, on behalf of the General Assembly. As for 
such matters connected with the problem not in- 
volving trusteeship, the Interim Committee would 
represent the General Assembly in working out 
the different aspects. | 

The vote on paragraph 4 was 10 for, 2 against, 
and 3 abstentions, with India absent. 

By a vote of 10 for, 4 against. and 1 abstention. 
ee DWEdes Les aoe fis Soe wai Cay 

finally adupted the following drafe resolution 


The General Assembly, : 

In accordance with Annex XI, paragraph 8, of the 
Treaty of Peace with Italy, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the relevant provisions of the Char. 
ter 

Havino stupied the question of the disposal of the for- 
mer Italian Colonies. 

HAVING TAKEN note in particular of the Report of the 
Four Power Commission of Investigation, and baving 
heard organizations representing substantial sections of 
opinion in the territories concerned, 

Recommends 

1. That Libya be granted independence ten years from 
the date of the adoption of this Resolution, provided that 
the General Assembly then decides that this step is up- 
propriate; 


* For: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, France, Mex- 
ico, South Africa, U.K., and U.S. Against: Poland and 
the U.S.S.R. Abstention: Australia, Egypt, Ethiopia, and 
Iraq. Absent: India. 

*For: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, Ethiopla, 
France, Mexico, South Africa, U.K., and U.S. Aguinst: 
Poland and U.S.S.R. Abstuined: Australia, Egypt, and 
Irag. Absent: India. : 

"For: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, Echiopia, 
France, Mexico, South Africa, U.K., and U.S. Against: 
Egypt, Iraq, Poland, and U.8.8.R. Abstained: Australia, 
Absent: India. 

* Contained in U.N. doc. A/C.1/466. 
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(@) that Cyrunaica be placed under the International 
teeabip System, with the United Kingdom as the 
administering authority, without prejudice to its incor- 
poration in a united Libya, 
(bd) that the Fezzan be placed under the Taternational 


Trusteeship System, with France as the administering 
authority, also without prejudice to its incorporation in 
& united Libya, 
(0) that Tripolitania be placed under the International 
teeship System by the end of 1961, with Italy as the 
authority, also without Prejudice to its in- 
Corporation in a united Libya. During the interim period, 
the present British tempora administration shall con- 
tinue, with the assistance of an Advisory Council con- 
sisting of representatives of Egypt, France, Italy, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and a representative 
of the people of the territory. The Advisory Council 
should determine its scope and duties in consultation with 
dministering Authority, 
That the Powers charged with the administration of 
the three territories take all necessary measures to pro- 


Taternational Trusteeship System, with Italy as the Ad- 
ministering Authority, 

8. That Eritrea, except for the Western Province, be 
incorporated into Ethiopia, under terms and conditions 
set forth below, to include the provision of appropriate 
guarantees for the Protection of minorities and, without 


nicipal charters for the cities of Agm 
and that the Western Province be 
adjacent Sudan. 

That agreements and instruments designed to give 


ara and Massawa, 
incorporated in the 


out such agreements, in cooperation with Italy, where 
Italian interests are concerned and that, in the case of 
Libya, the trusteeship agreements so to be submitted pro- 
adequate inter-territorial administration 
relationships as will promote the attainment of an inde- 
Pendent, unified Libyan State. 


The representative of Ethiopia wanted the re- 
port to the First Committee to show that his vote 
was given under the reservation of ultimate ap- 
proval by his government of the roposed guaran- 
ties in respect to Asmara an assawa. 
representative of Australia desired the report to 
the First Committee to show that the Sub-Com- 
mittee had not examined all the proposals 
mitted to the First Committee, and the re resenta- 
tives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, an Mexico 
wanted it expressly recorded that the joint Latin 
American draft resolution ® should not be con- 
sidered as withdrawn. 

The representative of E Pt pointed out that, 
“in case the independence o united Libya should 
not be decided upon, a four-power Committee of 
which Egypt and the Administering Authority 
would be members, be established 


“U.N. doe. A/0.1/449, 
September 12, 1949 


in order to 





examine Egyptian claims for the rectification of 
her frontiers with Libya, to investigate wherever 
necessary and to report to the Secretary-General 
before 1 September 1949,” 


V. FINAL CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE 1 


The Committee devoted its 269th to 272d meet- 
ings (May 12-13) to a consideration of the report 
and the draft resolution prepared by the Sub- 
Committee: and to other proposals both old and 
new.” The Iraqi delegation immediately claimed 
that the Sub-Committee had exceeded its terms of 
reference in that a new draft b the United ene 
dom which had served asis forthe Sub- 

mmittee resolution had not been considered by 
Committee I. The Chairman disallowed this 
i a Polish query about the 
to the Secretary-General 
from Cyrenaican and Somali representatives, the 
Chairman advised that the communications would 

circulated in customary fashion.* The repre- 
sentative of Poland also cor Reed that 
the representatives of groups of inhabitants should 
a aint heard with respect to the various propos- 
als now before the Committee, After some dis- 
cussion, in which the Arab states and those of 
Eastern Europe pressed for additional hearings 
thé Committee decided to hear the reactions of 

e local representatives to the U.S.S.R., Iraqi, 
and Sub-Committee proposals. The vote was 23 
in favor, 15 against, with 17 abstentions,*? The 
rest of the 269th meeting as well as the 270th was 
given over to such hearings.* 


Additional Views of inhabitants’ Groups 


The National Council for the Liberation of 
Libya objected to the Sub-Committee draft as sa 
resenting an imposed partition of Libya. Its 
en cited the angry demonstrations in 

ripolitania at the news ‘of the Bevin-Sforza 
formula. The Libyans, he said, could not be ex- 
pected to submit to such a plan.2* 


™ Section VII of the Sub-Committee’s report (U.N. doc. 
4/C.1/466) noted tbat the First Committee “remained 
seized of all the ppriaela Proposals already submitted.” 


4 e Cyrenaican communication had made ob- 
Jection to the placing of Cyrenaica under United Kingdom 
or any form of trusteeship. 

"U.N. doc. A/C.1/8K.269. The vote was as follows: 
In favor: Egypt, Haiti, Indla, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Li- 
beria, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Syria, Turkey, Ukrainian 8.8.R., Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Afghanistan, Bur » Byelorussia, China, Czechoslovakia, 
Against : France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, 
Peru, South Africa, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Argentina, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, and Chile. Abstaining: 
Ethiopia, Guatemala, Israel, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Sweden, United 
States, Venezuela, Australia, Colombia, Cuba, Denmark 
and Dominican Republic. . 

we delegation of the Cyrenaican National Congress 
had already left New York and could not be beard. 

= U.N. doc, 4/0.1/8R.269. 


oe A «a ce can 





a 


RODUCED " " : 
REP ¢ oo Ct NC 


Sultan Ali speaking for the New Eritrea Pro- 
Italia Party, the Moalem League of Eritrea, and 
the Italio-Eritrean Association °° opposed the 
adoption of the Sub-Committee draft since it in- 
volved partition and annexation. He urged that 
further investigation by the United Nations of the 
sconomic and ethnic position of the territory 
should be made and advocated direct United Na- 
tions trusteeship if independence were not 
anted." - 

Mr. Perlzweig (Jewish Community of Tripoli- 
tania) felt that Tripolitania ought not to be left 
to languish under the existing, provisional admin- 
istration for 2 more years. at was needed, he 
argued, was a clear and immediate program of 
internal improvements, coupled with sa eguards 
for the equal rights of all inhabitants and the 
equal status of the “various communities,” such as 
the Jews, the Italians, and the Maltese. He said 
that the local Jews would prefer trusteeship under 
the United Nations. 

Mr. Iasa (Somali Youth League) said that his 
group still considered 10-year United Nations 
trusteeship as the only acceptable alternative to 
independence. They would resist Italy’s return. 
Mr. Mohamed (Somali Conference), on the other 
hand supported the Sub-Committee proposal on 
Somaliland, saying that his group was far more 
representative than the Somali Youth League. 
Independence, he held, could best be achieved by 
a period of guidance under Italian trusteeship 
under United Nations auspices. In reply to a 
Syrian question, Mr. Mohamed felt that such a 
trusteeship might last about 30 years. He re- 
jected any intimation that his attitude was in- 
spired from Rome and explained that what prog: 
ress had been made in Somaliland along educa- 
tional and civic lines was due to the pre-Fascist 
Italian administration.” 


Further Discussion of the Draft Resolutions 


‘he Israeli delegate * explained that he favored 
the earliest possible independence for all of the 
territories and an adjustment permitting an 
Ethiopian outlet to the sea. He doubted the 
advisability of leaving certain parts of the 
former colonies under British administration. 
Onthe whole, his delegation, said Mr. Eban, 
inclined toward the Indian draft resolution." 
Sir Zafrullah Khan (Pakistan) spoke against 
the Sub-Committee draft and felt, in par- 
ticular, that a United Nations commision should 
be sent to Eritrea to ascertain and report to the 





* The three groups coflesced for the purpose of the bear- 
ing into the “Eritrean Popular Front.” 
U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.260. 
U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR. 270. 
® Israel bad just been admitted to membership in the 
United Nations. 
“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R. 270. 
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Assembly on the best means of providing for that 
territory. Messrs. Santa Cruz (Chile) and 
Villagomez (Ecuador) defended the Sub-Com- 
mittee draft, though the latter objected to the pro- 
vision for the incorporation of western Eritrea 
into the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan without knowing 


- the wishes of its people.” 


At the afternoon meeting on May 13, the Polish 
delegate queried the Latin American delegations 
on how they could reconcile their own tradition 
of achieving independence “through revolution 
and wars against the colonial powers” with a plan 
for dividing Libya and retarding independence 
for the territories in question audi Arabia in- 
dicated support for the Iraqi draft proposing im- 
mediate independence for Libya an favo 
transfer of a part of Eritrea to thiopia.* Gen- 
eral Romulo PPhilippines) felt the Sub-Commit- 
tee had fallen.short of its responsibilities and 
would vote in favor of the Iraqi and Indian reso- 
lutions.* Mr. Kisselev (Bye orussia) claimed 
that the Anglo-Italian discussions had “bypassed” 
Committee 1.© The delegations of Peru, Den- 
mark, and the Union of g 
the Sub-Committee plan was the best possible 
under the circumstances." Haiti could not sup- 
port the Sub-Committee, although Siam was pre- 
pared to accept it. 

Mr. Gromyko (U.S.S.R.) again returned to 
the well-worn charge that the United States 
and the United Kingdom were pursuing an “ag- 
gressive and imperialistic” policy and that they 
were trying to railroad other delegations into giv- 
ing them a free hand in the former colonies.” 
When neither Mr. Dulles nor Mr. McNeil chose to 
reply, Mr. Arce (Argentina) called for concord 
and maintained that the Sub-Committee draft rep- 
resented a solution to which all could adjust and 
which would insure by peaceful means the achieve- 
ment of independence for the former colonies.** 


Vote of the Committee 
en the Various Proposals 


At the 272d meeting, May 13, Committee I was 
at last prepared to proceed to a vote on the sev- 
eral drafts before it. It was decided to con- 
sider first the Iraqi draft resolution,” then the 


—_———— 
* Ibid. 
™ Tdid. 
" Ibid. 


* did. 
* UN. doc. A.C.1/8R.271. 
@ Ibid. 


Tbdid. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/455. This particular Iraqi draft 
dealt only with Libya, for which it advocated independ- 
ence. Iraq had broken down its original draft resolu- 
tion covering al) three territories (U.N. doc. A/C.1/458) 
into three separate drafts Gealing with each territory 
(U.N. doc, 4/0.1/455, 456, 457). 
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OSS. proposals, and thereafter to vote on 
the remaining draft resolutions in the order of 
their submission. The Iraqi draft resolution on 


The Soviet draft resolution * was next voted 
on, peragraph by paragraph. The first paragraph 
Was rejected with 30 votes against, 13 in favor, and 
10 abstentions. The second paragraph (on 
Eritrea) was rejected with 31 votes ainst, 19 in 
favor, and 1) abstentions The thir paragraph 
(on, Somaliland) Was rejected, with 33 votes 
eeainst, 14 in favor, and 10 abstentions." The 
fourth B2ragraph, that providing for Possible Se- 
C uncil administration of Strategic points 
In the territories was turned down by 33 votes to 


7, with 17 abstentiong,* Since eac Paragraph 
—__ 


“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.272. 

“In favor: Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Turkey, Ukrainian S.S.R, U.S.8.B., Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussia, China, Costa Rica, 
Crevhoslovakia, . India, Tran, Iraq, Pakistan, 
Against: Peru, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, 
Uniteu States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Denmark, France, Greece, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nor. 
way, Panama, Paraguay. Abstaining ; Siam, Sweden, 
Colombia, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Israel, Liberia, Mexico, 
(Sweden announced shortly before the voting began that 
it would abstain throughout as it had neither taken rt 
in the war on the side of the Allies, nor in the drafting of 
the Italian peace treaty.) 

“U.N. doc, A/C.1/483/rey, 1. 

“ Providing for u 5-year U.N, trusteeship for Libya, 
followed by independence. e vote on the first para- 
graph was: In favor: U.8.8.R., Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Byelorussian 8.8.R., Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Iraq, Leb- 
anon, Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian 
8.8.R. Against: Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, 
United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina Australia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Denmark, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Turkey, Abstaining : Afghanistan, Burma, China, India, 
Tran, Israel, Liberia, Philippines, Siam, Sweden, 

“In favor: Byelorussian S.S.R, hoslovakia, Iraq, 
Liberia, Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian 
8.S.R., US.S.R,, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Against : Bolivia, 
Brazil, Cunada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, 
France, Greece, Guatemala, Halti, Honduras, Luxem- 
bourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Turkey, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Ven. 
ezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Ethiopia. Ap- 
staining: Burma, China, Egypt, Indla, Iran, Israel, Leb- 
anon, Philippines, Siam, Sweden, Afghanistan. 

“In favor: Lebanon, Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Ukrainian S.3.R., U.S.8. + Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Byelorussian 8.8.R., Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopta, 
Iraq. Against: Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicuragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United 
States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Bel- 
sium, Bolivia, Bragil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Greece, Guate- 
mala, Huiti, Honduras, Iceland. Abstaining : Liberia, 
Philippines, Sian, Sweden, Afghanistan, Burma, China, 

. Israel. 


“In favor: Traq, Poland, Ukrainian 8.83.R., U.8.8.R., 
Yugoslavia, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Czechoslovakia. 
Against : France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 


September 1 2, 1949 





of the Soviet draft Was rejected, a vote on the 
resolution as a whole was not needed. 

Voting next took Place on the Indian draft reso- 
lution. “The Preamble was rejected by 26 votes 
to 19, with 12 abstentions. Sub aragraph f) of 

© operative part, Providing for direct 

ations trusteeship in Libya and Somaliland, lost 
by 29 votes to 19, with 9 abstentions. Subpara- 
graph (b), on a 10- to 20-vear period to determing 


bya and Somaliland, after lebiscites, was re- 
jected by 33 votes to 4, with 20 abstentions, Sub- 
Paragraph (c), on Fourth and Fifth Committee 
planning for the transfer of administration of 

ibya and Somaliland to the Or anization, was de- 
feated by 34 votes to 13, with 9 abstentions, Sub- 
paragraph (d) on a plebiscite or other means to 
—__ 


Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Turkey, 
Union of South Africa, Unirced Kingdom, Usited States, 
Cruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bo- 
livia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 

enmark, Ecuador. Abstaining : India, Iran, Israel, Leb. 
anon, Liberia, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Siam, 
Sweden, Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Burma, China, 
Egypt, Ethiopia. . 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/448 and Corr. 1; A/C.1/8R.272, For: 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iran, Iraq, Is- 
rael, Lebanon, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Burma, China, Costa Rica. 
Against: Ecuador, France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nor- 
way, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Turkey, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Vene- 
Zuela, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 
Denmark. Abstaining: Liberia, Poland, Siam, Sweden, 
Ukrainian S.8.R., U.S.S.R,, Australia, Byelorussian S.S.R., 
Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia. 

“Ibid. For: Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Burma, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, India, Iran, Traq, Israel, 
Lebanon, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabta, 
Syria, Ukrainian S.S.R., U.S.S.R. Against: Venezuela, 
Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Co- 
lobia, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Greece, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, 
United States, Uruguay. Abstuining: Austrulia, Byelo. 
russian 8.S.R., Costa Rica, Cuba, Ethiopia, Haiti, Liberia, 
Siam, Sweden, 

* Ibid. For: Philippines, Burma, India, Iran. Against: 
Netherlands, Néw Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Ukrainian 8.3.R., U.S.S.R., 
Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Belgium, Bo- 
livia, Brazil, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Canada, Chile, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Greece, Hon. 
duras, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Abstaining: Po. 
land, Saud! Arabia, Siam, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, Yemen, 
Afghanistan, Australia, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, 

iberia. 


L . 

“Ibid. For: India, Iran, Traq, Lebanon, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, 
Burma, China, Egypt. Against: Greece, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, 
Turkey, Ukrainian S.8.R., Union of South Africa, 
U.S.8.R., United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Bra- 
zil, Byelorussian 8.S3.R., Canada, Chile, Colombia, Czecho- 
slovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, France. Abstaining: Haiti, 
Israel, Liberia, Siam, Sweden, Australia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ethiopia. 
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determine the wishes of Eritres's peo le, was re- 
jected by 82 votes to 15, with 10 abstentions.” 
At that point, the Indian delegation disclaimed 
any need for voting on the ng text. 

e Iraqi draft on Italian Somali 
voted upon, by the roll-call method, as requested 
by Ethiopia. The preamble and paragraph (a) 
were rejected by 86 votes to 12, with 10 absten- 
tions. Paragraph (b) was turned down by 40 
to 4, with 5 abstentions.“ Next, the draft resolu- 
tion of Iraq on Eritrea was defeated by 85 to 12, 
with 12 abstentions. 

At this point, several amendments to the Sub- 
Committee's draft resolution were successively put 
to the vote. An tian amendment, designed 
.to exclude any review by the Assembly of Libya’s 
preparedness for independence after 10 years, was 
rejected by 20 votes to 17, with 21 abstentions." 
Instead, a Norwegian amendment to the first para- 

raph of Sub-Committee 15’s draft, providin 

at independence for Libya after 10 years would 
be granted “unless the General Assembly then de- 
cides that this step is not appropriate at that time,” 
was adopted by 33 votes to 15, with 10-abstentions.@ 

An Egyptian amendment to subparagraph 1 (a) 


“7044. For: Liberia, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Australia, Burma, Cuba, 
Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iraq, Lebanon. Against: Luxem- 
bourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nor- 
way, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Ukrainian S.S.R., Union 
of South Africa, U.8.8.R., United Kingdom, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Belgium, Bo- 
livia, Brazil, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Canada, Chile, Czecho- 
slovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, 
Honduras, Iceland. Abstaining: 

“bid. For: Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, 
Iraq, Lebanon. Against: Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Ukrainian 8.8.R., Union of South 
Africa, U.S.S.R., United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Bra- 
zil, Byelorussian 8.S.R., Canada, Chile, Colombia, Czecho- 
slovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Greece, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand. Abstaining: Siam, 
Sweden, Turkey, Australia, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, India, 
Israel, Liberia. 

“fbid, _ For: Iraq, Lebanon, Philippines, Egypt. 
Against: El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Neth- 
erlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Para- 
guay, Peru, Poland, Ukrainian U.8.R., Union of South 
Africa, U.8.S.R., United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Bra- 


zil, Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Canada, Chile, Colombia, : 


Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Ecuador. Abstaining: India, Iran, Israel, Liberia, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Siam, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, 
Yemen, Afghanistan, Australia, China, Cuba, 


“U.N. doc. A/C.1/468 and A/C.1/8R.272. For: Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, China, Costa Rica, Egypt, Gua- 
temala, Haiti, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Mexico, Paki- 
stan, Saudi Arabia, Siam, Syria. Against: Venesuela, 
Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Cuba, France, 
Greece, Honduras, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zea- 
land, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay. Ab- 
staining: Australia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., 
Colombia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Bi 


386 


» LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 





of the Sub-Committee’s draft seeking establish- 
ment of a multiple trusteeship over a united Libya 
was then rejected by 82 votes to 10, with 17 absten- 
tions. then reminded the Committee 
that it could not serve on the proposed Advisory 
Council for Tripolitania which it was unwilling 
to see replaced der the yoke of a Euro 
nation.“ Another amendment, designed to have 
a four-power commission examine t’s claims 
to rectification of her frontiers wi ibya was 
turned down (83 to 8, with 18 abstentions), as 
was pt’s proposal for a five-power, collective 
tear p in Somaliland (42 to 9, with 8 absten- 
tions) : 

Consideration was next given to a Costa Rican 
amendment referring to independence as the ulti- 
mate goal for Italian Somaliland. This was 
adopted by 41 to 0, with 15 abstentions. A joint 
Costa Rican-Cuban-Dominican Republic amend- 
ment, providing that the western province of 
Eritrea be placed under Anglo-Egyptian trustee- 
ship, was rejected by 22 to 15, with 19 absteritions. 

inally, an Ethiopian amendment, designed to 
insure Ethiopian participation in the determina- 
tion of any new boundaries by which that country 


Salvador, Ethiopia, Iceland, Israel, Liberia, Norway, Pera, 
Philippines, Poland, Sweden, Turkey, Ukrainian §8.8.R., 


“U.N. doc. A/O.1/478 and A/C.1/SR.272. 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/8R.272. For: Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Yemen, China, Egypt, Guatemala, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Pakistan. Against: Peru, Poland, Ukrainian S.S.R., Union 
of South Africa, U.8.8.R., United Kingdom, United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Australia, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Byelorussian S.8.R., Canada, 
Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, France, 
Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, Nether- 
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway. Abstainiog: 
Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Siam, Sweden, Turkey, 
Afghanistan, Burma, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Ethopia, Haiti, India, Israel, 
Liberia. 

“Ibid. Greece had already proposed the addition of 
Australia to the Advisory Council fur Tripolitania, but 
that proposal was later withdrawn at Austra)ia’s request. 

“Ibid. All of the Egyptian amendments to the Sub- 
Committee's draft were contained in U.N. doc. A/C.1/468, 
For: Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen, Egypt, Guatemala, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan. Against: Poland, Turkey, 
Ukrantan 8.S.R., Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R., United 
States, Uruguay, Veneruela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Aus- 
tralia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Byelorussian S.S.R., Can- 
ada, Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, 
France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, India, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, 
Paraguay. Abstaining: Philippines, Siam, Sweden, Af- 
ghanistan, Burma, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Haiti, Iran, Israel, Li- 
beria, Mexico, Peru. For: Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, 
Saudi Arubia, Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Egypt, Iraq. 
Against : Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, 
Turkey, Ukrainian 8.S.R., Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R., 
United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Bra- 
zil, Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Crechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Greece, Guate- 
mala, Honduras, Iceland, India. Abstaining: Israel, 
Philippines, Siam, Sweden, China, Ethiopia, Haiti, Iran. 

“U.N. doc. A/O.1/471; and A/0.1/SR.272. 
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would be affected, was adopted by 30 votes to 4, 
with 21 abstentions." At the suggestion of the 
British delegation, the Committee agreed that 
Turkey, another Islamic state, could replace 
Egypt on the proposed Advisory Council for Tri- 
itania. As amended, the draft resolution of 
ub-Committee 15 was then ready for the vote in 
Committee I. 


Vete on Amended Sub-Committee 15 Draft 


The preamble and the first paragraph passed 
by 38 to 15, with 4 abstentions, by a show of hands. 
Subparagraph 1 (a) was approved by 35 to 17 
with 5 abstentions. Subparagraph 1 (b) assed 
by 32 to 16, with 9 abstentions, while subpara- 
graph 1 (c) was accepted by 82 to 17, with 8 ab- 
stentions."° The final subparagraph of para- 
graph 1 went through by 36 to 17, with 5 absten- 
tions." Paragraph 2, as amended by Costa Rica, 
was adopted by 36 to 17, with 5 abstentions. Para- 
graph 3, up to and including the word “Massawa” 
passed by 36 to 6, with 15 abstentions." The re- 
mainder of that paragraph, providing for incor- 
poration of western Eritrea into the Sudan, was 
rejected by 19 votes against, 16 in favor, with 21 
abstentions.” The fourth and final paragraph, as 





* U.N. doc. A/C.1/470. Where the Sub-Committee draft 
had provided that the Trusteeship Council or the Interim 
Conimittee, as appropriate, work out necessary implemen- 
tative agreements “in cooperation with Italy, where Ital- 
fan interests are concerned,” Ethiopia secured the addi- 
tion of the words, “and with the states involved where 
boundaries are concerned.” 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.272. . 

“bid. For: Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, 
United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Liberia, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicara- 
gua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Siam, Turkey. 
Against: Union of Roviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Burma, Byelorussian 8.S.R., Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, Guatemala, Haiti, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Pakistan, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian 8.8. R. Abstuin- 
ing: China, Kl Salvador, India, Philippines, Sweden. 

Ibid. Subparagraph 1 (¢) provided for Italian Trus- 
teeship in Tripolitania at the end of 1951. It will be noted 
that it did not obtain the two-thirds needed to ensure 
eventual pasenge in the plenary. For: Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Union of South Africa, United 
Kingdom, United, States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, 
Belgium, Bolivin, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland. 
Against: Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Poland, Saud! Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian §.8.R., U.8.8.R., 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Czecho- 
slovakia, Egypt. Abstaining: Israel, Siam, Sweden,.Tur- 
key, Australia, China, Bl Salvador, Haiti, India. For: 
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicara- 
gua, Norway, Pannma, Paraguay, Peru, Union of South 
Africa, United K'ngdom, United States, Uruguay, Vene- 
suela, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Greece, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Iceland. Against: Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Siam, Syria, Ukrainian 


September 12, 1949 


amended by Ethiopia, was then approved by 36 to 
14, with 7 abstentions on a show of hands vote. 
Thereafter, the resolution as a whole obtained 
Committee endorsement by 34 votes to 16, with 
7 abstentions, or barely over two-thirds." 

As its final act, Committee I then approved, by 
a vote of 34 to 0, with 15 abstentions, the Chilean 
resolution,"® providing that the Economic and 
Social Council give appropriate attention to the 
“economic development and social progress” of 
the former Italian colonies. Over a month of in- 
tensive work on this subject by the Committee 
had reached an end. 


Vi. CONSIDERATION IN PLENARY MEETINGS 


On May 17 the Assembly began consideration 
of the issue in its concluding plenary sessions. 
After Mr. Sarper (Turkey), rapporteur of the 
First Committee, had presented the Committee's 
report ** with its accompanying resolutions, a con- 
siderable discussion took place with various dele- 
pevione reasserting in the main the positions they 
had maintained in the Committee. 
._ Mr. Drohojowski (Poland) led off by assailing 
the procedure of the Sub-Committee, the decision 





§.8.R., U.S.S.R., Yemen, Yugoslavia, Burma, Byelorussian 
8.8R., Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia. Abstaining: 
reer Liberia, Sweden, Turkey, Australia, China, Haiti, 
ndia,. 

"U.N. doc. A/C.1/SR.272. 

"{bid. For: Iceland, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Siam, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 
United Kingdom, United States, Venezuela, Argentina, 
Relgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Haiti, Hon- 
duras. Against: Poland, Ukrainian S.S.R., U.S.S.R., Yu- 
goslavia, Byelorussian S.S.R., Czechoslovakia. Abstain- 
ing: India, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Uruguay, Yemen, Australia, 
Burma, China, Guatemala. 

“Jbdid. For: Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Ice- 
land, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United 
States, Belgium, Canada, Chile. Against: Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Israel, Mexico, Paraguay, 
Philippines, Poland, Ukrainian S.S.R., U.S.S.R., Yugo- 
slavia, Argentina, Burma, Byelorussian S.8.R., China, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia. Abstaining: Dominican 
Republic, Honduras, India, Iraq, Liberia, Nicaragua, Nor- 
way, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Saudi Arabia, Siam, Swe- 
den, Syria, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yewen, Australia, Bolivia, 
Brasil, Colombia. 

“Ibid. For: Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicara- 
gua, Norway, Panama, Poraguay, Peru, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay. 
Against: Yemen, Yugoslavia, Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., 
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, India. Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian &.S.1t., 
U.S.8.R. Abstaining: China, Haiti, Israel, Liberia, Siam, 
aati Turkey. 


Ibid. 
“U.N. doc. A/873, May 14, 1949. 
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of Committee I, and the so-called “Bevin-Sforza 
agreement” which had facilitated the development 
of the Sub-Committee’s draft. Mr. Drohojow- 
ski’s lengthy statement was sprinkled liberally 
with accusations of bad faith and hyprocritical 
behavior against the United Kingdom and the 
United States. He argued that the Bevin-Sforza 
formula could have no legal basis and that the As- 
sembly should ignore it or any A rarer of a sim- 
ilar nature.” Not content with that, Mr. Droho- 
jowski then launched into an unrestrained denun- 
ciation of Britain’s whole colonial record, of the 
supposed resurgence of Fascism in Italy, and of 
the allegedly suspicious interest of the United 
States in the Mediterranean. Poland, he said, 
wanted to be sure that the peoples of these terri- 
tories would obtain independence and would “take 
a strong stand on behalf of peoples who are still 
under colonial or semi-colonial rule.”” . 

General Romulo (Philippines), making it clear 
that his delegation had no intention of making 
propaganda or whipping up hatreds, regarded the 
issue as one of “moral imperatives,” since posterity 
would inexorably judge the decision affecting the 
destiny of human beings. Although his first pref- 
erence would have been for the immediate inde- 
pendence of a unified Libya and his second pref- 
erence for a direct United Nations trusteeship for 


that entire area, General Romulo said that his dele- - 


ation was willing to see a single-power trustee- 
ship for that whole territory under the United 
en Ss “which had liberated India, Burma and 
Ceylon.” The Philippines would also support a 
form of t ip agreeable to the inhabitants 
of Somaliland and would favor recognition of 
Ethiopia’s claims to a part of Eritrea where ethnic 
and religious factors warranted.” 

The delegate of Pakistan, Sir Zafrullah Khan, 
applauded the Philippine statement and main- 
tained that the First Committee’s resolution ran 
counter to the wishes of the inhabitants as ex- 
pressed before the Committee. He wondered what 
would be the role of British forces in Tripolitania 
if, at the time of transfer of administration to 
Italy, the inhabitants were prepared to resist the 
latter. He opposed anything which might leave 


the door o to eventual partition of ibys or 
Eritrea and said that the United Nations s ould 
try to settle problems, not start new ones. In con- 


clusion Sir Zafrullah submitted a proposal amount- 
ing to an altered version of one made earlier by 
Australia. His suggestion was to defer a final 
decision until the September session when the 
Assembly could act on a report prepared by a spe- 
cial committee of investigation of seven members 
to be appointed by the President of the Assembly.* 

The representatives of Syria, Iraq, and Saudi 
Arabia took the floor at the 217th plenary meeting, 


" No one, of course, had claimed that the Bevin-Sforsa 
formula bad any “legal basis” before the Assembly. 

*U.N. doc. A/PV.216. 

* U.N. doc A/PV.216. 

* U.N. doc. A/PV.216 and 4/889. 
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May 17, to voice their opposition to the Committee 
proposals. Rafik Asha (Syria) feared that adop- 
tion of the Committee plan would “aggravate and 
widen the gulf,’ observing that on the colonies 
issue the delegations of Asia had ranged them- 
selves on one side, the delegations of Western 
Europe and of the American continents on the 
other. He would support the Iraqi proposal." 
Mr. Bakr (Iraq) said that it would run counter to 
the march of events “if a desperate return is now 
staged to the discarded methods of the unhappy 
past.” If the United Nations “were directed to- 
wards a perilous course of persion, Walk inevitable 
currents of history,” which were bound up with 
the awakening of peoples everywhere to their 
rights, that would represent a grave lack of states- 
manship.* Mr. Bakr said his delegation had al- 
ready submitted to the Assembly its draft resolu- 
tion for the immediate independence of a unified 
Libya.” Mr. Dajani (Saudi Arebis) expressed 
similar views“ and said that his delegation be- 
lieved that the Pakistan proposal for study by a 
special committee would pave the way for a cor- 
rect solution. In a passing reference to Palestine, 
he warned against any atep by the General As- 
sembly which might create “another area of strife 
in the Middle East.” 

The Soviet, Czechoslovak, and Ukrainian dele- 
gates also made statements at the 217th plena 
meeting. In a very lengthy address, Mr. Mali 

U.S.S.B.), like the delegate of Poland charged 
that the First Committee’s resolution had been 
“eooked up behind the backs of the Assembly.” 
The Soviet delegate again heaped blame on the 
United States and the United Kingdom for lack 
of four-power agreement on the colonies and ac- 
cused them of trying to “lay their hands” on the 
territories. ‘The Soviet resolution, he said, would 
be put forward in the Assembly as it had been in 
the Committee. According to Mr. Malik, the 
Committee resolution represented an attempt by 
the “Anglo-American bloc” to impose its will on 
the Assembly.” 

Mr. Houdek (Czechoslovakia), in less flamboy- 
ant language, argued along similar lines and de- 
clared against any “redistribution of the non-self- 
governing territories after the fashion of the set- 
tlement which had followed the First World 
War.” Mr. Tarasenko (Ukrainian S.S.R.) ad- 
hered to the same themes and extolled the alleged 
virtues of the Soviet 4 ara 

It should not be forgotten, said the Chilean 
delegate, that the Charter provides, under the trus- 
tees ip system, a period of preparation and guid- 
ance for peoples approaching but not ready for 
independence. Mr. Santa Cruz repudiated the 
suggestion that British and American pressure had 





"U.N. doc. A/PV.217. 
" [bid 


“U.N. doc. A/875. 
* U.N. doc. A/PV.217. 
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been exerted on the Latin American delegations to 


gain their acceptance of the Committee's draft 
resolution. Although willing, between Assembly 
sessions, to have a commission examine the matter 
of the disposition of western Eritrea on which the 
Committee draft was silent, he otherwise sup- 
ported that draft.” The Belgian delegate then 
Pointed out that the Committee draft a ittedly 
represented a cOmpromise involving concessions on 
the part of all the interested parties and therefore 
could not give full satisfaction to at A In 
choosing between the Committee proposals and the 
prolongation of regimes of milita occupation, 
which was apparently the alternative, both the 
provisions of the Charter and the interests of the 
inhabitants would be better served by adopting 
the Committee draft. Mr. van Langenhove (Bel- 
gium) also pointed out that trusteeship adminis- 
tra by a single state was just as correct under the 
Charter as one by several states or by the 


n the name of the Peoples of Africa, said Mr. 
Cooper (Liberia), his eee appealed for rec. 
ognition of the right to self-determination for the 
populations concerned.” Although the idea of 

talian trusteeship in Tripolitania even for a few 
years after 1951 was distasteful to his delegation. 
It could accept the Committee draft provided that 
15 years be set as a time limit on Italian trustee- 
ship for Somaliland, “after which time the General 
Assembly will consider whether the inhabitants 
have made sufficient progress toward independ- 
ence,” % 

In summing up the United States attitude, Mr, 
Austin emphasized the need to assure the peoples 
of the territories in question “a prompt transition 
from war-time to peace-time administration.” The 
Committee proposals sought to attain major Char- 
ter objectives, while reconciling as far as Possible 
the conflicting views expressed in the Assembly, 
This was not colonization or colonialism, overt or 
concealed. To those who had questioned the prob- 
ability of early Libyan independence, Mr. Austin 

inted out that the resolution required such in- 

ependence in 10 years unless, at that time, the 
Assembly should decide otherwise by a two-thirds 
vote. Thus, any state attempting to challenge 
such independence 10 years later would have a 
heavy burden of proof placed upon it. 

The references to unity, said Mr. Austin, were 
not taken lightly by his delegation. The trustee- 


ship agreements to be worked out would require. 


the approval of the Assembly which would surely 
satisfy itself that the basic objectives of the trustee- 
ship system and especially the interests of the in- 
habitants would be properly served. Agreements 
to implement a decision transferring Eritrea minus 
the western province to Ethiopia would be worked 


* U.N. doc. A/PV.217, 
* 1did, 
" Ibid. 
“ Ibid. 
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out by a United Nations body, the Interim Com- 
mittee, and would be reviewed by the emg 
Mr. Austin wondered how such action could 
called “imperialism.” He then stated that the 
United States would support an Egyptian amend- 
ment " which would provide unquali edly for the 
independence of Libya 10 years after the date of 
the adoption of the resolution. The United States 
also fully agreed with the spirit of the Liberian 
amendment but suggested that a period of about 
25 years * would be needed before independence 
could be anticipated for Somaliland, Finally, Mr. 
Austin expressed suppor for the Egyptian amend- 
ment ™ which would restore the provision, origin- 
ally contained in the Sub-Committee 15 draft but 
eliminated during Committee I voting, for the in- 
corporation of the western province of Eritrea into 
the Sudan.™ 

China’s summation included a comparative eval- 
uation of the merits of single power, multipower, 
and direct United Nations trusteeship. Mr. Koo 
again stated his government’s preference for the 
latter. China could not feel that the wishes of 
the inhabitants were reflected in the choice of the 
states for whom individual trusteeships were pro- 
vided in the Committee proposals.** 

Defendin 
Chauvel (France) said that its main lines were 
in accord with the welfare of the population, the 
improvement of their conditions, and the main- 
tenance of international peace and security, The 
territories all needed further preparation, he be- 
lieved, for independence although Libya was more 
advanced than the others. Libyan unity, though 
not a fact historically, would nevertheless be pro- 
moted by adoption of the Committee proposals 
since coordination of the administration of its 


three parts would take Place. Adoption of the. 


ommittee plan or 
only alternatives an 
ment would bar earl 
on the road to soun 


France believe 
steps to place the territories 
development. France, said 


ostponement np peated the 
post pone- 


Mr. Chauvel, “would have taken a categorical stand 


against any resolution which proved unacceptable 
to the Italian people.” However, a compromise 
had emerged which would serve the cause of peace 
and settle one of the most controversial questions 
of international politics. 

_The last of the great power delegates to sum up 
his crn Ae Position was Sir Alexander Cadogan 

United ingdom). Like others, he admitted 
that the Committee plan was not perfect but 
thought that it represented the best solution on 
which agreement might ibly be reached. He 
repudiated the Soviet intimation that the Commit- 


“This was the first of a number of proposed Egyptian 
amendments to the Committee draft and appears in U.N. 
doc. A/885 


proximately 25 years. ' 
* Also contained in U.N. doc. A/885, 
* U.N. doc. A/PV.217, 
“U.N. doc. A/PV.217, 
"Ibid, 
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tee proposals represented a maneuver or an at- 
tempt to impose a solution on the Assembly. He 
pointed out that examination of the record of the 
irst Committee would show that many delega- 
tions had supported ideas now embodied in the 
Committee draft. Sir Alexander justified the 
development of a compromise between the orig- 
inal British draft and the Latin American pro- 
ls, pointing out that a suitable arrangement 
or Tripolitania had presented the greatest diffi- 
culty. Britain felt that Italy, by immediately 
showing her capacity and benevolence in Somali- 
land, could dissipate any apprehension among the 
Tripolitanians over her anticipated trust adminis- 
tration in their territory after 1951. In conclu- 
sion, the British delegate said that there was an 
imperative need to encourage the growth of a 
native administration in Tripolitania by placing 
native officials into a number of administrative 
posts, He was sure the pro Advisory Coun- 
cil would concur. Britain had, hitherto, labored 
under restrictions imposed by the Hague Conven- 
tion, but after the Assembly's decision, if British 
administration continued there, more constructive 
steps would be taken to provide for the well-being 
and political development of the territory.” 

At the 218th meeting, May 17, the delegations 
of Egypt, Peru, Byelorussia, Cuba, and Turkey 
made statements before the voting began. Mr. 
Fawzi Bey (Egypt) spoke particularly in behalf 
of his delegation’s amendments for a five-power 
collective trusteeship in Libya as a whole and for 
a similar trusteeship of 7 states in Somaliland.” 
Mr. Sarper (Turkey) explained that, after care- 
ful consideration, his government would not wish 
to serve on the Advisory Council for Tripolitania, 
as provided for in the Committee resolution.” 
Turkey had abstained in the Committee vote on 
that part of the resolution and felt that a state 
which had voted affirmatively would be better 
fitted to serve on the Advisory Council.’ The 
Cuban delegate, Mr. Gutierrez, defended the Com- 


mittee resolution but again raised the question of 
making clear provision for the western province 
of Eritrea. 

Cuba joined with Uruguay and Costa Rica in 
proposin an amendment in the form of an adden- 

um calling for Interim Committee study of the 
future of the western province, with that area 
to continue in the status quo, pending the As- 
sembly’s consideration of the Interim Committee 
report.2 The Peruvian delegate, Mr. Belaunde, 


* joid. 

“See U.N. doc. A/885. The amendment on Libya sug- 
gested Egypt, France, Saudi Arabia, the United King- 
dom, and the United States. For Somaliland Egypt sug- 
gested berself, Ethiopia, France, Italy, Pakistan, United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 

*In par. 1 (c). 

U.N. doc. A/PV. 218. 

* UN. doc. A/802. After the defeat of the emasculated 
Committee draft, Cuba, Costa Rica, and Uruguay ex- 
panded their proposal into a draft resolution calling for 
reference of the entire colonies problem to the Interim 
Committee (Little Assembly). . 
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urged adoption of the Committee draft, maintain- 
ing that a collective trusteeship would excessively 
diffuse responsibility and that it would require “a 
world situation of the kind which we do not enjoy 
now.”* On the other hand, the Byelorussian 
representative, Mr. Kisselev, indulged in a final 
denunciation of “colonialism” and of the Com- 
mittee draft which, he declared, amounted to that. 
The debate on the entire question was then closed 
and the Assembly began to vote on the several 
draft resolutions and amendments before it. 


General Assembly Voting 


Assembly President Evatt reminded the dele- 
gates that, as an “important question,” indeed one 
of the most important ever to come before the As- 
sembly, any resolution on the disposition of the 
former Italian colonies would require a two-thirds 
majority of those present and voting. He then 
explained that he proposed to take the recommen- 
dations of Committee I as “the basic document for 
the purpose of reaching a decision.” Suggested 
amendments to various parts of the Committee 
draft would be voted on before the particular par- 
agraph or subparagraph in question, but other 
draft resolutions on the entire problem would be 
voted upon later.’ 

As it emerged from Committee I, the draft reso- 
lution under consideration read as follows: ° 


The General Assembly, 

In accordance with Annex XI, paragraph 8, of the 
Treaty of Peace with Italy, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the relevant provisions of the Char- 
ter, 

Havine sTuprep the question of the disposal of the for- 
mer Italian Colonies, . 

HAVING TAKEN note in particular of the Report of the 
Four Power Commission of Investigation, and having heard 
organizations representing gubstantial sections of opinion 
in the territories concerned, 

Recommends 

1. That Libya be granted independence ten years from 
the date of the adoption of this Resolution, unless the 
General Assembly then decides that this step is not ap- 
propriate at this time. 


(a) that Cyrenaica be placed under the International 
Trusteeship System, with the United Kingdom as the ad- 
ministering authority, without prejudice to its incorpora- 
tion in a united Libya, 

(bd) that the Fezzan be placed under the International 
Trusteeship System, with France as the adwinistering au- 
thority also without prejudice to ita incorporation in a 
united Libya, 

(c) that Tripolitania be placed under the Interna- 
tional Trusteeship System by the end of 1951, with Italy 


® U.N. doc. A/PV. 218. 

* [bid. ; 

*Toid. Dr. Evatt carefully outlined the intended pro- 
cedure after the Soviet delegate had maintained that the 
Soviet draft resolution should be voted upon before the 
Committee I draft. In accordauce witb Assembly pro- 
cedure, when more than one amendment to a particular 
portion of the draft resolution bad been advanced, the 
amendment furthest removed in substance from the basic 
draft would be voted on first. 

*U.N. doc. A/C.1/476. 
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as the administering authority, also without prejudice 
to its incorporation in a united Libya. During the interim 
period, the present British temporary administration shall 
continue, with the assistance of an Advisory Council con- 
sisting of representatives of Turkey, France, Italy, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and a representative 
of the people of the territory. The Advisory Council 
should determine its scope and duties in consultation with 
the Administering Authority. 


That the Powers charged with the administration of 
the three territories take all necessary measures to pro- 
mote the co-ordination of their activities in order that 
nothing be done to prejudice the attainment of an inde- 
pendent Libyan State. The Trusteeship Council will be 
responsible for supervising the execution of this provision. 

2 That former Italian Somaliland be placed under the 
International Trusteeship System with a view to its inde- 
pendence with Italy as the Administering Authority. 

8. That Eritrea, except for the Western Province, be 
incorporated into Ethiopia, under terms and conditions 
set forth below, to include the provision of appropriate 
guarantees for the protection of minorities and, without 
prejudice to the sovereignty of Ethiopia, appropriate muni- 
cipal charters for the cities of Asmara and Massawa. 

4. That agreements and instruments designed to give 
effect to the foregoing recommendations in accordance with 
the purposes and principles of the Charter and the provi- 
sions of the Treaty of Peace with Italy be submitted for 
the subsequent approval of the Fourth Regular Session 
of the General Assembly (except those for Tripolitania, 
which shall be submitted to the Sixth Regular Session) ; 
that the Trusteeship Council, where trusteesbip is con- 
cerned, and otherwise the Interim Committee, be author- 
ized to represent the General Assembly in working out 
such agreements, in cooperation with Italy, where Ital- 
ian interests are concerned and with the States involved 
where boundaries are concerned, and that, in the case of 
Libya, the trusteeship agreements so to be submitted 
provide for such adequate inter-territorial administration 
relationships as will promote the attainment of an inde- 
pendent, unified Libyan State. 


In voting on the Committee draft, the General 
Assembly also had to vote on several written 
amendments to portions of that draft, submitted 
respectively by Iraq, Egypt, and Liberia. Addi- 
tional amendments, advanced orally during the 
actual voting process, were also considered. 

The Iraqi amendment sought entirely to change 
paragraph 1 of the Committee draft into a simple 
recommendation that, “in view of the fact that 
Libya has reached an adequate stage of develop- 
ment enubling her to become a sovereign State, it 
be granted immediate independence.” ' 

The document containing the Egyptian amend- 
ments,* called for five distinct changes in Janguage 
in various paragraphs of the Committee draft. 
The first Egyptian amendment asked deletion 
frum paragraph 1 of the phrase “unless the Gen- 
eral Assembly then decides that this step is not 
appropriate. at this time.” In effect, this amend- 
ment would have meant a categorical and unquali- 
fied Assembly decision for the independence of 
Libya at the end-of 10 years. Secondly, Egypt 
sought elimination of all the rest of paragraph 1 
which dealt with various arrangements for Cyr- 
enaica, the Fezzan, and Tripolitania. She asked 
instead that a united Libya be placed under the 


"U.N. doc. A/875/Corr.1. 
*U.N. duc. A/S885. 
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international trusteeshi 
France, Saudi Arabia, the 
the United States as the administering authorities. 


tem with Egypt 
nited Kingdom? sh 


A third ptian amendment sought to provide 
that a similar multipower trust administration for 
10 years be applied to Italian Somaliland, with 
Egypt Ethiopia, France, Italy, Pakistan, the 

nited Kingdom, and the United States as the 
administering authorities, By the fourth amend- 
ment, Egypt sought to restore, at the end of 
paragra of the Cimmittee draft, a phrase pro- 
viding that the western province of Eritrea “be 
incorporated in the adjacent Sudan.” The fifth 
Egyption amendment called for the deletion from 
paragraph 4 of the Committee draft of language 
reflecting the contemplated special treatment of 
Tripolitania and of other language providing that, 
in the working out of necessary a ents, the 
Trusteeship Council or the Interim Committee 
would do so “in cooperation with Italy where 
Italian interests are concerned.” 

The Liberian amendment * sought to revise the 
provisions on Italian Somaliland by a plan for 
15 years of Italian trusteeship administration, 
after which the Assembly would “consider 
whether the inhabitants have made sufficient prog- 
ress to warrant their independence.” 

These amendments were taken up in the proper 
order in connection with: voting, paragraph by 
paragraph, on the text of the basic Committee 

raft resolution. The Iraqi amendment, for the 
immediate independence of Libya, was voted on 
first.- It failed of adoption by a vote of 23 in 
favor, 27 against, and 9 abstentions."° Next, the 
first Egyptian amendment, Providin for the un- 
conditional independence of Libya after 10 years, 
without further review by the General Assembly, 
was put to the vote. It was adopted, having ob- 
tained 35 votes in favor, 16 against, with: 8 ab- 
stentions." 


°U.N. doc. A/886. 

*U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: Phiiipni.cs. Poland, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Ukranian £.£.R , G.S.S.B,, Yemen, 
Yugouluviu, Afghanistun, Burina, oyclocussiun #NKR., 
China, Costa Hica, Czechoslovukiu, Egypt, Halti, India, 
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan. Against: Pana- 
ma, Paraguay, Peru, Union of South Africa, United King- 
dom, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, 
Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Bracii, Canada, Chile, Colom- 
bia, Denmark, France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Luxem- 
bourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Abstaining: Slam, Sweden, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 
Israel. 

“U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Indla, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Li- 
beria, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Puland, 
Saudi Arabla, Siam, Syria, Turkey, Ukrainian 8.S.R., 
U.S.S.R., United States, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, 
Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic. 
Against: Ecuador, France, Honduras, Iceland, Luxem- 
bourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Peraguay, Peru, Union 
of South Africa, United Kingdom, Argentina, Austrulia, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Canada. Abstaining: El Salvador, 
Mearagua, Panama, Sweden, Uruguay, Venezuela, Brazil, 

hile. 
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The second Egyptian amendment, providing for 
a 10-year trus ip over a united Libya, with a 
five-power administration, was then voted upon. 
It obtained only limited support, failing of adop- 
tion by 10 in favor, 41 against, and 8 abstentions."* 
The Assembly then turned to the first operative 
paragraph of the First Committee resolution, as 
amended by Egypt. Since the first Egyptian 
amendment had already obtained Assem y ap- 
proval, Dr. Evatt did not feel it necessary to take 
a roll-call vote on the same language now inco 
rated in the basic text. The revised paragraph 1 
of the Committee draft therefore was voted on by 
a show of hands, and passed by 48 to 8 with 1 
abstention.* 

Voting then took place on aragraphs 1 (a) and 

(b) of the Committee draft, the former provid- 
ing for a British trusteeship in Cyrenaica “without 


_ prejudice to its incorporation in a united Libya,” 


the latter recommending a French trusteeship in 
the Fezzan, similarly without prejudice to the ulti- 
mate unity of Libya. Paragraph 1 (a) was 
adopted by 36 in favor, 17 against, with 6 absten- 
tions.* Paragraph 1 (b) was approved by 
nearly the same vote, obtaining 36 in favor, 15 
against, and 7 abstentions."* 

Prior to voting on paragraph 1 (c)* there was 
some discussion as to the composition of the pro- 





-* U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: Pakistan, Philippines, Saud! 
Arabia, Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Leb- 
anon. Against: Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, 
Ukrainian 8.S.R., Union of South Africa, U.8.8.R., United 
Kingdom, United States. Uruguay, Venesuela, Yugoslavia, 
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, 
Byelorussian 8.8.R., Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican ‘Republic, 
Ecuador, #! Salvador, France, Greece, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Iceland, India, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua. Abstaining: Siam, Sweden, 
Turkey, China, Ethlopia, Haiti, Israel, Liberia. 

* U.N. doc. A/PV.218, 


“Ibid. For: Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Siam, Turkey, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Ven- 
ezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brasil, 
Canada, Chile. Against: Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Pakistan, Poland, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian 8.8.R., U.8.8.R., Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R. Abstaining: 
China, India, Iran, Philippines, Sweden, Afghanistan. 

*rotd. For: United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Do- 
minican. Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, 
Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Union of 
South Africa. Against: Yemen, Yugoslavia, Burma, 
Byelorussian S.8.R., Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Traq, Leb- 
anon, Pakistan, a Ly ap Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Ukrainian 8.S.R., U.8.8.R. Abstaining: China, India, 
Iran, Israel, Siam, Sweden, Turkey. 

* Dealing with a proposed Italian trusteesh!ip in Tripoli- 
tania after 1951 and providing a six-member Advisory 
corel! to assist the Italian administration in that 
territory. 
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jected Advisory Council, in view of Turkey’s state- 
ment of nonavailability. President Evatt sug- 
, and Argentina’s Mr. Arce aly moved, 
at the proposed Council be reduced to five mem. 
simply omitting Turkey." This proposal! 

was approved by 26 to 10, with 13 abstentions.'* 

The paragraph was then further amended, at 
the suggestion of Iran, so that the Advisory Coun- 
cil would consist of representatives of rance, 
Italy, the United Kingdom, and the United States 
and two Tes of the people of the ter- 
ritory. e latter suggestion was declared 
adopted by 20 to 12, with 22 abstentions, Presi- 
dent Evatt ruling that a mere majority for such 
an amendment was sufficient, since the auambly 
would still have to pass on the entire propos: 
with the amendment added.* ‘ 

As amended, paragraph 1 (c), dealing with Tri- 
pou tenis, was then put to the vote. The vote was 

3 in favor, 17 against, with 8 abstentions,” It 
because the necessary two- 
thirds was lacking. 

A problem then arose of how to treat the last 
subparagraph of paragraph 1 which spoke of co- 
ordination of activities among the powers which 
would administer the three parts o Libya so as 
not to prejudice ultimate unity. Since the Assem- 
bly had rejected the subparagraph on Tripolita- 
nia, several delegations maintained that it would 

improper to speak of coordination among the 
powers administering the three parts of Libya 
when the Assembly was actual! esignating ad- 
ministering powers for only yrenaica and the 
Fezzan.* 

Mr. Austin (United States) reasoned that the 
intended coordination would still apply to all 
three areas since the temporary British adminis- 
tration in Tripolitania would have to continue un- 





* U.N. doc. A/PV.218, In that connection, there was a 
rather acid exchange between Mr, Drohojowski (Poland) 
and Mr. Sarper (Turkey). The former claimed that Tur- 
key’s withdrawal from candidacy for membership on the 
Advisory Council caused the whole Plan to fall to the 
ground; Mr. Drohojowski sought to read foto Mr. Sarper's 
statement of his country's nonavailability a distaste for 
what he called “the dirty work.” Mr. Sarper sharply re- 
minded the Polish delegate that he received instructions 
from the Turkish Government and needed no one to inter- 
bah re him his earlier statement on the matter. 


* [did, 

"U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 3B Salvador, France, 
Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Union of South Africa, United 
Kingdom. Against: Yemen, Yugoslavia, Burma, Byelo- 
russian 8.8.R., Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Haiti, India, Traq, 
Lebanon, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Ukrainian S8.S.R., U.S.8.R. Abstaining: China, 
Ethiopia, Iran, Israel, Liberta, Siam, Sweden, Turkey. 

™ This meant that the British administration in Tripoli- 
tania would continue until some later Assembly decision 
but solely under peace treaty authorization and not as a 
definitive settlement by the General Aasembly, 
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_ the Committee draft providing for 


til the Assembly found a suitable solution.” Tech-. 
nical objections, however, were still raised by Gua- 
temala and Iran, while the Soviet delegation as- 
serted that the controversial paragraph could not 
voted upon at all because it no longer corres- 
ponded with the preceding parts of paragraph 1.% 
he problem was met by an amendment pro 
e 


by Mexican representative Padilla Nervo, 
making it plain that, although the Assembly was 
not granting the United Kingdom the administra- 
tion of Tripolitania, it woul recognize the actual 
responsibility of Britain in that territory and 
would require coordination of Tripolitanian af- 
fairs with those of Cyrenaica and the Feszan.™ 
e Mexican amendment was approved by a vote 
of 21 in favor, 8 against, and 29 abstentions.™ The 
paragraph on coordination, as amended, was then 
put to the vote and was adopted by ractically an 
identical vote of 21 to 9, with 28a tions,* 
The Assembly now approached paragraph 2 of 
€ : Q talian trustee- 
ship over Italian Somaliland. It first rejected, by 
a show of hands, a vote of 11 in favor, 40 against, 
and 6 abstentions, an Egyptian amendment calli 
for a 7-power trust a inistration of that terri. 
tory fora 10-year period.” Next. a joint amend- 
ment by Argentina, Brazil, and Peru, roposing 
a 25-year period of ip in Somaliland, in- 
stead of 15 years ag suggested in the Liberian 
amendment, was defeated y 3 in favor, 89 a ainst, 
and 16 abstentions.* The Liberian amen ment, 





“U.N. doc. A/PV.218, 

™ Ibid. 

“U.N. doc. A/PV.218, The Mexican amendment cast the 
final subparagraph of Paragraph 1 in the following lan- 
guage: “That the powers charged with the administration 
of Cyrenaica and the Feszan, and the power administering 
Tripolitania take all necessary measures to Promote the 
coordination of their activities in order that nothing be 
done to prejudice the attainment of an independent Libyan 
state. The Trusteeship Council will be responsible for 
supervising the execution of thig provision.” 

U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: Turkey, Union of South Af. 
rica, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Australia, 
Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ethiopia, Greece, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway. Against: 
Ukrainian 8.8.R., U.8.8.R., Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Ar- 
gentina, Byelorussian 8.8.B., Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Abstaining: Sweden, Syria, Yemen, Bolivia, Brasil, 
Burma, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, France, Haiti, India, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Siam. 

“This time Ecuador from an abstention to a 
negative vote, 

“U.N. doc. A/PV.218, . 

“U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: Peru, ,Argentina, Brasil, 
Against: Byeloruasian 8.8.R., Canada, China, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Cuba, Denmark, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Iceland, Indla, Iraq, Israel, 
Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nor- 
wey, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, 
Saud! Arabia, Siam, Syria, Turkey, Ukrainian 8.8.B., 
U.S.8.R., United Kingdom, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Australia, Burma. Abstaining: Chile, Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, France, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Iran, 
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specifying a 15-year time limit on trusteeship, ob- 
tained greater support but failed by a vote of 19 
in favor, 23 against, with 9 abstentions,” The 
text of Paragraph 2 as contained in the original 
Committee I draft was then put to the vote. As 
had been the case with the para aph on Tripoli- 
tania, the paragraph on Italian Somaliland failed 
rather narrowly to obtain two-thirds approval by 
a vote of 85 in favor, 19 against, with 4 ab- 
stentions.” 

The third paragraph of the First Committee’s 
draft was next to be voted upon. It provided for 
incorporation of all of Eritrea except the “west- 
ern” province into Ethiopia, with guaranties for 

@ protection of minorities and municipal char- 
ters for Asmara and Massawa. Paragraph 3 was 
adopted with 87 affirmative votes, 11 against, and 
10 abstentions." By a vote of 22 in favor, 28 
against, and 8 abstentions, the Assembly rejected 
the Egyptian amendment which sought to provide 
for incorporation of the western province into the 
“adjacent Sudan.” * 

There remained for consideration paragraph 4 
of the basic draft resolution, providing for Trus- 
teeship Council or Interim Committee negotiation, 
as appropriate, of the agreements and instruments 
designed to give effect to the Assembly’s recom- 
mendations on the several territories. One of 
three amendments proposed by Egypt to this para- 
graph was withdrawn by that country’s delega- 





Luxembourg, Netherlands, Sweden, Union of South 
Africa, United States, Uruguay, Belgium, Bolivia. 

” U.N. doc. A/PV.218. The vote was by show of hands. 

" Idid. For: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Den- 
mark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, 
Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Siam, Turkey, Union of South 
Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Vene- 
zuela, Against: Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., Czechoslo- 
vakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Haiti, India, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Ukrainian &.S.R., U.S.8.R., Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

"U.N. doc. A/PV.218. For: Argentina, Australia, Bel- 
gium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, France, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Iran, 
Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragya, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Siam, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States. 
Against: Burma, Byelorussian 8.8.R., hoslovakia, 
Iraq, Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Ukrainian 8.8.R., 
Union of South Africa, U.8.8.R., Yugoslavia. Abstain. 
ing: China, Ecuador, Guatemala, India, Israel, Sweden, 
Syria, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen. 

"did. For: Iceland, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxem- 
bourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, United ‘Kingdom, United 
States, Yemen, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Egypt, Ethi- 
opia, France, Greece. Against: Honduras, Israel, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Polund, Ukrainian 
8.8.R., Union of South Africa, U.8.8.R., Uruguay, Ven- 
ezuela, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, 
Byelorussian 8.8.R., China, Colomhia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salva- 
dor, Guatemala. Abstaining: India, Iran, Norway, Siam, 
Sweden, Chile, Denmark, Haitl, 
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tion.” Two additional Egyptian amendments * 
were rejected by a counting o hands, by votes of 7 
in favor, 20 opposed, and 21 abstentions, and 7 in 
favor, 19 against, with 21 abstentions, respec- 
tively.” President Evatt then put the original 
paragraph 4 to the vote; it obtained the required 
two-thirds with 29 in favor, 9 opposed, and 14 ab- 
stentions.* A brief discussion ensued in which 
several Latin American delegations, France, and 
the Union of South Africa announced their inten- 
tion of voting against the resolution as a whole 
because of its loss of balance with the absence of 
the original plan for Italian trusteeship of Tripol- 
itania as an integral part of the solution for 
Libya." The draft resolution, minus portions re- 
ferring to Tripolitania or Italian Somaliland, was 
then voted upon. It was decisively defeated bya 
vote of only 14 in favor, 87 op , With 7 absten- 
tions.” In the vote, 18 Latin American states 
which had supported the Committee draft more or 
less consistently at every stage now opposed the 
emasculated resolution. In contrast, Haiti felt 
able to vote for the revised Committee draft, hav- 
ing opposed the deleted sections consistently. 
hereafter, the Assembly overwhelmingly ap- 
proved resolution B (based on a Chilean draft 
approved by Committee I) calling for due atten- 
tion by the Economic and Social Council to prob- 
lems of “economic development and social prog- 
ress” in the former Italian colonies. The vote was 
44 in favor, 0 opposed, and 7 abstentions. With 
the defeat of the now incomplete Committee draft 
resolution, the Assembly turned to other proposals, 
some old and some new, designed to achieve some 
kind of a solution—or means of solution—for 
the entire problem. 
The Soviet draft resolution, which had earlier 
been rejected in a paragraph by paragraph vote in 





“The amendment withdrawn sought deletion of the 
phrase “(except for Tripolitania, which shall be submitted 
to the sixth regular session)” from paragraph 4 on the 
ground that the earlier parts of the resolution were now 
silent on Tripolitania. 

“These were designed to remove any special reference 
to “Italian interests” and to eliminate the words “inter- 
territorial” and “relationships” in the last part of para- 
graph 4 which related to projected trusteeship agreements 
for Libya. 

“U.N. doc. A/PV.218, 

* By show of hands. 

"U.N. doc. A/PV.218. The South African delegation 
also explained that it had earlier accepted union for most 
of Eritrea with Ethiopia reluctantly and on the supposi- 
tion that the rest of the original resolution would remain 
intact. 

“Jbvid. For: Iceland, Liberia, Netherlands, New Zea- 
land, Norway, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, Ethiopia,- Greece, Haitt. 
Against: Indla, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Mexico, Pakistan, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian 8.8.R., Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, 
Byelorussian 8.8.R., Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, France, Guatemala, Honduras. Abstalning: 
man Luxembourg, Nicaragua, Siam, Bweden, Belgium, 

na. 

"U.N. doc, A/PV. 218, 
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Committee I, was still formally before the As- 
a a At the request of Mr. Malik 
U.S.S.R.), the Assembly voted separately on the 
ret paragraph which dealt with Libya. This 
was rejected by a show-of-hands vote of 14 in 
favor, 83 opposed, and 6 abstentions." The re- 
maining portions of the Soviet plan were then 
voted upon together, also by a show of hands. 
They were also rejected with 12 in favor, 83 
inst, and 5 abstentions.* Though at first in- 
clining to insist on a vote on his delegation’s draft 
resolution as a whole, despite the negative vote 
on its parts, Mr. Malik did not press the point 
when Dr. Evatt explained that Assembly rules of 
procedure did not warrant such a course. 

Two additional draft resolutions remained for 
consideration, that of Pakistan and that presented 
jointly by 18 Latin American delegations. The 

akistan proposal “ suggested means of prepar- 
ing a basis for Assembly action at its next regular 
session. It called for establishment of a 7-mem- 
ber Special Committee to examine and investigate 
the entire problem and to report such proposals 
as it felt appropriate to the Secretary-General by 
September 1, 1949. The Latin American pro- 
posal, formally submitted by the Argentine dele- 
gation on behalf of its other co-sponsors, was the 
same as the Latin American draft presented dur- 
ing the First Committee deliberations but not 
voted upon at that stage.* It provided for sep- 
arate, five-power study groups to develop pro- 
posals, for consideration by the Fourth Assembly, 
on suitable trusteeship administration of the three 
territories for varying periods of time. In the 
cage of Libya, the Latin American draft specified 
independence after 10 years, subject to review by 
the Assembly. In the case of Eritrea and Italian 
Somaliland, the Latin American draft cited in- 
dependence as the ultimate goal, with the implica- 
tion that Eritrea might attain such status some- 
what earlier than Somaliland. The draft also 
laid down the condition that, in developing pro- 
posals for the application of international trustee 
ship in Eritrea, the “just claims” of Ethiopia 


“U.N. doc. A/881. The Soviet draft, it will be 
recalled, provided for direct United Nations trusteeships 
for all three of the former colonies, for 5 years in Libya 
and Eritrea, and for 10 years in Italian Somaliland. In 
each territory, there was to be an Advisory Council of 
9 members, consisting of representatives of 6 states and 
1 European and 2 indigenous residents of the particular 
territory. The Soviet plan called for the United King- 
dom, U.8.S.R., France, Italy, United States, and Egypt to 
serve on the Advisory Council for Libya; it would have 
placed the same states, with the substitution of Ethiopia 
for Egypt, on Advisory Councils for Eritrea and Ttalian 
Sdmaliland. The plan envisaged an Ethiopian outlet to 
the sea through Assab and provided for Security Council 
administration of such strategic points in the territories 
as the Council might so designate. 

“U.N. doc. A/PV, 218, 

* Ibid. 

“U.N. doc, A/PV. 218. 

“U.N. doc. A/889, 

“U.N. doc. A/C.1/499 and A/898. 
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should be taken into consideration.“ When Mr. 
Arce (Argentina) maintained that this Latin 
American draft had never been withdrawn, even 
though not voted on in Committee I, President 
Evatt pointed out that it would have to be circu- 


lated as an Assem 
the next day.** 

There followed a brief discussion of the Pakistan 
proposal for the Assembly’s own investigating 
commission, Poland, Turkey, Iran, and Argen- 
tina called attention to difficulties in accepting a 
proposal for such a commission without knowing 
what countries would be represented and how they 
were to be chosen. As the 218th plenary meetin 
moved toward adjournment, the Pakistan dra 
was finally put toa roll-call vote. It failed of ac- 
ceptance by 21 votes in favor, 28 against, and 9 
abstentions.** At2: 30 in the morning, the meetin 
adjourned, with the Latin American draft sched- 
uled for consideration the next afternoon. 

Early in the 219th plenary meeting, the dele- 
gations of Cuba, Uruguay, and Costa Rica pre- 
sented a revised Proposal for submission of the 
entire problem of the disposition of the colonies 
to the Interim Committee which could then ap- 
point an investigating committee and which would 
report with recommendations to the next regular 
General Assembly session.“ This proposal oc- 
casioned a harsh attack on the Interim Committee, 
as such, by the Soviet and Polish delegations. Mr. 
Malik (U.S.S.R.) launched into yet another ha- 
rangue, professing to believe that the reason for 
the Assembly’s inability to reach a final decision 
had been the unwillingness of the United States 
and the United Kingdom to accept the Soviet pro- 
posals. Once more the Soviet spokesman flamboy- 
antly accused the two Western powers of peace 
treaty violations, of sabotaging great-power agree- 
ment on this and other problems, of conspiring 
to promote expansionist schemes, and of planning 
for the “looting and exploitation” of the colonies.” 


“Under the Latin American plan, the study and in- 
vestigating groups would be composed as follows: For 
Libya—Egypt, France, Italy, United Kingdom, United 
States; For Italian Somaliland—Ethiopia, France, Italy, 
United Kingdom, and United States; For Eritrea—Ethi- 
epia, France, Italy, United Kingdom, and the United 

tates. . 


“U.N. doc. A/PY, 218. 

“U.N. doc. A/PV, 218. For: Yemen, Australia, Burma, 
Denmark, Egypt, Haiti, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, 
Liberia, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Saudi Arabia, Siam, Syria, United Kingdom, United States. 
Against: Yugoslavia, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Byelorussian 8.8.R., Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czecho- 
slovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
France, Guatemala, Honduras, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Ukrain- 
fan 8.8.R., U.8.8.R., Uruguay, Venezuela. Abstuining: 


bly document and considered 


’ Canada, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Greece, Iceland, Panama, 


Sweden, Turkey, Union of South Africa. 

“U.N. doc. A/832. Since Cuba, Uruguay, and Costa 
Rica were listed among the origina) co-sponsors of the 
principal Latin American draft resolution, they were, in 
effect, advocating two separate means of developing a 
solution. 

“U.N. doc. A/PV. 219. In making these charges, Mr. 
Malik apparently felt in no way inconvenienced by the 


September 12, 1949 





The Soviet delegate concluded by advocating 
postponement of further discussion until the 

ourth Assembly session. Further study of the 
issue by a particular body, he said, was useless and 
inappropriate. 

n the other. hand, the delegation of Haiti, 
which had consistently opposed both the Commit- 
tee I draft and the principal Latin American pro- 
posal, stated its readiness to support reference of 
the problem to the Interim Committee." Mean- 
while, Poland had formally. presented a dreft ac- 
cording to which the Assembly would decide to 
postpone further consideration of the problem un- 
til its fourth session." 

It remained for the Assembly to vote on the 
draft resolution of Cuba, Uruguay, and Costa 
Rica, on the draft Polish resolution, and—if neces- 
sary, the 19-nation Latin American draft. The 
first of these, providing for Interim Committee 
study, was voted upon by roll call. It was rejected 
with 21 in favor, 27 against, and 11 abstentions.” 
Immediately thereafter the Polish proposal, for. 
postponement of further consideration until the 
next Assembly, was adopted without opposition. 
There were 51 votes in favor, 0 against, and 6 ab- 
stentions.“ In view of this decision, there was no 
need of considering any other proposals such as the 
Latin American raft. Somewhat later in the 
afternoon of May 18, the second part of the Third 
Assembly session adjourned. 


Vil. Conclusion 


The Assembly had devoted a month and a half 
of solid and intensive work to consideration of this 
complicated question. The record unquestionably 
showed a cansiderable range of varying opinions 
on both mator and minor facets of the problem. 

“evertheless, the discussion served to bring out ad- 
ditional information and to suggest ways in which 
a greater adjustment of views might take place 
when consideration of the problem is resumed this 
fall. Member states previously without much 
contact with, or knowledge of, the former Italian 
colonies are now considerably better informed and 
better able to form balanced judgments on the is- 
sue. Member states more intimately connected 
with the problem and which entered the Assembly 
with more or less well-defined positions are better 
able to make necessary adjustments of their views 


fact that the Assembly had rejected the Soviet Union's 
Own proposals by very large majorities. Mr. Malik seemed 
chiefly interested in claiming some kind of Soviet success 
in blocking acceptance of the Western position, whereas 
developments at the Assembly showed that nonacceptance 
of that position was due predominately to other factors 
and the positions of other states. 

“An argument streased by the Haitian delegation was 
that the consultation by the Assembly of the views of the 
inhabitants of the former colonies had been incomplete 
and only of a preliminary nature. 

"U.N. doc. A/PV.210. 

* U.N. doc. A/PV.219. 

* Ibid. 
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in the light of prevailing sentiment expressed in 
the Assembly on particular phases of the problem. 
That the oly was unable to reach a settle- 
ment last spring should occasion less surprise 
when the proportions and implications of the 
problem are squarely faced. Since it is bein 
asked, in effect, to legislate on the disposition o 
sizable and important ureas, the Assembly’s ulti- 
mate decision may well be the wiser for the addi- 
tional time needed to reach agreement. That de- 
cision will require the harmonizing of three broad 
and vital pane as originally laid down in 
annex XI of the Italian treaty. These are: 
(a) that due regard be shown for the wishes and 
welfare of the inhabitants of the territories; (b 
that the settlement be in the interests of peace an 
security; and (c) that the views of interested 
governments be adequately considered. The Gov- 
ernments of the Big Four, during their efforts to 
reach agreement, were, therefore, under a treaty 
injunction to be guided by those principles. The 
General Assembly is bound only by the Charter, 
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and in chapter X1 of that instrument there is a 
far more comprehensive statement of principles 
by which the Organization and its members are to 


-be guided in dealing with problems affecting the 


peoples of non-self-governing territories. u 
the treaty language on these points is reinforc 
and amplified by the Charter’s “Declaration Re- 
garding Non-Self-Governing Territories” to which 
every member has subscribed and with which the 
Assembly, in dealing with the former Italian col- 
onies question, must make every effort to square 
its final decision. ; 
The task is enormously difficult, especially in 
the uncertain atmosphere prevailing in the world 
today. But if, as may be hoped, the General As- 
sembly is able to achieve a sound and wholesome 
balance between these vitally important princi- 
ples, without unduly subordinating any one of 
them to the others, it will have taken an historic 
step forward on the path of better international 
dealings and toward a stronger and more effective 
world organization for peace and security. 
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NAACP HAILS UN 


AS FREEDOi. ALLY October 20, 19149 


NEW YORK, Oct. 20.-- In a atatement salutinz the United Nations 
on the occasion of United Nations Day, Roy Wilkins, acting secretary 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Poodle, 
described the intcrnational organization as "@ powerful ally in the 
worldwide struggle for recognition of fundamental frcecdoms and the 
equality of all peoples," 

"By its adoption of the Genocide Convention and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights," Mr. Wilkins wrote in & letter to Devid 
Bernstein, cxecutive director of the National Citizens® Committee for 
United Nations Day, "the General Assembly has struck a new note of 
hope for subjugatcd minorities and other oppressed peoples every~ 
where," 

"It is also the fervent hope of the NadsCP," stated Mr. Wilkins 
"that in the disposition of former Italian colonies...the member 
nations of the United Nations will adnere to the principles of justice 
in the UN charter and will fulfill the hopes of these former victims 
of imperialism: for an end to their exploitation and for realization 


of their aspiration for democratic self-governnent." 








My 0494 , 


UNITED STATES DELEG.ZION 
TO THE 
FOURTH REGUIaR SESSION OF TH UONeR.L ASSELBLY 





November 7, 1949 
TOs Mailing List 


Ar: Italian Colonies > 


Attached is a text of a statement by Ambassador Philip C, 
Jessup presented on November to the Political Committee of the 
General Assembly. 

Ambassador Jassup gave the views of the United States 
re,ardin, the Report of Sudcommittee 17, This subdcomnittee of 21 
members was established by Committee I to make recomendations concern=- 
ing the disposition of the former Italian colonies. 

The subcom:ittee's report, in brief, includes, the following 
recommendations: 

1. Recognition of the principle of the future _ 
independence (by 1952) and unity of Libya, its administra~ 
tion to be continued by the present occupying authorities, 
with a United Nations Comaissioner aided by an Advisory 
Council, assisting the people of Libya in the formulation 
of a constitution and the establishment of an independent 
governmonte 

2. Italian trusteeship for Somaliland with the 
understanding that this area shall obtain independence 
after a ten-year period; and 

| 3, Establishment of a Commission on Eritrea, which, 
after taking into account the views of the inhabitants 
| __ of the-area, shall make to the Fifth Regular Session of 
| the General assembly recommendations as to the disposition 
of Eritrea. 


Attachment 
* ee eH 
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USITOD STATES DELECATICN 
TO THE GiN"RAL ASSEMGLY 
2 OR IWMEDIATE RELUASE Press Release No. 728 





UNEDITED TiN sovenber 4, 1949 


TEXT OF STBTEWNT BY AMBASSADOR PHILIP C. JESSUP BEFORE 
ThE PCLITICAL COuwsiITTSE ON THE DISPOSITION OF THe FOR 
ITALIAN CCLUNIuS, November 4, 1949 


ee 
i.r, Chairnan, 


I should like to explain briefly the attitude of my delegation to- 
yard the renort which we have received from the sub-committee. My delegation 
‘opreciated the honor of participating in the work of that very harmonious committec 
wrich devoted very long hours to an attempt to produce before this full committee 
orcvosnie:’ .3 which would command generel support and lead to a solution of the 
protlen, 


My delegation, ir. Chairman, as I stated at the outsot of our 
Gobates in this Committee, feels very strongly the responsibility which rests 
upon the United Nations in disckarging the resnensibilities which have been given 
to this Gencral Agsombly in attcomting to find a solution of this problem. ‘Wo 
Lave worked with all of our powers to try to contribute towards some common point 
of view wiich will enable the General Assembly to fulfill this task. J genhot 
emphasize too strongly, wr. Chairman, our feoling of the importance for tne future 
of this orgrnization that wo should find a solution. of°91]1 oF thes °’ * oe. . 
territorics involved, even though that solution may not be final, as for instanco 
in the proposal in regard to Eritrea. But, we ecanrnet, Mr. Chairman, take lightly 
this tesk of trying to dispose of the issucs, Which are now before US. 

Now, obviously, in attempting to find a solution, in attonp tine to 
discharge this obligation resting upon this body composed of tke representatives 
of 59 netions, one cannot expect that the views of every one of the 59 members 
will bo met cxactly, 


Yo have had our own idoas of what woubd constituto the best solution 
in the case of cach one of these territories, Wo stated tnosc views in this 
Comittee, We argued for them in the sub-committce. We still feol that tne pro- 
posals that we suggested werg sound. Wo still fcel that if they had boen aconted 
they would have represcnted the best solutions which could be acnieved for these 
various arcas. 


Bat, Nr. Cheirman, wo recognized that the process in which we were 
engaged in tho sub-committoe was necessarily a process of acccmodation of views. 
ani we cndeavored in the exchange of opinions in the sub-committee to accomodate 
our views, as we felt that our collceguecs were sceking to accomodate ticirs. 


There is one point, howover, Mr. Chairman, at which accomodation 
must stop, and that is the point at wich accomodation would represent a compromise 
with the fundamental underlying principles wkich must be obscrvcd in any solution 
Feconmendes by the Gencral Assembly of tho United Nations, Whilo the Generel 

As sonb 1: eivan tho ‘opnortunity -to meke thin °: 
contribution to the solution. of a very difficult political problon, the unitca 
Nations would not enhance its reputation if it edopted a solution which did not 
conform to tho fundamental principles whick I have in mind, 


Tiioso principles, Mr. Chairman, are stated in Annox XI of tno 
Italian Poaco Treaty. We are askod by tho torms of roforcnco, thero originally 
direntod to the four powers and in turn directed to tho Genoral Assenbly, to rvach 
our conclusions ‘in tho light of the wishes and welfare of the inhabitants and the 
interusts of peace and socurity", 
NORS 
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‘ JESSUP 2 


Wo wero able, Mr. Chairman, to go along in the preparation of this 
resolution, which has boen subsittcd by tho subscomuttec, beceuse we folt the % 
weilo it did not moot our optiuun plans, it did. confor to the fundarcntal 
principles to wnich I have rofverrud, 


We, therefcro, foel that the roport of the sub-coanittes in its 
cssontial substantive aspocts, desorveos support and we shall give it that support. 
‘hen I spoak of ite fundanental substantive aspects, I havo in mind tho threo nain 
underlying aspocts of tho proposed solutions for the throe torritorics, nanoly, 
indopendenes within a short tine for Libya, independence for Somaliland aftor a 
~vriod of trustceship, and in the case of Zritrea, the appointment of a Unitod 
“ations Corsaissicn which will bring us back fuller information to enablo us to 
gvseb a final solution noxt ysar. 


sho) ° 
Now, If Tio to oxplain, Mr. Chairuan, in rcgerd to each one of 
those points tho attitude which my dolcgrtion took and tho attitude which it takes 
towerd tho proposale which are now peforo us. 


With rospoct to Lioya, the United States Delcgntion in this comiittec 
mado @ nutiber of suggostions on tho appropriate provisions which it deened dosirable 
in any resolution which tiis cormittes might adopt. I an happy to say that these 
cuggestions, together with those of soveral other delvgations, net with tac approval 
of uost of tho nemdbrs of the sub-counittoo. Tre United Stetes supyorts the pro- 
visions promosed in part A of tho aub-comaittce's draft resolution in their sub- 
stantive provisions which if adopted by the General Assembly will at last set in 
wotion the proccesos so long dusircd by the people of Libya for the cerly indce 
vendence of this country. : 


In regard to Italian Somaliland, the proposal which the subcomilttec 
ies nede nlso nccts with the approval of ny delegation, Tho United States Govem — 
sent hes cmsistently urged that the people of Sonmliland be guided toward the goal 
of indcpcndoncs through tho trustecship systca of the United Nations. ‘Wo have 
stated our conviction that such a solution yould best ucet tho roquirencnts or the 
inhebitants end at the sane tinc provide tho best means of gumrantccing the future 
stability and sccurity of the country. 


The sub-committoe draft on Sonaliland takes particular pains to 
insure thet fron the verystart of the period of trustecshin thero shall be con~ 
stitutional guarentccs to all the inne bitants of Somaliland respecting hunen 
rights end fundeanontal freecons. pioreover, there is specific provision that active 
guiiance of tho people toward the achicvenent of full sclf-governnent shall cor 
Leneo at the very beginning of the trustceship. The Generel Assenbly would recon 
nent thet tho trusteeship agrecnent include an annex contsining A dcelpretion of 
constitutions] principles to these cnds. ° 


In addition, Mr.Chairnman, to our insistence upon adenuate sefeguards 
for the welfare of tho inhabitants, we have also consistend y supported the seloc= 
tion of Itely as the nost di: sirable for the rolo of edninistering authority. And 
nay I remind the connittoe thet at the laet Assembly 34 other nenber of the United 
Netiong onéorsed this point of vicw. 


. Tho Eonornble reprosentrtive of Itoly ins essured this body thet 
it would discharge tho roenonsibdilitics of aduintetoring power in accordanco with 
tho vrinciples and purposes of tho United Netions Cirrter and of the trustceship 
cysten. If the people of Sonalilrnd mre indecd to be mado fully rvady and pre- 
-2rcd within a period of ten years to rssune tho whole responsibility of governing 
thonselves, of oanrging thcir dors stic end their forcign affairs, of provicing 
for thoir comiion dcfonse, and of oxcreising control over all tle minutino of a 
uodern dcnocratic state, the task which confronts Itely is ingp chalicnge and 
n difficult one. But wo do not doubt, nr. Chairnan, that with’ ique experience 
rnd knowledge from previous contact with thig territory, Itely will bo in an 
Lspcoinlly advantageous position to carry on this task, 


“tee 
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I think it 4s cluar, Wr. Chairman, that those wi:o heve alleged 
thet ‘because of criticisns whick thoy have adéresscd to previous Italian adminis- 
tration under a previous governuent and a previous syston, that thoy are worricdad 
nbout Itrlian aduinistrati on of the trustceskip now, kave no reason for cntcr- 
taining such fonra in regard to the present governicnt of Italy which will bo 
acting under tho trustecship syston and undor the aogis of the Unitcd Nations 
Chertcr. We boldeve in the sincerity end the good faith of the present, new 
Jenocratic governucnt of Italy rhd in the determination and ability of the hard 
working Itelian people to dischrrgo the respondbility of trustceship in ecccrdence 
with the tcrms of the Charter. 


The Subcommittee kas roco:z.onded that Somnliland becono independent 
ct the cnd of ten ycars unless the Generel dceiées otherwise. My dolegytion hns 
eumportcd this propose]. Wo have indicated in the subcoruittce, however, our ogroc— 
reat with the conclusion of the Four Powr Comission of Investigation that the 
ceonornte Acvelonnent of Sonalilend is a long-term problon whose length it is not 
row possible to detcruine definitoly.’ In tho draft resolution which my colcyetion 
“rescnted to tho conmittoe, wo recormonded that fron tinc to time tho Gonerel 
ngsombly ond tho Trustcoship Council review the progress and. developnent of Sounli- 
“end with a view to detornining when it wes ready for inéenendoncc. Wo mado that 
~cconmondnation, ir.Chairnan, because we agree with the conclusion of the Four 
Bower Couwssion just nentioned end because we belicve thet the tesk of naling 
Sonualiland capeble of assuring the full responsiblity of independent statechocd 
might requiro ea period as long as a goneration, | 


dowever, having honrd the argumonts raised by other nerbors of tho 
subcommittoe that the fixing cf a definite geal towards wlich to work will stiru- 
late the pcoplo of Sonnlileand and the administering authcrity to eronter offort 
than an indofinito poriod of time, ny delegntion is inclinca to agres with tho 
fixing of tho period of ten ycars which ins been suggostcd. © 


Turning to Eritree, itr. Canirman, I snould like to say a fow words 
about our work cn this territory in the subcomittco, Asc you ere aware, ny dole- 
gation in tho onrly stages of the discussion in this connittco presente’ a droft 
resolution sinilrr to that which we pronosei in the third session of the Guncrel 
Assorbly. Tais resolution recommended the rcunion to Ethiopia cf ell Eritrea 
except the Wostern Frovince , which wo propose’ should be united with the acjnacent 
Sudan. 


In tho subcomuttce there werc four main suggestions for the dis- 
nosel of this erca, The first wes indcpendonce of #11 Sritroa in the vory nerr 
future, (I shrill not go into the details of tho vrrious propos¢ls but uorely indi- 
ente their general nature, ) 

Tic socont wns indepcentence after a five-year period of Unites Nations trustecship, 
ho third was our idea of a soparate treatnont for different parts of the terri~ 
tory,rcuniting the castern partof Eritrea with Ethiopia and the western portion 
with the Sudan, The fourth proposal wos the csteablislment of a Unitcd Netions 
com.ission to study all relovant data and rerort to the fifth session of tuc 
General Assonbly recommendations for the disposition of this problen. 


Now, at thet juncture in the mubdcounittoc, faccd with these fcur 
propesals, Mr. Chairman, ny dolegation joined with the Gelcogations of Brazil, 
India, Iraq, ond Liberia, in en cffort to scck a conpronisc solution which if not 
altogcther satisfactory to any ono of us, nevertheless sncrificed none of the 
essontial points in which we bolievcd and did represent a ccurse of action which 
we bcelicvod night provo accoptable to the ercat majority of the ncmbers of the 
subcomuittve and I mney say of the General Asscubly. 


WORE 
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; This alternative yrepoanl which the five powors subnittcd 
frvyorod the tormorary cetablishucnt of a fodcral union between Eritroa and Lthionia, 
with the Superor cf Hthiopia at tho head, Ths control of foroign affaira, cofonse, 
comiunications, cOwwree and currency was to be cxcercisod by the federal govern 
nent in which Eritrce would havo perticipated as a single autononous unit. In all 
other affairs, thet is to say over tho wido ronge of matters which touch tho 
veoplo cf Eritrea.noey olcsely, thcre would have deen full self-government within 
the shortcst possible tine, that is, as soon ny a constitution Lad been osteblished. 
The froening of a suitable ccnstitation would be guided by a United Nationa Corse 
sion end a grcup of experts end would not come into effect wntil approved by the 
Soperor of cthiopin on behalf of Ethiopia, and ty the Unitod Nrticns Commission 
on behalf of the people of Hritroa, 


To norait tho full consultation of tho wishss of the inhabitents, 
tnerc would bo a plobiscite at tho cnd of ton years and en opportunity ot thet tine 
for the pcoplo of any province to vote for ccntinuntion in the fecerrtion, 
scevesion therofroa, or closer union with Ethiopia. I skould like to pay tribute 
et tris point, Mr, Chairunn, to tae crtrradinerty skillful worx of the Aistingwishe 
rcorosorntativo of India in the subcommittoe, who in order t? illustrate to tho ~ 
nenbers of tho subcommittees what kind of fremeyork of government might be 
eetoblisned under this five-powcr plan, preprred a araft of & oonstitution for 
such a folerel union, 


It was the hope of tho five co-sronscrs wio introduced the areft 
wich I havo just mentioned that it would prove acce):tabls, But, subscquent 
discussion indicated that thiw was not the caso. Nor was it truo with respect 
to a sccond ecmpromise draft which was introduccd by tho distinguishcd representa- 
tive of the Argentine,who was sinilerly inspirsd by a dosire to find s2:10 connen 
necting; ground in the light of the confrontation of the mcnbers of the ccunittce 
wits tauoso wovercl different proposals, But, this effort also failed, nct being 
AQeeepteble to tne other members cf the conmittee, including my own colcgaticn 

tich did not prefer the particular solution which was suggestcd by this draft. 


Within the subcomiittcs, then, it beemne clear thet only ono course 
could be adcptce® which might receive genoral approvel., It wes a course which the 
United States cclegation itsclf, as I hnve indicatod, did not believe was the best 
one, if we looked at the matter in the abstract, because we still folt that the 
solution which we lied proncsed weuld nest neerly mect tho desires of the pooplo 
and tre recognized legitinate clains of the government of Ethiopia, 


I may say, kr, Chairman, that I think throughout tne discussions 
in the subconnittce thoro was always present a very largo degree of agrcecnent, I 
nay alucst say of wnaninity, that the claims of the othiopian ¢overnncnt to 
reeugnition of its othnic, historic ties, of its occnonic ncods ond cf its con- 
nection with the people of the area should heve sone recognition, Various dele- 
fations moroly @iffcrec on the way in which the rights ané@ claizis of Dtiiopia 
should be recognized and sntisfiod. 


. As I sania, wo folt that our pronssal come closest to giving that 
rocosmition while .resnonsing to the declere’t wishes of the people of tho arca. 


Nevertheless, Mr. Chairnan, although we did not profer this sclu. 
ticn in the wane spirit of accomocntion which I have ncntioned we supportcd 
it, " poalizing that whilo it aid not accord with our optinua desires, it 
did not at the spno tic violrte any of the vrincinlus which we fecl must be ac. 
hered to under ell circunstanees, Soveral doleugeations stressed their dissatis— 
fection with the quality and the quentity of to information aveilable to the 
General asseubly on Britron, My cwn delegation hrs not shared thet dissatisfiac- 
tion for wo belicve that tho report cf the Your Fower Comission of Investigntion 
together with tac testinuony of the vrrious representatives of tho inhrbitants re~ 
ccivod in the third and fourthscssions of tuo General assonbdly hove furnished 
raplo ovidence of tho conditicns existing in tho torritory and of the inost 
sultrbdle disposition of the aron, 

MOns 
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Nevertioless, if tho uajority of other aclcgaticns profer that the 
Unitod Netions sond cut its own inuvestizating bocy before finally decicing on the 
Gisposition of Eritron, we support their tosire. Dissqpointing though tbp crcation 
of A co:u.dssion may be to many pocplo of sritren, ani to cthcrs as woll, who are 
laprticnt for an inicdir.to docision, the direct ascertainment of thoir vicws by a 
United Netions comiission will givo thon one nere opportunity to state their 
“refcrcnecs with an assurance that their views will ve carefully considered by the 
General «seenbly before final action. 


_°, die, Chairman, during the past three fveeks of exchange of ideas 
ila tke subcommitte, my delegation has been impres<ed by the views expressod by 
different members with respect to various mtters diccussed, end as I have said, 
we have joined in the accomodation of our views to theirs as they have joined in 
acconocating thcir vicws to ours, Thus we have come to provisions whickpcrhaps 
ronc of us originally contemplated as wo bogan our discussions in the ‘subcomnittce. 


If this Political Comuilttee of the Gencral Assembly after furtler 
Ciscussion of this renort of its subcommittce should decide to adopt substantially 
the samo provisions as those containod in the resolution submitted by the sub-~ 
comiittcoc, my delegation will gladly support it. 


Wo roservo the right, howcver, as do cther meubors of the sudv~ or 
gqnmitteo and this was made cloer on a numbor of occasions in our dcbates, to sutrit/ 
Aubmit our Own various pronosab for tho consideration of the comnittce in tho ovent 
that tho subcomnittoo draft is substantially revised, 


Now, wo havo so far, kr, Chairuan, had laid bofore us one propcsal 
for amcndnont of part of tho rsolution which has boon subnitted by tho subcomiittec, 
I refer to the anmcorduonts wkich have boon teblcd by the dclogetion of tho United 
Kingdon, wi-ick arc beforo us in docuncnt A/C.1/526 and which heve just beon 
explained to us by Mr. Hoctor iicNvil spoeking for the Unitod Kingcon Delegation. 
as IT havo cxamincd these anenducnts and listcned to the reasons which havo inspired 
théir introduction, Mr. Chairnan, I should like to call attcntion to tho fact that 
here is one of the situations which I have described in connection with the pre~ 
sentation end adeptetion of our viows in the subcomnittco, 


I should like to take the liberty of roninding tho comiuttco of a 
statau.nt which I nade in the subconittvue on Septembcr 30: I said at that 
tine "tho form of the governnent to be cstablished in Libya should bo worked out 
by the inhabitants of Libya end should not be erbitrarily imposed by eny outside 
power or by tho Unitcd Nations," That, I think, iir, Chairman, is tao sarc point 
of vicw wiich Sir Carl Borendsun hes oxpressed to us this afternoon on behalf of 
tho New Zoaland dolvgation. I went on to say in‘ this statcnent of Suptonber 30, 
"tue forn of the new stato night be fedcral, unitary, or whatover forn is ost 
acceptablo to the inhabitants." 


.. a The distinguished ropresentative of Iraq hes told 
us in his interposition carlior in this session tlis eftcrnoon that tho inhabi- 
tents of tke aroa dosire unity, That wey veryweoll be truco, Nr. Crairnan, but z 
do not taink that ig in any way in conflict witl. tue statencnt contained in ‘a con 
munication fron the inhabitants roccived by tho Socrstery-Generel on tho 20th of 
October and distributcd to members of the comittco, in which the stetoncnt is 
lado, Wo ask that tho forn of this unity may be left for the people to docide 
according to tkoir own wish," 


Yow, Mr, Ohairran, the suggostion thet has boon advanecd by tho 
Unitcd Eingdon Aclcgrtion thrt the words of tho draft resolution proposed by 
the subcouilttce do not completely allow for the frco dotcruination by tke poople 
thensclves of their choico of the forn of governnuent and of union which thoy 
Gvsire, sccns to us to prusont a situation calling for a riodification of the 
inngurge in ordor to mako sure that the rosolution will conforn to what we 


MORE 
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considor to bo a fundancntal principle, nencly, that we should not impose the 
forn of governzent but that tho forn of union and government, as statod in the 
United Kingdon nncndiicnt should be tho choico of tle pvoplo of the territories. 


Mr. Chairman, this suggostion for an ancndnont of tha draft resolution rogarding 
Libya, scus to us to de a proper ancninont and we shall support it. 


Now, I navo no doubt, ir. Chairann, that other dclogatione as they 
cxanino tro dreft resolution end tne rcport of tle subeo.dttoe will Lave other 
proposals to suggcst in the wey of clarification of lnnguago or in tho wey of 
introducing so:.0 other idea wiich scens to them “coro eppropriate for the solution 
of the provlen, We skall bo glad, hr, Chairuen, to study any such ancndnents in 
tio same spirit in which the subdcouaittce has considorod the vesicus proposals 
wich wero leid dbcfore it. So long es the suggostions contribute to tho great 
coyective which I have stated at tic outsct, namely thet tho United Netions should 
not fail to discherrge its responsibility for settling this problem eat this session, 
we sunll bo inclined to support it, with the second proviso, which I heve also 
strtod, that the adopticn of any such amondnent or chango or alternate proposal 
mould not do violenco to these fundanental principles which we nust kecp in nind, 
nanoly, tho wishos and intorosts of the inhabitants, and the ponce and socurity 
or to arena, 


Tunnk you, Mr, Chairnen, 


xewk kh & 





REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
e 
oe 


-_ | COLONY BEMILBENT | tz Lin (alors 


"PARTIAL VICTORY, 

ROY WILKINS HOLDS November 23, 1949 

NEW YORK, Nov. 23e-— Settlement of the Italian colonies question 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations this week represents a 
"partial victory" for the program advocated by the National Associa-— 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People, Roy Wilkins, acting NAACP 
secretary said todaye 

The NAACP had urged independence or a short-duration direct 
United Nations trusteeship for Libya, Eritrea and Somaliland, and had 
expressed vigorous opposition to the restoration of Italian adminis— 
tration in any form. The plan finally adopted by the General As- 
sembly provides for independence for Libya by 1952, a commission of 
investigation for Eritrea, and a UN trusteeship for Somaliland for at 
least ten years with Italy as administrator. 

The NAACP program was urged by Walter White when he. served as a 
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Press Releases—~November 23 ~~ 

non-governmental adviser to the United States delezation to the Paris 
meeting of the General Assembly in the fall of 1948, Last spring, and 
again this fall, when this issue was being debated at Lake Success, 
Mr. Wilkins reiterated the NAACP opposition to«thetreturn of Italy to 
Africa and urged independence for all the colonies. Mr. Wilkins and 
Other Association officials worked closely with representatives of the 
Somali Youth League in an effort to obtain support for their cause 
among the United Nations delegations. 

"The United Nations settlement, while by no means entirely satis- 
factory to us, represents a partial victory for our progran, " Mr. 
Wilkins said. "Believing in self-determination, as we do, we naturally 
regret the failure of the General Assembly to heed the clearly express~ 
ed and oft-repeated objections of the Somalis to the return of their 


former oppressors." 
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WHITE URGES UN TRUSTEESHIP 
FOR FORMER ITALIAN COLONIES December 2, 1948 

NEW YORK, Dec, 2,«- Beploring the reported agreement between the 
United States and Great Britain for disposal of the rormer Italian 
colonies in Africa, Walter White, NAACP Seorctary, today cabled John 
Foster Dulles, head of the United States UN delegation in Paris, urging 
UN. trusteeship and administration of all these colonies, 

Under terms of the agreement, as reported here today, the 
British and Italians, under trusteeship will administer Cyrenaioa 
and Somalfiand respectively, and part of Eritrea will be ceded to 
Ethiopia, Deoision on disposal of the remainder or Eritrea will be 
postponed until next year, 

Many Americans, Mr, White cabled Paris, “are gravely disturbed 
by announcement of thie agreement, We are convinced that suoh parcell~ 
ing of former Italian colonies will strike a death blow to the hopes of 
cOloniel peoples throughout the world for freedom promised in United 
Nations Charter, % 

Recalling American comMitmentsat the founding conference of the 
United Nations, Mr, White ‘vigorously urged the U.S, delegation + "to 
uphold the more courageous and far-sighted position taken in 1945 in 
Support of UN trusteeship charged with the responsibility or raising 
non-selfgoverning peoples to selfgoverning status with utmost speed, 
Splitting up Of former JTtalian colonies, however Bugarcoated, oan only 
lead to disillusionment of colonial peoples and strengthening or 
colonial exploitation," | | | 

Copies of Mr, White's communication were sent to Secretary or 
State Marehall, to Dr, Rayford Logan and to all amerioan organizations 
represented by consultants at the Paris meeting of the General assembly 
ef the United Nations, 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF ORGANIZATIONS TO WHICH COPIES OF THE 


MEMORANDUM TO U.S. DELEGATION ON COLONIES 


American Women's Voluntary Services 
Lirs. He Gordon Freeman 

99 Park Avenue 

New York 16, New York 


National Farmers Union 
Nr. Meyer Parodneck 
1270 Broadway 

New York City 


Mr. Frank Altschul 

National Planning Association 
Overbrook Farm 

Riverbard Road 

Stamford, Connecticut 


Women's International Leaj;ue for P.ace and lrreedom 
Mrse Ae Be Danzig 

29 Washington Sq. We 

New Yon: City ll 


Mic. Fred W. Riggs 

Foreign Policy Association 
38th md Madison Avenue 
New York City 


National women's Trade Union League 
iiss Rose Schneiderman, Pres. 

247 Lexington Avenue 

New York City 


American Association for the United Nations 
Nr. Clark M. Eichelberger 

45 East 65 Street 

New York 21, New York 


‘me Church Peace Union 
Mir. John Re Inman 

170 Hast 64 Street 

New York City 


Council on Foreign Relations 
ir. Jonn C. Campbell 

58 wast 68 Street 

New York 21, New York 


Altrusa International 
Mrs. Frances K. Marquis 
4 Peter Cooper Road 
New York 10, New York 


Mrs. Valter Li. Weis 


National Women's Conference of the American Ethical Union 


2 West 64 Street 
Now York City 
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National Peace Conference 
8 West 40 Street 
New York 18, New York 


hirs. Paul Hammond 
Syossett, Long Island 
New York 


National Catholic Wwelfaro Conference 
17 East 61 Street 
New York City 22 


Mrs. Lsther Holmes Jones 
654 varpenter Lane 
Philadelphia 19, Fa. 


Mrs. He. G. Hymer 
Shrewsbury, New Jersey 


Miss Jeanne Singer 

U. S. Kiission to the United Nations 
2 Park Aveme 

New York City 
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Somalis Warn of Civil Warr ei sac? 22 ee Bent to pre. 
If Htalians Regain Colony 


trusteeship, of any Italian col- 
onies, ee 
Civil war more hloody than current fighting in many parts 
of the Far East will break out in Italian Somaliland it the former 
African colony is placed under Italian trusteeship by the United 
Nations, two Somali leaders declared today. 
£3 ; ——— ee 
We will never again submit to) catives in South Africa, We will 


er of the Somali Youth League, Seeking a 10-yeur international 
an organization claiming 300,000 trusteeship and eventual inde- 


native followers, told a press co. pendence for the territory now 
ference at the }. Jongl Assn. for temporarily under British rule, 
the Advancemen olored Peo-|they charged that the Italians 
ple, 20 W. 40th St. . {abolished all education for na- 
“True, we don't have modern jtives, monopolized a)! commerce 
weapons, but we can and will|/and industry, seized all fertile 
fight, and to the finish.” land for Italians and “instituted 
Noor, another Somali who/forced Jabor on [talian farms un-|. 
accompanied Issa here for an ad-jder conditions of almost incred- 
‘|dress last week before the Politi-|ible cruelty.” 
cal Committee of the U.N. Gen- The Somali delegation, which 
eral Assembly, backed the state- is expected to a pear before the 
ment. U. N. body again this week, is 
“If the Italians return,” .he/strongly backed by seven na- 


_ said, “we will be a as bad off as the tional organizations, 
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Restoration OF Ital? aioe Somatis Warn of Civil War 


Colonial Regime. Opposed 


NAACP And 19 National Groups Back Joint 
Declaration To Dean Atcheson Urging Trusteeship 
By UN; Cite Italian Pre-War Oppression 


NEW YORK — Unqualified 
opposition to the restoration of 
Italian administration in any 
form over the former Italian 
colonies in Africa is expressed 
in a statement on colonial pol- 
icy released today by the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People 
in association with six other 
national organizations. 

The statement proposes in- 
ternational trusteeships for the 
former Italian colonies and 
Southwest Africa and urges 
the United Nations to take “the 
necessary sleps, including sanc- 
tions, to compel the Nether- 
lands to bein negotiations 
based upon the recognition of 
the independence of the Indo- 
nesian people.” 

“Because we are firmly con- 
vinced that the question of world 
peace is so deeply involved with 
the position taken by the United 
States on these colonial issues,” 
Walter White, NAACP secretary, 
said in covering letters to Dean 
Acheson, Secretary of State, and 
Warren Austin, head ef the Am- 
erican delegation to the UN, “we 
most eincerely ané vigorously 
urge the most careful cons'dera- 


tion to be given to the recemmen- 


Battew- &- e808 


he raid, “can best be promoted 
through collective trustecships 
with a view to eventual indepen- 
dence.” 

White’s proposal was advanced 
to offset a campaign launched in 
Rome last week hy the newspaper 
i Tempo which, according to a 
dispatch to the New York Herald 
Tribune, urged Italians “to flood 
the United States with telegrams, 
letters and postcard saying: Don’t 
take awsy the colonies from 
Italy’.” 

The jo'nt declaration on colonial | 
policy was drafted at a meeting 
of 19 national organizations held 


‘here on April 8. The statement 


has been approved by the govern- 
ing bodies of the Jewizh War 
Veterans of the USA, the Wom- 
en’s International) League for’ 
Peace and Freedom, the National : 
Negro Insurance Association, the 
Omega Pei Phi Fraternity, the 
National Council of Negro Wom- 
en, and the Social Action Cam- 
mittee of the Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

In support of the proposal for 
collective trusteeship over former 
Italian colonies, the statement 
cites the position taken by former 
Secretary of State Byrnes in 1945 
when he charged that Italian ad- 
ministration of the colonies had 
Been “one of inefficiencv and an- 


If Italians Regain Colony ~ 


Civil war more bloody than current fighting in many parts 
of the Far East will break out in Italian Somaliland if the former 
African colony is placed under Italian trusteeship by the United 
Nations, two Somali Jeaders declared today. 


“We will never again submit to) natives in South Alrica. We will 
ca. Wi ] 
Italian rule,” Abdullahi Issa, lead-| never submit to this.” oo 


er of the Somali Youth League Seekin ay fy 
2 ’ g a 10-year international 
an organization claiming 300,000 trusteeship and eventual inde- 
native followers, told a press con- pendence for the territory now 
ference at the National Assn. for temporarily under British rule, 
the Advancement of Colored Peo-jthey charged that the Italians 
ple, 20 W. 40th St. abolished al) education for na- 
“True, we don’t have modern|tives, monopolized all commerce 
weapons, but we can and willjand industry, seized all fertile 
fight, and to the finish.” land for Italians and “instituted 
Ali Noor, another Somali whojforced labor on [talian farms un- 
accompanied Issa here for an ad-jder conditions of almost incred- 
dress Jast week before the Politi-jible cruelty.” 
cal Committee of the U.N. Gen-| The Somali delegation, which 
eral Assembly, backed the state-|is expected to appear before the 
ment. U. N. body again this week, is 
“If | the Italians return,” helstrongly backed by seven na- 
said, “we will be as bad off as the'tional organizations, including 
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MALILAND POLIC 
SENT FROM ITAL 


First Contingents Sail Right 
After Rome Senate Votes 
Expense Appropriation 








| Special to Tas Wsw Youn TIMts. 
ROME, Feb. 8—The first contin- 
gents of the Italian police force 





the NAACP, in their fight to pre- 
vent. the return, even under 
ue ec ene, of any Italian col- 
onies. ; 
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Réstoration Of Italian — Softatis Warn of Civil War| 


Colonial Regime. Opposed 


NAACP And 19 National Groups Back Joint 
Declaration To Dean Atcheson Urging Trusteeship 
By UN; Cite Italian Pre-War Oppression 


NEW YORK — Unqualified 
upposition to the restoration of 
Italian administration in any 
ferm over the former Italian 
colonies in Africa is expressed 
in a statement on colonial pol. 
icy released today by the Na- 
Uonal Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People 
in association with six other 
national organizations. 

The statement proposes in- 
ternational trusteeships for the 
former Italian colonies and 
Southwest Africa and urges 
the United Nations to take “the 
necessary sleps, including sanc- 
tions, to compel the Nether- 
lands to becin negotiations 
based upon the recognition of 
the independence of the Indo- 
nesian people.” 

“ Wwe are firmly con- 
vinced that the question af world. 
peace is so deeply involved with 
the position taken by the United 
States on these colonial issues,” 
Walter White, NAACP secretary, 
said in covering letters to Dean 
Acheson, Secretary of Stute, and 
Warren Austin, head of the Am- 


erican delegation tu the UN, “we 


most sincerely and vigorously 
urge the most careful cons‘dera- 
tion to' be given to the reco 


dations in this statement.” ~ | =~ 


At the same time White urged 
American citizepa to write to the 
President, the Secretary of State 
and the American UN delegation 
pressing them to reverse the pres, 
ent American position as set forth 
by John Foster Dulles and Opposa, 
restoration of Italian rule for 
Libya, Eritrga and: Somaliland: 
“The welfare of these colonies? 
a ee eee eee j 


he said, “can best be promoted 
through collective trustecships 
with a view to cventual indepen- 
dénce.” 

White's proposal was advanced 
to offset a campaign launched in 
Romo last week by the newspaper 
UM Tempo which, uceording to a 
dispatch to the New York Herald 
Tribune, urged Italians “ty flood 
the United States with telegrams, 
letters aud postcard saying: Don't 
take uway the colonics from 
ltaly’.” 

The joint declaration on colonial 
policy was drafted at a Meeting 
of 19 national organizations held 


‘here on April 8 The statement. 


haa been approved by the govern- 
ing bodies of the Jewish War 
Veterans of the USA, the Wom- 
en's International League for 
Peace and Freedom, the National 
Negro Insurance Association, the 
Omega Pasi Phi Fraternity, the, 
National Council of Negro Wom- 
en, and the Social Action Com- 
mittee of the Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

In support of the proposal for 
collective trusteeship over former 
Italian colonies, the statement 
Cites the position taken by former 
Secretary of State Byrnes in 1945 
when he charged that Italian ad- 
ministration of the colonies had 
Been “one of inefficiency and op- 
presaion.” 
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If Htalians Regain Colony 


Civil war more 
of the Far East will 
African colony is placed under Italian trusteeship by the United 
Nations, two Somali Jeaders declared today. 

“We will never again submit to 
Italian rule,’ Abdullahi Issa, lead- 
er of the Somali Youth League, 
an organization claiming 300,000 trusteeship and eventual inde- 
native followers, told a press con- pendence for the territory now 
ference at the National Assn. for}temporarily under British rule, 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- they charged that the Italians 
ple, 20 W. 40th St. abolished all education for na- 

“True, we don’t have modern|tives, monopolized all commerce 
weapons, but we can and will/and industry, seized all fertile 
fight, and to the finish.” land for Italians and “instituted 

Ali Noor, another Somali who}forced labor on Italian farms un- 
accompanied Issa here for an ad-|der conditions of almost inered.- 
dress Jast week before the Politi-jible cruelty.” 


néver submit to this.” 
Seeking a 10-year internationa) 


cal Committee of the U.N. Gen-| The Somali delegation, which 
eral Assembly, backed the State-[is expected to appear before the 
ment, U. N. body again this week, is 


“If the Italians return,” he strongly backed by seven na- 


said, “we will be as bad off as the tional organizations, including 
NY. Times Feo 49,1950 


QMALILAND POLICE 
SENT FROM ITAL 


First Contingents Sail Right 
After Rome Senate Votes 
Expense Appropriation 








Special to Tas New Yorx Times. 

ROME, Feb. 8—The first contin- 

genta of the Italian police force 
sailed for Somaliland late this: 
evening after the Senate had 
japproved the bill apropriating 
6,000,000,000 lire (about $9,600,- 
000) for the expenses of adminis- 
tering that former Italian colony 
under United Nations trusteeship. 
The bill was approved by the 
Chamber of Deputies on Saturday 
and amounts in effect to the ac- 
ceptance of the United Nations 
trusteeship. 

The contingents that left today 
sailed from the naval base of Au- 
gusta in Sicily, on board two ships, 
the Auriga and the Assyria. The 
ships were loaded mostly with ma- 
tériel and carried only 850 officers 
and men of. the police force and 
police force and forty-five civilian 
jofficials. More matériel is being 
loaded on two other ships, the Sa- 
ronno and the Ardea, in Naples, : 
and a fifth ship, the San Giorgio, 
hag been wequisitioned to help get 

st of the ce force to 
vrei Te in aned that BNNN ar 
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Evance Would 
Return All of 
Italy’s Colonies 
Splits With Britain and 


U. S. in Assembly Talks; 
British for AmericanPlan 








——— 


By Kenyon Kilbon 

LAKE SUCCESS, April 7. — 
France split with Great Britain 
and the United States today over 
disposal of Italy’s pre-war colonies. 
It recommended that the United 
Nations General Assembly turn 
them all back to Italian admin- 
istration under a U.N. trusteeship 
—except for satisfying Ethiopian 
claims with a segment of Eritrea, 

As the Assembly's Political Com- 
Mittee went into its second day of 
debate on the colonies, the British 
entered the ring with a hearty 
indorsement of the American plan: 
outlined yesterday. That would in- 
volve British administration, for 
the U._N., of Cyrenaica (eastern 
Libya); outright cession to Ethio- 
pia of eastern Eritrea, and Italian 
trusteeship over Italian Somali- 
land. 
While all of the proposals so far 
have included a part of Eritrea for 
Ethiopia, the Ethiopians them- 
selves took the floor today with 
demands for all of Eritrea and 
Italian Somaliland as well. Their 
argument was that both territories 
have close historical ties with 
Ethiopia, and that the Italians 
have failed to do anything except| 
to use them as bases for aggres- : 
sion. 4 

Agree on Urgency 

The British and French argu- 
ments today agreed on the urgency| 
of settling the fate of the colonies,f 
under Allied rule for six to eight 
years already. But that, along with 
the satisfaction of Ethiopian 
claims, was about as far as thei 
agreement went. 

French delegate Jean Chauvel| 
said bluntly that as far as Francef 
is concerned, “Italy is well quali-f 
fied to be given the trusteeship 
‘over her former colonies.” But 
‘British Minister of State Hector; 
McNeil, taking the floor imme- 
diately afterward, couldn’t see it 
that way. In the first place, he 
said, Great Britain in 1942 
solemnly promised the Senussi in- 
habitants of Cyrenaica that they 
would never again be placed under, 
Italian domination, and the Brit-; 
ish intend to honor that promise.’ 
‘He argued at length for continued 
'British administratoin, on , the 
iground that Great Britain alyeady 
has been running the territory 
since 1943, and the inhabitants 
want the British to stay. 

He made no reference to British 
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ERALD TRIBUNE 


| be ceded to 





Asks in U.N. That All Libya 
Itallan Somaliland and Part 
_ of Eritrea Be Trusteeships 





PRANCE WOULD-GHVE 
COLONIES TO ITALY 





PLAN COMES AS SURPRISE 


ee. 


Britain for Paris Administering 


of Fezzan—Ethiopia Puts Her 
Claims Before World Body 





By THOMAS J. HAMILTON 
Special te Tus New Youx Ties. 

LAKE SUCCESS, April 7—Jean 
Chauvel, French representative in 
the United Nations General As- 
sembly’s Political Committee, said 
today that t of Eritrea should 
thiopia “as a repara- 
tion for the past and a guarantee 
for the future,” but he pro 
that the remainder of Eritrea, to- 
gether with Italian Somaliland and 
all of Libya, should be returned to 
Italy under a United Nations trus- 
teeship. 

M. Chauvel’s statement in the 
committee widened the split 
among the three Western Powers 
on the disposition of the former 
Italian colonies in Africa. The 
United States and Britain favor a 
British trusteeship over Cyrenaica, 
and John Foster Dulles, United 
States representative, made a 
Veiled suggestion yesterday that 
Britain receive a trusteeship over 
the remainder of Libya— ipoli- 
tania and Feszzan as well. ' 

The committee will not meetgto- 
morrow, and it is believed that the 
delegates of the three Western 
powers will use the time to make 
one more effort to reach a com- 
mon front. 


For Fesszan Under French 


Hector McNeil, British Minister 
of State, told the committee today 
that Britain would give “unquali- 
fied support” to a French trustee- 


ship over Fezzan, which France is| - 


now administering, and indicated 
that Britain would agree on two 
conditions to accept a trusteeship 
over Tripolitania. . 
Pending a General Assembly de- 
cision, Britain is now administer- 
ing all the former Italian colonies 
except Feazan, and Mr. McNeill’ 
said that, although “we want to 
be relieved of the burden” of 
administering Tripolitania, “ap- 
proaches have been made to us by 
friendly, sincere and disinterested 
Gelegations suggesting that mean- 
time we might continue our ad- 
ministration of this territory.” He 
ed: 


“Should the committee come to 
the conclusion that at present 
tere is no practi cal alternative to 

, We wo to mak 
qualifications. want. * two 

“Virat, any period in which we 
would agree to continue as the ad- 
more aed hae 

, & ul of years 
at the outaide.” y 

“Secondly, neither we nor any 
other power could adequately con- 
tinue administration in politania 
even for such a limited period with 
the limitations which at present 
we feel bound to observe. By that 
I mean thet if the Assembly came 
to the conclusion that we should 
meantime and only temporarily 
continue the administration we 
would feel compelled to introduce 
progreasive reforms in administra- 
ton, in education and in public 


“We should, of course, wish, if ‘ 


we were in occupation in 
and in Tripolitania, to 
Tripolitania com 
rable to those which I have vf 
teady indicated it would be our 
anxiety to introduce to ad 
This was a reference to “far- 


re yh me ‘ Ce 
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refrained from putting them into 
effect pending a decision on the 
status of Cyrenaica because they 
“might have been considered as 
prejudicing the eventual result or 
seeking improperly to influence 
the Assembly in the decision it will 
eventually achieve.” 


“I submit the United Kingdom 
trusteeship [over Cyrenaica] is 
the solution which, taking into ac- 
count all the various factors of- 
fered, is most likely to improve 
the material welfare of the in- 
habitants, is most likely to ap- 
proximate to the average wish of 
the inhabitants, if I may put it 
that way, and is certain to lead 
to the realization of their legiti- 
mate and their appreciated desires 
for independence,” he added. 


French Pian Is a Surprise _ 


M. Chauvel’s proposal for the 
restoration .of both Tripolitania 
and Fezzan to Italian administra- 
tion came as a surprise, for France 
had previously favored French ad- 
ministration of Fezzan, and it had 
been assumed that, in return for 
British support on this issue, she 
would tavor British administration 
of Cyrenaica. French sources said 
tonigh that France would ask for 
a trusteeship over Fezzan if the 
British received a trusteeship over 
Cyrenaica. 

' Declaring that France considered 
Italy “well qualified” to administer 
her former colonies, M. Chauvel 
acknowledged that “Italian colonial 
policy has often been criticized and 
the question has been raised as to 
whetiir it was advisable to let her 
resume her colonial activities.” 

“Although the Italian Govern- 


be | Ment between the two wars has 


followed a colonial policy against 
which many objections can 
raised,” he said, “it would be a 
mistake not to entrust the new. 
Italian republic with a colonial 
mission which would certainly be 
carried out in a truly democratic 
and progressive spirit. . 
“Anyhow, the control of the 
United Nations would be a guaran- 
tee against any apprehensions if 
such apprehensions did exist. 
“Another objection might be that 
Italy is not a member of the 
United Nations and as such is not 
qualified to take part in the trus- 
eeship organization, \ 
“But Article 81 of the Charter 


SiCB i foresees that a trusteeship can be/ obtain 
these/ granted to a state or a certain| The Giornale D'Italia this after- 


number of states without specify- 

ing that the said state or states 

have to be members of the United 
ations.” 


Presents Ethiopian Claim 


discrimination against the native 
inhabitants. He added that Musso- 
lini’s attack on Ethiopia in 1935 
was based on the two colonies and: 
that Italy. had thereby forfeited | 
moral and legal claims to both. 

Mr, Abte-Wold advocated the 
outright cession of both Eritrea 
and Italian Somaliland to Ethiopia, | 
insisting that the problems of 
Italian Somaliland ‘cannot be left 
aside in any solution of the ques- 
tion of Eritrea.” 

Since the one phase of the ques- 
tion on which United States, 
Britain and France are fully agreed 
ig that Italy should receive a trus- 
teeship over Italian Somaliland, 
few delegates see any possibility. 
that Ethiopia’s claims to the col- 
ony will be approved by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Mr. Abte-Wold de- 
voted most of hig speech, in fact, 
to Eritrea, arguing that its inhabi- 
tants, both Mohammedan and 
Christian, were identical in origin 
and customg with those of Ethi- 
opia. 

Dr. John Carlos Muniz of 
Brazil, the first Latin American 
representative to speak in the 
debate, acknowledged the impor- 
tance of British claims to Cyre- 
naica and French claims to Fezzan, 
but urged that Italy receive a 
trusteeship over the colonies. He: 
added that it was only fair to: 
“examine sympathetically’ Ethi- 
opia’s claim to'a sea port, but he 
said that “we can now place our 
confidence in the democratic forces 
of. Italy.” 


Italians Are Paine 


Special to Tue New Yoru Times. 
ROME, April 7—The announce- 
ment in Lake Success only three 








be| days after the Atlantic treaty had 


been signed that Italian hopes had 
suffered a serious setback as a re- 
sult of an Anglo-American agree- 
ment on the final disposal of pre- 
Fascist Italian colonies has made 
a most painful impression in Italy. 
The Communist newspaper 
Unita made it clear this morning 
that Communist propaganda would 
not be slow to take advantage of 
any defeat Foreign Minister Carlo 
Sforza might suffer on the colonial 
question. It Floated and said that 
he had wilifully thrown away the 
support of Russia, which was the 
only country willing to help him 
the return of the colonies. 


noon published a strong editorial 
by its editor, Santi Savarino, again 
appealing to America for an un- 
derstanding of the Italian position. |, 
He acknowledged that Britain had/| 
strategic positions to defend j eI 
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by nenyon Alpon 

LAKE SUCCESS, April 7. — 
France split with Great Britain 
and the United States today over 
disposal of Italy’s pre-war colonies. 
It recommended that the United 
Nations General Assembly turn 
them all back to Italian admin- 
istration under a U.N. trusteeship 
—except for satisfying Ethiopian 
claims with a segment of Eritrea. 

As the Assembly's Political Com- 
Mittee went into its second day of 
debate on the colonies, the British 
entered the ring with a hearty 
indorsement of the American plan: 
outlined yesterday. That would in- 
volve British administration, for 
the U.N., of Cyrenaica (eastern 
Libya); outright cession to Ethio- 
pia of eastern Eritrea, and Italian 
trusteeship over Italian Somali- 
land 


While all of the proposals so far 
have included a part of Eritrea for 
Ethiopia, the Ethiopians them- 
selves took the floor today with 
demands for all of Eritrea and 
Italian Somaliland as well. Their 
argument was that both territories 
have close historical ties with 
Ethiopia, and that the Italians 
have failed to do anything except 





to use them as bases for aggres- |i 


sion. 
Agree on Urgency 


The British and French argu-|' 
ments today agreed on the urgency y 


of settling the fate of the colonies, 
under Allied rule for six to eight 
years already. But that, along with 
the satisfaction of Ethiopian 


claims, was about as far as the} 


agreement went. 

French delegate Jean Chauvel 
said bluntly that as far as France 
is concerned, “Italy is well quali- 
fied to be given the trusteeship 
over her former colonies.” But 
British Minister of State Hector, 
McNeil, taking the floor imme- 
diately afterward, couldn't see it 
that way. In the first place, he 
said, Great Britain in 1943 
solemnly promised the Senussi in- 
habitants of Cyrenaica that they 
would never again be placed under 
Italian domination, and the Brit- 
ish intend to honor that promise. 
He argued at length for continued 
‘British administratoin, on , the 
iground that Great Britain alyeady 
has been running the territory 
since 1943, and the inhabitants 
want the British to stay. 

‘ He made no reference to British 
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Britain for Paris Administering 
of Fezzan—Ethiopia Puts Her 
Claims Before World Body 





putting them into| discrimination against the native 


& decision on the/inhabitants. He added that Musso- 
ca,| Status of Cyrenaica because they/iini's attack on Ethiopia in 1935 


been considered as 
rejudieing th was based on the two colonies and: 
prej © the eventual result or that Italy. had. thereby rorfelted| 


improperly to influence 
the Assembly in the decision it will} Moral and legal claims to both. 
eventually achieve.” Mr, Abte-Wold advocated the| 
outright cession of both Eritrea 


“I submit the United Kingdom 
trusteeshi ° Cyren and Italian Somaliland to Ethiopia, | 
P (over aica] is inalating that the problems of: 


the solution which, taking . 

count all the various footers on Italian Somaliland “cannot be left 
fered, is moat likely to improve aside in any solution of the ques- 
the material welfare of the in-| tion of Eritrea. 

habitants, is most likely to ap- Since the one phase of the ques- 
proximate to the average wish of United States, 


Hector McNeil, British Minister tne inhabitants, if I may put it 


that way, and is certain to lead 
the State, told the committee today/to the realization of their legiti- 


Britain would give “unquali-| mate and their appreci 
fied support” to a French trustee-/j for independence’? he added 


ship over Fezsan, which French Plan Is a Surprise 


now administering, 

M. Chauvel’s proposal for the 
reatoration of both Tripolitania 
and Fezzan to Italian administra- 
tion came as a surprise, for France 
had previously favored French ad- 
ministration of Fezzan, and it had 
been assumed that, in return for 
British support on this issue, she 
would tavor British administration 
of Cyrenaica. French sources said 
tonigh that France would ask for 
a trusteeship over Ferzan if the 
British received a trusteeship over 
Cyrenaica. 

Declaring that France considered 
Italy “well qualified” to administer 
her former colonies, M. Chauvel 
acknowledged that “Italian colonial! s#id that “we can now place our 
policy has often been criticized and| confidence in the democratic forces 
the question has been raised as to|of Italy.” 
1 whethi meet Sannin _ - 
resume hér colonial activities.” 

“Although the Italian Govern- 
ment between the two wars has 
followed 4 colonial policy against 
which ,, many objections can be 

“Secondly, neither we nor any|Taised,” he said, “it would be a 
other power could adequately con- Tene nor ke reals the new 
even for mnt iineited pepolitania| vission which, would certainly be 
the limitations which Ot puenat carried out in a truly democratic 
I mean ound aay ssombly. cant oriAnyhow, the’? control of the 
to ‘the conclusion that we should| United Nations would be a guaran- 
meantime and ee tainat any apprehenatons if 
conti admi such apprehensions did exist. 
would “te he rl petration | we “Another objection might be that 
progressive Teferme in ede Italy is not a member of the 
tion, in ed {United Nations and as such is not 
health. education and in public qualified to take part in the trus-' 
teeship organization. ' 

“But Article 81 of the Charter 
foresees hat r trusteeship can ibe 

ted a state or a ce 
reforms in Tripolitania compa- oan 
number of atates without specify- 
rable to those which I have al- ing that the said state or Fitates 


ready indicated. it would be our! ne 
anxiety to introduce to Cyrenaica.” Neto. members of the United 


was a reference to “far- 
reaching measures” Presents Ethiopian Claun 
Ethiopia's claim to both Eritrea 
































































The committee will not meetsto- 
morrow, and it is believed that the 
delegates of the three Western 
powers will use the time to make 
one ont et to reach a com- 
mon fron 

For F tion on which 
or Fessan Under French Britain and France are fully agreed 
ig that Italy should receive a trus- 
teeship over Italian Somaliland, 
few delegates see any possibility 
that Ethiopia's claims to the col- 
ony will be approved by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Mr. Abte-Wold de- 
voted most of his speech, in fact, 
to Eritrea, arguing that its inhabi- 
tants, both Mohammedan and 
Christian, were identical in origin 
and customs with those of Ethi- 
opia. 

Dr. John Carlos Muniz of 
Brazil, the first Latin American 
representative to speak in the 
debate, acknowledged the impor- 
tance of British claims to Cyre- 
naica and French claims to Fezzan, 
but urged that Italy receive a 
trusteeship over the colonies. He: 
added that it was only fair to 
“examine sympathetically” Ethi- 
opia’s claim to a sea port, but he 


t tr ite ship 
accept a trusteeshi 
over Tripolitania. P . P 

Pending a General Assembly de- 
cision, Britain is now administer- 
ing all the former Italian colonies 
except Feazan, and Mr. McNeill 
said that, although “we want to 
be relieved of the of 
administering Tripolitania, “ap- 
proaches have been made to us by 
friendly, sincere and disinterested 
delegations suggesting that mean- 
time we might continue our ad- 
Sa eration of this territory.” He 

ed: 


“Should the 


committee come to 
the 


conclusion that 





Italians Are Pained 
Special to Tus New York Tinxs, 
ROME, April 7—The announce- 
ment in Lake ,Succeas only three 
days after the Atlantic treaty had| 
been signed that Italian hopes had 
suffered a serious setback as a re-| 
ault of an Anglo-American agree- 
ment on the final disposal of pre- 
Fascist Italian colonies has made 
& most painful impression in Italy. 
The Communist | newspaper 
Unita made it clear this morning 
that Communist propaganda would 
not be slow to take advantage of 
any defeat Foreign Minister Carlo 
Sforza might suffer on the colonial 
question. It gloated and said that 
he had willfully thrown away the 
support of Russia, which was the 
only country willing to help him 

obtain the return of the colonies. 
The Giornale D'Italia this after- 
noon published a strong editorial 
by its editor, Santi Savarino, again 
appealing to America for an un- 
derstanding of the Italian position. 
He acknowledged that Britain had 
strategic positions to defend in the 
Mediterranean and continued, “But 
and I Somaliland was do not England and Italy partici- 
sented by Akilou Abte-Wold, pate in the same defense system? 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who/Then why deny Italy the possi- 
@ administration of the terri-|contended that pre-Fascist Italy|bility of doing her part in the 
tory.” as well as Fascist Italy had pur-jagreement with Mngland and the 


He explained that Britain had sued a policy of exploitation and|United States?” 
ene a epee eruntsenrsayunsessunsusnansunsanet mana apannaupusteset:s aummmnnseeempeenenereebe = 



























“We should, of course, wish, if 
we were in occupation in 
and in Tripolitania, to © these 


eely & very substantial share in 


ce ee ae 
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Vishinsky Renews 


Attacks on/West 


By TAeA tea Press 

PARIS, Dec. 12.—The United 
Nations General Assembly wound 
up its twelve-week session here 
today by indorsing the Korean’ 
government of Dr. 8yngman Rhee! 
and continuing the U. N. Korean 
Commission another year. The ses- 
sion was finally adjourned at 

6:11 p.m. 
The Assembly will reconvene in 

New York on April 1, 1949. 

. Andrei Y, Vishinsky, Soviet Dep- 
uty Foreign Minister, voiced the 
only jarring note in the final 
speeches before adjournment. 
Again attacking the majority, es- 
pecially the United States and 
Great Britain, he said there should 
be no illusions about this As- 
sembly, that it would go down in 
history as one taking steps toward 
wrecking international co-opera- 

tion. 
John Foster Dulles, acting chair- 
man of the American delegation, 
‘ and other vice-presidents of the 
7 Assembly expressed satisfaction 
with most of the work done here 
since the delegates convened on 

Sept. 21. 

Two Regimes in Korea 


Dr. Rhee’s government—the Re- 
public of Korea—was set up last 
Aug. 15 under the supervision of 
 ) the Korean Commission. It oper- 
6) ates only in American-occupied 
South Korea. The Russians have 
set up a Communist-dominated 
regime in North Korea. 
The Assembly had set its ad- 
journment for last night, but was 
forced into a Sunday meeting | 
when Yacov A. Malik, Soviet dele-! 
gate, tried to block Korean action. 
by a filibuster. Mr. Malik contin-| 
ued his attack on the United 
States and the Republic of Korea 
this afternoon, but the delegates 
were in no mood for further de- 
bate. Some sources said the Weat- 
‘lern powers had agreed to a “con- 
spiracy of silence” to force’ ad- 
journment. 
_The vote on the Korean resolu- 
tion— sponsored by the United 
States, Australia and China—was 
48 to 6, with only the Soviet bloc 
voting against it. Sweden ab- 
stained. 

In a final gesture of opposition, 
Russia insisted that the Assembly 
vote on # Soviet resolution calling]. 
for termination of the Korean 
Commission. This was rejected,|) 
46 to 6. } 

Commission Reduced ' 
Just before the Assembly ap-|' 
proved the three-power proposal it t 
adopted a Canadian amendment |' 
which reduced the size of the com- | 
mission from nine to seven mem- 
bers. The two members dropped 
were Canada and the Soviet 
‘Ukraine. The Ukraine had served 
notice it would boycott the com- 
mission again and Canade asked 
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tion. 

John Foster Dulles, acting chair- 
man of the American delegation, 
and other vice-presidents of the 
Assembly expressed satisfaction 
with most of the work done here 
since the delegates convened on 
Sept. 21. 

Twe Regimes in Korea 


Dr. Rhee’s sovernment—the Re- 
public of Korea—was set up last 
Aug. 15 under the supervision of 
the Korean Commission. It Oper- 
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regime in North Korea. 

The Assembly had set its ad- 
Journment for last night, but was 
forced into g Sunday meeting | 






by a filibuster. Mr. Malik contin-. 
ued his attack on the United 
States and the Republic of Korea 
this afternoon, but the delegates 






- The vote on the Korean resolu- 
t 


In @ final gesture of opposition, 
Russia insisted that the Assembly 
vote on a Soviet resolution calling! . 
for termination of the Korean 

Commission. This was rejected,|3 


Ukraine. The Ukraine had served 
notice it would boycott the com- 
mission again and Canada asked| 
to be relieved from serving, | 

Members of the commission now 
are Australia, China, F) Salvador, 
France, India, the Philippines and 
Syria. 

The Korean resolution approved 
the work of the Korean Commis-: 
sion; declared the government of 
the Republic of Korea is a lawful! 
government based on free elec- 
tions observed by the commission; 
recommended that the Russian’ 
and American occupying powers 
withdraw their occupation forces 
from Korea as early as practica- 
ble; continued the commission for 
another year and instructed it to: 
seek once more to unify Korea: ! 
instructed the commission to ob- 

(Continued on page 8, column 3) | 
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ITALY-SERN EASING 


STAND ON GOLOMIES 


Rome Assures 
Accept Britain Conditionally 
as Cyrenaigan Trustee 
—_;—__—_— 


By CAMILLE M. CIANFARRA 
Special to Tun New Yorx Times 


PARIS, Dec. 12—The Italian|much negotiation between Wash- 


Government has conveyed private 
assurances to Washington that it 


will agree to British trusteeship of/empower the Trusteeship Council 
Cyrenaica provided that Italy re-jto decide when the 


céives a similar trusteeship for|should receive independence. 


Tripolitania, it was learned today. 


ton and Lordon must solve to be 
No decision has been made yetlressonably certain of United Na- 


tions approval of British trustee- 
cause the prevailing opinion in|ship of Cyrenaica is that of Tri- 
United States circles here is that/politania. — 


on this proposal, it was said, be- 


the final disposition of the former 


Italian colonies may be influenced|ton, especially, will seek an an- 
by other factors not directly con-jswer between now and April 1 is 

whether an Italian trusteeship 
The most important among them|would best bring about the inde- 
is the possible development of a|pendence of that region, 


nected with that question. 


North Atlantic pact. It is under- 


GLE 


The United States teee 
ship ag merely a fry ar-. 
rangement for the attainment of! 
independence, the ultimate goal of 

backward territories. It there- 
fore favors a trusteeship agree- 
ment for a limited time. 

On the other hand, Britain feels|, 
that, in the case of Cyrenaica, she 
ought to have power to decide how 
and when the Arab inhabitants 
shali be ready for independence. 
Britain therefore, opposes a limit- 
ed trusteeship. 


Agreement on this point, United 
States circles said, will entail! 


ington and London. The answer to 
it was said, probably wil] be found 
in a form of trusteeship that will 
cans 


Another problem that Washing- 


x 


The question to which Washing- 


—————— 
- ee 
eee we 


Some delegates contend that the 


stood that the Italian Government|Italian Government and people|: 
expects to sign and obtain Pariia-|could not object to a solution that, 


mentary ratification of a pact by|while excluding Italian adminis 
early February. The role that Italyjtration, would favor the eventual]: 


would play in {t would also de-lindependence of Tripolitania pro-|. 
termine, to an extent, Washing-/vided that neither Italy nor other). 


ton’s position on the colonial/nations had a 


question. 


ever, that Rome's assurances sup- 
plied the first positive step taken: 
by the Italian Government to con-! 
tribute to a solution of the thorny; 
colonial question. Until now, 
Italy’s official position had been 
that she ought to have a United 
Nations trusteeship of Libya, 
which consists of the Provinces of 
Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, and 
also Somaliland and part of 
Eritrea, which are the colonies she 
held before the advent of fascism. 


Italy’s Accord Seen as Helpful 


The value of Italy’s proposal, as 
United Nations circles see it, is 
that any Anglo-American plan for 
final disposition of the colonies 
would have a far greater possibil- 
ity of being approved if it were 
assured of Italian support when : 
that question came up for debate 
before the second pert of this Gen- 
eral Assembly at Flushing Meadow ' 
in April, ‘ 

Canvassing do..e by members of | 
the delegations directly concerned | 
with that problem in the past: 
weeks showed that Italy’s aspira-' 
tions Were backed by a consider. | 
able number of Latin-American! 
nations, in addition to France and} 
other countries. Without Rome’s{ 
support, it is felt, any plan might. 
not obtain the two-thirds majority t 
of fifty-eight nations necessary for} 
approval. e 

The Italian Government's coop- 
eration, according to this view, 
would swing the so-called pro-Ital- 
ian bloc in line with any settlement 
sponsored jointly by the United 


trusteeship. But/, 


what this solution may be is yet 
_ United Nations circles said, how-|to be determined. 
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(Continued from page one) . 
serve or verify the igre 
oc . 
upation forces when 
oar. Vishinsky, in his closing 
speech, prought up once tail 
es between 
tnd the cour great powers, 
He da the United States i“ 
doing much to hin er 
the General Assembly from adop 
sling measures 
‘| tional co-operation. the 
aid tribute to 
work. eer. Herbert ve on 
of the Assembdly, 
president ie, Secretary Gengsal, 
the secretariat. our 
se 
“we have all nad, I suppose, Ol” 
| disappointments and irritations: | 
il Mr. Dulles said. “These are aan 
table. But such things Gone ae 
insignificance t 
| on accomplishment and the mage 
| nificent spirit of good W 
has made it possible. _ 
| He thanked the French govern 
the arrangemeni® ach 
| Assembly. He sa e - 
tories found conditions of work 
| poth ample and compact. . 
Just before rapping the an 
gave] on the session Dr. Evatt a mn 
vised the delegates And ane oe d 
—not to sell the U. N. . 
said this session saw the hopes 
and fears of small nations , 
umph over the discouragemer' 
and frustration born from grea 
'| power disagreements. ; 
The Paris Assembly session wee 
the longest in the brief history of 
the 1 °— oS 
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PAUL ROBESON, Chairman W. €. B. DU BOIS, Vice Chairman 


Seeks Wide Support for Vital Tasks 


The Council on African Affairs takes pleasure in announcing the 
appointment of Mrs. Louise Thompson Patterson, long experienced 
in community and inter-cultural work in New York an@ Chicago, as 
Director of Organization. There follows her statement on the im- 
portance and objectives of the membership campaign which is now 
under way to build the Council: 

For the purpose of strengthening its work and gearing it 
more effectively to the demands of the hour, the Council on 
African Affairs has set out upon an intensive membership 
campaign. 

The success of this campaign depends in great measure 
upon the assistance and cooperation of you who know the 
Council’s work, who are regular readers of New Ajrica, and 
who have participated in the Council’s meetings and other 
activities. We appeal to YOU to help us build the Council’s 
membership in your organization, in your community. 

Why is this important? Because by awakening America to 
full consciousness of the great importance of Africa's place 
in world affairs at this time, we can deepen and strengthen 
the American people’s struggle for world peace. 

Africa is today a top-priority area for the colonial plunder- 
ers and exploiters, for the war-schemers. The diplomats speak 
of “development” and “welfare schemes” and “security” 
measures. But the truth is only too clear — if we will but 
look, if we will but listen to the people of Africa. 

America will look, will listen, will ACT, — IF the message 
and program of the Council on African Affairs can be 
brought home to many thousands of people in schools, 
churches, trade unions and other organizations throughout 
the country. 

The Negro people in the United States, in the West Indies, 
in Panama, are victims of the same oppressors, of the same 
imperialism and racism which trample on the rights, on the 
very lives of the 150,000,000 people of Africa. It is the Coun- 
cil’s job to strengthen the bonds of unity between Negro 
peoples in this hemisphere and in Africa in their common 
struggle for freedom, and to strengthen the ties between these 
millions of Negroes and all the millions of progressive white 
Americans in a united fight for democracy and peace. 

It requires a strong organization rooted among the masses 
of the people to do this job. We ask your help in making 
the Council that kind of organization. 

Regular membership in the Council is $2 and includes a 
subscription to New Ajfrica. A group plan of $1 memberships 
is open to organizations. Other memberships of $10, $25 and 
$100, to help carry forward the Council's work, are also 
available and entitle donors to special services. 

LET US BUILD THE COUNCIL AND UNITE IN SUP- 


PORT OF AFRICAN FREEDOM AND WORLD PEACE!: 
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STELLE M. OSBORNE, Treasurer ° 


W. A. HUNTON, tary 


Council Leunches Mass Membership Drive, Americans Must Demand Just Decision on 


Italian Colonies in Interest of Peace 


»To understand what lies behind the American plan for the 
disposition of the former Italian colonies as proposed to the 
U. N. General Assembly by John Foster Dulles on April 6, 
it is only necessary to recall a New York Times dispatch of 
November 26, 1948: 

“Considerations of military strategy that were discussed 
and decided on at a meeting of high military officers in 
bras dea about two weeks ago have determined the at- 
titude that the United States delegation here has adopted on 
the question of the Italian colonies, diplomatic circles said 
today,” the 7'imes reported. 

Mr. Dulles’ proposal for dividing Libya, Italian Somali- 
land, and part of Eritrea between Great Britain and Italy 
represents an attempt toward promoting the war plans em- 
bodied in the North Atlantic Pact by reinforcing the colonial 
cae of Africa by two of America’s Atlantic Pact 
allies. 

The U.S. formula ,. “sents a cynical repudiation of the 
war-time promise ~ lf-determination ior all peoples in 
favor of the mainte: ance of U.S. bases and Anglo-American 
military control in North and East Africa. 


Provocation for African Revolts 


Moreover, adoption of the U.S. formula will mean giving 

prevocmen for lia ghiers revolts in Africa. Bloody clashes 
ave already occurred between Somalis and Italians, with 

42 Italians and 11 Somaelis being killed on one occasion. 
Nevertheless, the U.S. proposes to hand back Italian Somali- 
land to the Italians. 

The British Military Administration, which was and is re- 
sponsible for “maintaining order” in the ex-Italian territories, 
offered Jame excuses for its failure to prevent the Somali- 
Italian riots, and likewise for its negligence and delay in 
halting the terrible anti-Jewish pogrom in Tripolitania in 
1945. But the same British administration has not hesitated 
in ordering the shooting down of Eritreans and Somalis who 
defied British orders, and has not been negligent in suppress- 
ing their demands for self-rule. 


Peoples’ Demands Must Be Granted 

The Council on African Affairs calls upon the American 
people and their organizations to give full support to the 
demands which the peoples’ movements in the former Italian 
colonies have voiced for Libyan independence, for reunion 
of Eritrea with Ethiopia, and for a free and united Somali- 
land, embracing all the Somali nation which has been carved 
up under British, French, and Italian rule. 

Mr. Dulles proposed that the western portion of Eritrea 

(Continued on next page) 
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Colonial Peoples and the Fight for Peace 


[From the address by Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois at the meeting in Madison Square aaa 
Garden in New York City, March 27, attended by 20,000 people, which culminated 
the Conference for World Peace called by the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions. ) 


T HERE arises before this Conference the plight and cause of the vast 
majority of mankind who are not white. These colored races, the 
Chinese, Japanese, Indians and Indonesians; the peoples of Africa, 
many of those of South America and most of those of the Caribbean, 
with fifteen million Negroes of the United States — these are the major- 
ity of mankind whose condition and future are the crucial test of the 
attitude of those peoples who today demand mastery over the world. 

Secluded for the most part in colonies or dominated areas, they 
have been enslaved and insulted, kicked in the teeth and used for the 
rape and exploitation of the British, French, Dutch, Belgian, Spanish, 
Portugese and Italian Empires. . 

This great America, this vast and rich land around you is built on the slavery, 
toil and degradation of Africans; here until well into the second half of the nine- 
teenth century they were sold like cattle. And New York did not stop at picketing 
abolitionists; they tarred, feathered and killed them. Today in this Tend. we have 
risen from the dead not to full manhood and citizenship but to the place where 
we can at least stand and yell our own protest. 


Jim Crow in America 

We thank the America that helped us, but we know well that unless we had 
helped ourselves, we would still in New York City be exactly where our brothers 
are in Mississippi, where I ride in Jim-Crow cars and would be kicked out of any 
hotel or public library. When such a nation arrai Russia, all that I, with the 
best will, can remember is that the Soviet Union state of all modern nations has 
prohibition of race and color discrimination written into its fundamental law; 
and that unlike similar words in our Constitution, their law is enforced. 

I saw the birth of the League of Nations and I sat in San Francisco when the 
United Nations was born. In both instances, I worked and pled for the darker 
peoples, particularly those in imperialist colonies. We got mandates at Geneva 
which meant nothing; we got trusteeships at San Francisco and there again a 
determined blocking of all real meaning of colonial freedom by the effort of Great 
Britain and the United States and the sole opposition of Russia. Again, in the 
Marshall Plan the nations helped are the colonial imperialists and no colored 
people unless, like Chiang Kai Shek, they are puppets of world-exploiting investors. 


Colonial Peoples on the Move 

I tell you, people of America, the dark world is on the move! It wants and will 
have freedom, autonomy and equality. It will not be diverted in these fundamental 
rights by dialectical splitting of political hairs. 

We know what the Atlantic Pact proposes for the protection of colonial serfs 
of European imperialists. We know why Italy has been pronece Ethiopia’s ter- 
ritory by the Department of State. We know why the President of the United 
States goes fishing when the Charter of Negro American Rights is laughed to death 
by Democrats and Republicans, and lynching and disenfranchisement go merrily 
on. We know all this and so does every dark man on earth. 

The white race may, if it will, tax itself into poverty, and arm itself for suicide, 
but the vast majority of mankind will march on and over them to freedom and 
selfrule! 

But this catastrophe is the last which we of the darker world wish or will. We 
have no time for revenge or for sneering at white men’s tragic mistakes. What we 
want is a decent world, where a man does not have to have a white skin in order 
to be a man. Where poverty is not a means to wealth, where ignorance is not 
used to prove race superiority, where sickness and death are not part of our 
factory system. 

And all this depends first on world peace. Peace is not an end. It is the gate- 
way to real civilization. With peace, all things may be added! With war, we de- 
stroy even that which the toil and sacrifice of ages have builded. 
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An informal recention was given by the Council on African 
Affairs in honor of Dr. R. E. G. Armattoe, African anthro- 
pologist and historian, during his attendance at the Cultural 
end Scientific Conference for World Peace held in New 
York last month. Shown with Or. Armattoe (left) are Dr. 
W. E. B. DuBois and Dr. W. A. Hunton. 


Italian Colonies (cont'd) 


he sliced off and handed over to Britain 
as part of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 
The Council opposes any such partition- 
ing of Eritrea. The entire territory be- 
longs to Ethiopia and is essential for 
her economic and national security. 


As for Libya and Italian Somaliland, 
short of immediate granting of their 
popular demands, the only just solution 
is the establishment of a joint trustee- 
ship of all the major powers for the 
two territories, specifically limited to 5 
years duration, following which inde- 
nendence will be guaranteed. 


Further, all military bases in Libya 
— and elsewhere in colonial Africa — 
should be immediately brought under 
the jurisdiction of the U. N. Security 


Council. To by-pass this agency means 
to kill the United Nations. 


Let the People’s Voice Be Heard 


There is still time for democratic 
America to make its voice heard on 
this matter, Immediately and up to the 
very last minute before the UN General 
Assembly takes a final vote on this vital 
question, telegrams and letters protest- 
ing against Mr. Dulles’ proposals and 
urging @ just solution of the Italian 
colonies question — in keeping with the 
principle of selj-determination for all 
colonial peoples and in harmony with 
the goal of world peace — should be 
sent to the U.S. Delegation to the United 
Nations, 2 Park Avenue, New York, to 
President Truman and Secretary of 
State Dean Acheson, and to metropoli- 
fan newspapers. 
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Paul Robeson in Britain 


The concert tour on which Paul 
Robeson is at present engaged in Bri- 
tain has been something akin to a 
triumphal procession. . . . 

The middle of March saw his first 
appearance in London for over ten 
years when he sang to a packed Royal 
Albert Hall. The large audience fortu- 
nate enough to hear him on that oc- 
casion was no more enthusiastic than 
that which crowded into the relatively 
small hall of the Friends’ House a week 
later to hear him speak on “Racialism 
in South Africa.” Judging by the num- 
ber of those who failed to gain admis- 
sion, the largest hall in London would 
have been necessary to accommodate all 
who wanted to hear him speak. 

Speaking to a hushed, attentive audi- 
ence made up of people of many colors, 
Paul Robeson described himself as a 
representative of “the other side of 
America.” He attributed to the men of 
privilege, largely to be found in the 
United States but having their support- 
ers in other countries as well, the Plame 
for the present dangerous state of the 
world. Denouncing as hypocrisy the 
claim of the reactionaries to be the 
guardians of free institutions, he made 
an impassioned plea for real freedom 
everywhere. 

“This looks like my last tour here 
for quite a long time,” said Paul. “This 
‘s no time to go about the world singing 
pretty songs. I want to use my voice like 
tonight with you.” 

Turning to the question of Africa, 
now under new and heavy pressure 
from the neo-imperialists, he declared: 
“I am passionately proud of m African 
people. Throughout the world the op- 
pressed peoples are struggling for free- 
dom. China has found freedom; so must 
we. We are prepared to change the 
world peacefully, but if you challenge 
us... .” The rest of the sentence was 
lost in thunderous applause. 

Together with Dr. Y. M. Dadoo, 
South African Indian leader, and Rev. 
Michael Scott, champion of the Herero’s 
cause, Robeson blasted South Africa’s 
fascist racism. He saw the logical con- 
sequence of Dr. Malan’s “apartheid” 
policy as the confinement of the eight 
million Africans of that country in huge 
concentration camps where they would 
be left to starve to death. 

Paul’s singing of the “Song of the 
Warsaw Ghetto” and his recitation of 
Langston Hughes’ “Freedom Train” 
concluded a stirring evening. 

—Desmond B , London 
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Land-Hunger in East Africa—Warning of Impending Famine Given; 
But Colonial Powers in U. N. Veto Giving Africans More Land 


In Africa, as in all colonial countries, the cry for more land in order to provide 
for local subsistence needs is one of the most urgent demands of the native peoples. 
By bribery, trickery, and outright seizure, white settlers and foreign corporations 
have taken for themselves vast tracts of the Africans’ lands. With the present im- 
perialist drive for “development” of African resources, the land problem is be- 


coming increasingly acute. 

The gravity of the situation is hi hlighted in a recent memorandum prepared 
by the Council of the Kenya Branch of the British Medical Association. The memo- 
randum sets forth the following observations: 

Until about 20 years ago — in places until even later — African life was in 
most respects y, disciplined, ordered and dignified. There existed a high 
degree of mental and mor health and of social contentment. ‘This full life was 
based on a free supply of land. 

Today the situation has changed, largely owing to the acute shortage of land 
for the maintenance of a rapidly increasing population. In the past 50 years the 
population of many areas in East Africa has oubled. Alongside this increase there 

as occurred a catastrophic deterioration in the fertility of the land. To obtain 
the barest living from it has become increasingly difficult and in some places all 
but impossible. 

The disproportion between the productivity of the land in East Africa under 
present conditions and the size of the population which that land will be required 
to support in another 10 or 20 years is such that, failing increased productivity 
or large imports of grain, killing famines are likely to occur and recur. 

The Memorandum quotes from the report of an investigating sub-committee 
on Social Welfare appointed by the Kenya Government in 1945: “. . . poverty of a 
massive and grinding nature, assessed by modern standards, is at present the most 
outstanding feature of African society almost everywhere in the Colony... . 
Furthermore, such poverty in many areas and for at least 10 years past has been 
increasing and is still increasing.” 

What UN Mission Found in Tanganyika 


When the UN Trusteeship Council’s Visiting Mission was in Tanganyika last 
year it heard numerous comp aints from Africans about their lack of adequate land, 
The Tanganyika African Association declared that there was a “ 
in the minds of all Africans that soon no land will be available for them.” 
The Arusha Tribal Council said that their area was extremely crowded and 
hemmed in on all sides by Europeans who occupied too much land. 

The Tanga District Native Council stated thats‘the increasing numbers and 
size of (sisal) estates (in this district sgarouses anxiety among the increasing Native 
population as regards the apparently diminishing habitable land.” 

There are six million Africans in Tanganyika. Europeans, less than two-tenths 
of one per cent of the population, hold about thirty per cent of the total land under 
cultivation. 


ing 


Recommendations for Return of African Lands 


In its report the Trusteeship Council’s Visiting Mission recommended: (1) all 
mission lands not now directly required for churches, hospitals, schools or other 
necessary social or religious services should be returned to the Africans; (2) that 
European colonization should be curtailed; (3) that all ex-German estates should 
come under African ownership, preferably on a co-operative basis; and (4) that 
the administering Authority should be requested to make full annual reports on 
all land transactions in Tanganyika. 

As might be expected, these recommendations and the report as a whole have 
been violently attacked by the white settlers in Tanganyika and colonial investors 
in Britain. 

In the Trusteeship Council on March 24 the colony-holding powers — the 
United States, Britain, France, Belgium, Australia, and New Zealand —voted as 
one against the appeals of Tanganyika Africans for more land, as well as against 
their own Visiting Mission’s proposals, defeating a resolution submitted by the 
representative of the Soviet Union asking the British administration of Tanganyika 
to return to the Africans all lands alienated and held by non-Africans. 

The colonial powers may be able to order things to suit themselves in the 
United Nations. But can they continue indefinitely to do the same in Africa? Have 
they learned nothing at all from Asia? 
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Council Supports West Indian 
Fight Against H. R. 199 


Joining with the United Caribbean 
American Council and other organiza- 
tions, the Council on African Affairs has 
protested to the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee and President Truman against the 
clause in Bill H.R. 199, as passed by 
the House of Representatives despite the 
vigorous fight waged against it by Con- 
gressmen Adam Powell, Jr. and Vito 
Marcantonio, stating “That not more 
than one hundred? persons born in any 
one colony or other dependent area shall 
be chargeable to the quota of its govern- 
ing country in any one year.” 

This restrictive provision on immigra- 
tion into the United States applies to 
the peoples of the African and Carib- 
bean colonies, and is thus plainly a man- 
ifestation of racial discrimination. This, 
of course, is fully consistent with the 
action of the Congressional Poll Tax-Re- 
publican alliance in shamefully scuttling 
the Civil Rights program, with President 
Truman’s do-nothing acquiescence. 

H.R. 199 would work the most serious 
hardships upon the peoples of the Car- 
ibbean. Freedom from colonial serfdom 
is the one sure weapon against the op- 
pressive discrimination represented by 
this Bill ,and such freedom the Carib- 
bean peoples have demanded. 


For West Indian Freedom 

In a recent issue of “Jamaica Arise!” 
Richart Hart, Secretary of the Caribbean 
Labor Conference, has pointed out why 
the British Government rejects this de- 
mand. Referring to Creech Jones’ recent 
veto of the Trinidad people’s advance to- 
ward responsible government he says: 


“It is not very difficult to see what 
has motivated the Colonial Office. Im- 
perialism is, despite recent protestations 
to the contrary, still very much alive. 
Trinidad’s valuable dollar-earning oil 
industry places her in the same position 
as Malaya where the dollar-earning re- 
sources are rubber and tin. Indonesia 
and Indo-China are in an exactly similar 
predicament vis-a-vis the Dutch and 

rench. In these days of growing colon- 
ial determination to nationalize indus- 
tries of basic importance and to estab- 
lish wider trading relations, imperialism 
is taking no chances. 

“The strength of the united protest 
from our organizations throughout the 
Caribbean on this issue will indicate 
whether or not we are awakening be- 
fore it is too late.” 

Similarly, on the immediate issue of 
H.R. 199 there is urgent need for an 
effective united protest by all organiza- 
tions in America that are opposed to Jim 
Crowism and colonialism. 





Protest Kenya’s Ban 
Of “New Africa” 


A letter of protest has been sent to the Bri- 
tish Ambassedor to the United States in Wash- 
ington, Sir Oliver Shewell Franks, by the Sec- 
tetery of the Councit on Africen Affairs, de- 
mending an explanation of the action the Gov- 
ernment of the British East African Colony of 
Kenya in benning copies of NEW AFRICA, 
the Council's monthly publicetion, from enter- 
ing the territory. 

In view of the fact that no official notice or 
statement of grounds for this action has been 
received, the Council's letter stated, "the Kenya 
Government's action can only be regerded as 
en example of the arbitrary censorship prac- 
ticed by colonial regimes in their efforts to 
maintain an iron curtain between their colonial 
subjects and the outside world." 

A progressive South African newspaper, the 
GUARDIAN, two newspapers published in In- 
dia, end the London LABOUR MONTHLY have 
also come under the Kenya ban. In @ recent 
issue of NEW AFRICA prominence was given 
to the petition presented to the United Ne- 
tions by the Kenya African Union, citing the 
lack of political rights and the extreme social 
and economic hardships suffered by the five 
million Africens in Kenya. 

If you feel that the Council is justified in 
protesting Kenya's ban of NEW AFRICA, won't 
you also write to the British Ambassador in 
Washington? And get your organization to do 
likewise, sending us copies of cummunications. 


NIGERIA — The government’s campaign of 
repression continues. Last month six men, 
all members of the National Council of Ni- 
geria and the Cameroons, the popular move- 
ment for self-government headed by Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, were sentenced by the Supreme 
Court to prison terms at hard labor ranging 
from 6 months to 21, years. They were found 
guilty of sedition for making statements, at 
a public meeting, allegedly designed to incite 
the people against the British government. 
e 


GOLD COAST — The special committee of 
African leaders and chiefs appointed to make 
recommendations for constitutional changes, 
as a result of the findings of the commission 
which investigated the causes of the Gold 
Coast riots of a year ago, found its terms of 
reference so circumscribed by the Colonial 
Office’s instructions, that it decided it could 
do nothing worthwhile and so passed the buck 
back to the Governor. 


e 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA — Upholders of 
white cultural supremacy are still trying to 
explain away the African origins of the great 
Zimbabwe ruins of Rhodesia. The latest at- 
tempt is that of a Swiss antiquarian, M. Raoul 
Gerald, who advances the hypothesis, pub- 
lished in Southern Rhodesian newspapers, 
that “in days gone by, one or more white 
people came to Zimbabwe from the Mediter- 
ranean, Babylonia, India, or even China, were 
accepted as wise rulers by the Bantu tribes, 
and imposed on them their higher civiliza- 
tion.” M. Gerald is sure of only one thing — 
that they were white people. 


Council on African Affairs, Inc. 
23 West 26th Street 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Subscription to NEW AFRICA -—- $1 4 yr. 
Membership, including subscription — §2 





The Bamangwato Build 
For Their Future 


Khama, the great king of the Bamang- 
wato, the foremost tribe of Bechuana- 
land in Southern Africa, always hoped 
to establish higher education in his 
country, and encouraged his people to 
share his hopes. Under his son, Mshekedi, 
who succeeded to the regency in 1925, 
the idea was carried forward. 

Following delays caused by the de- 
pression and then the war, fund-raising 
on an organized basis began two years 
ago, architectural and educational plans 
were made, and just over a year ago they 
started building their school. Despite 
heartbreaking setbacks, the first pupils 
were enrolled early this year. 


The most noteworthy feature of this 
school is the proof it provides of the 
benefits deriving from communal effort. 
A pastoral people living typical peasant 
lives, illiterate to a great extent, in a 
territory that is arid and gasping for 
irrigation, the Bamangwato have suc- 
ceeded in a period of scarcely one year 
in raising the, for them, tremendous sum 
of £100,000 ($400,000) and in furnish- 
ing all the unskilled labor required for 
a magnificent building scheme. 


A levy of so many head of cattle, ac- 
cording to its population and the num- 
ber of cattle they possessed, was imposed 
upon each ward, or tribal grouping, and 
these cattle were sold in Bechuanaland’s 
two chief markets, Southern Rhodesia 
and the Union. Each ward also furnished 
the labor. 


A Modern School Plant 


The plan of the school is that it shall 
be a training-place in trades and tech- 
nical skills as well as a centre of purely 
academic instruction. 


The school is laid out in well-spaced, 
single-storied blocks, with plans for {fu- 
ture expansion. There are the main hall 
and dining-room, the classrooms, the 
workshops, the teachers’ residence, and 
the boys’ and girls’ separate residence. 
Each dormitory contains built-in cup- 
boards, sliding fly-screens, and excellent 
bath and shower-rooms. A reservoir and 
a dam are being built. Sewerage and 
electricity are included. 

Of a total African population of 307,- 
500 in Bechuanaland, the Bamangwato, 
who number 150,000, are entirely re- 
sponsible for the school. But the school 
will be open to all African children, even 
from other territories. Starting with 150 
pupils, plans are for expansion to take 
750. At present there are 147 primary 
schools in the country, and three mission 
schools, catering altogether for only 
about 5,000 children, 
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AFFAIRS 


YOU can help: 


Wake up America to what is happening 
today in Africa, a whole vast continent 
held in colonial subjection, the one con- 
tinent where undisguised imperialist dom- 
ination continues to hold sway. 


Smash the iron curtain of secrecy and 
double-talk with which the rulers of 
Africa have surrounded their schemes to 
intensify their exploitation and increase 
the misery of the people of Africa. 


Stop the new and gigantic Western Euro- 
pean-American plunder of Africa. 


Prevent American loans and guns from 


- being used to crush the freedom-struggles 


of the Africans, as they are being used 
against the Indo-Chinese, Malayans and 
Indonesians. 


There can be no real democracy for any American 
as long as Africa remains enslaved. 


UNITE IN SUPPORT OF AFRICAN 
FREEDOM AND WORLD PEACE! 


OF CONGRESS 





EUROPE’S RULERS EYE AFRICA 


“Western Europe especially is looking toward . . . 
Africa's agricultural and mineral resources . . . to 
provide (it) with a new source of food and new 
sources of raw materials.”—U.S. Armed Forces Talk 
260, AFRICA TODAY. 


“By one means or another, by hook or crook, the 
en of primary production of all sorts in 
the colonial territories . . . in far more abundant 
quantities than exist today . . . is a life and death 
matter for the economy of this country.”—British Cab- 
inet Minister John Strachey. 


“1am a great believer in the value of the African 
@s a contributor to the prosperity and security of the 
British Empire.”—Sir Miles Thomas, Chairman, British 
Overseas Airways Corporation. 


AND SO DO AMERICA’S RULERS 


“On the one side are the indispensable economic 
requirements of the British peoples, and on the other 
the tenaciously held theories of the Americans who 
make no secret of their determination to ‘bust wide 
open’ the markets of the Empire.”—EAST AFRICA 
AND RHODESIA (Oct. 16, 1947), London. 


“A multi-million-dollar British-American plan for 
development of Africa was unveiled today by Mar- 
shall Plan officials . . . Skilled American manpower, 
os well as dollars, would be used to help unlock 
huge deposits of natural resources in the African 
colonies . . .”—Associated Press dispatch, Washington, 
D. C., Feb. 11, 1949, 


“Africa now is bustling with the biggest boom in 
Its history . . . Feeding the boom, right now, Is the 
military planning df Europe and the United States. 
Africa Is to become a huge base for armed opera- 
tions Into Europe if trouble comes with Russia. Also, 
countries anxious to get at supplies of strategic war 
materials are willing to pay high prices to develop 
sources in Afriea.”—U.S. NEWS—WORLD REPORT, 
Feb. 27, 1948. 


BUT THE PEOPLE OF AFRICA SAY-— 


“lam convinced that at the back of the Ground- 
nut (East African peanut-growing) Scheme and the 
Colonial Development Corporation is a detailed plan 
for the creation of large-scale European settlements, 
and the ruthless exploitation of African resources and 
labor. In this plunder it is envisaged that American 
capital and technicians must be invited to join.”— 
A. Margai, Sierra Leone. 


“Economic freedom means the right of Nigeria to 
plan its economy in such a rational manner as fo en- 
sure employment and wholesome living for all; to 
industrialize the country by state action or by private 
enterprise; to exclude such monolithic economic 
groups as the United Africa Company . . . It is only 
a politically free Nigeria that can make an eco- 
nomically free Nigeria.”—NEW TIMES OF NIGERIA, 
Sept. 4, 1948. 


AND WHAT DO YOU SAY? 


As an American YOU have a responsibility for 
what happens in Africa today and tomorrow, because 


— you spend nationally over a billion dollars a 
year for candy made in large part from cocoa pro- 
duced by West Africans whose annual income is 
only $50; 


— you buy Lux, Lifebuoy, and other products of 
Lever Brothers, whose United Africa Company spans 
the whole of Africa like an octopus; 


— sixty per cent of all U.S. gold imports and ninety 
per cent of gem diamond imports come from South 
Africa, dug by black workers living under fascist 
tyranny; 


— American corporations are opening up or ex- 
tending their operations in every section of the 
continent; 


— YOU are poying for vast quantities of Africa's 
metal ores, including Belgian Congo uranium, to be 
amassed in American stockpiles of atomic bombs 
ond wor materials; 


— YOU are paying the cost of maintaining foreign 
litical and military domination over the 150 mil- 
flon native people of Africa. 


THE COUNCIL'S PROGRAM 


The Council on African Affairs supports the 
African people's fight to achieve: 


© democracy, political power, and independence; 
e land rights that have been stolen from them; 


e freedom from labor exploitation and monopoly 
profiteering; 


e a balanced economic development under their 
own control; 


e social and cultural advancement. 


it is the function of the Coundi: 


© to disseminate authoritative information concern- 
ing Africa and its people; 


© to promote American assistance to the struggles 
of the African masses; 


e to foster closer ties between Negro, labor and 
other democratic forces in America, and the Afri- 
can people's progressive movements; 


@ to seek the strengthening of the United Nations 
and full utilization of its powers toward the ad- 
vancement of African ead other subject peoples; 


© to combat imperialism in all its forms and moni- 
festations in order to establish world peace. 


The most effective answer that the Council on Afri- 
can Affairs and its friends can make to the new 
imperialist offensive, to the war hysteria and witch- 
hunting of our day, is work and more work, effort 
and more effort to rid the world of oppression, ex- 
plottation and slavery. 


The most effective answer is ORGANIZATION. 


The Council on African Affairs therefore seeks the 
widest membership among all sections of the Amer- 
ican people. 


We appeal to you to become a member 
of the Council and to get others to join. Our Mem- 
bership Drive slogan is — Every Member Get a 
Member. 


dad 
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WHAT LEADERS IN AFRICA SAY 
ABOUT THE COUNCK’S WORK 


“The African members of the Natives Representa- 
tive Council wish to express their appreciation of the 
service which the Council on African Affairs is ren- 
dering to the cause of African freedom by its firm 
stand on the question of the incorporation of South 
West Africa and the policy of the Union toward its 
non-European nations. Your Council has our full 
support.”—Z. K. Matthews, Chairman, Caucus of 
Natives Representative Council, South Africa. 


“Your monthly publication ‘New Africa’ has been 
most informative and your pamphlets on the South 
African question have assisted us greatly in our cam- 
paign to win world opinion for our cause. We sin- 
cerely appreciate your help.”—J. N. Singh, Secretary, 
South African Indian Congress, Durban, South Africa. 


“The knowledge that we have friends at the other 
end of the Atlantic is comforting and inspiring in our 
struggle for freedom from want and heartless ex- 
ploitation.”“—A. A. Adio-Moses, Secretary-General, 
Trades Union Congress of Nigeria. 


“We endorse the views of the Council on African 
Affairs and hope that the rulers of the Colonial 
peoples will see the wisdom of its recommendations.” 
—The West African PILOT, Lagos, Nigeria. 


“Your recent denunciation of South Africa's in- 
capacity to rule South West Africa, etc., has appear- 
ed in a section of the West African press. Accept 
our congratulations on your noble stand for the 
Cause of African Freedom.”—W. O. Essuman, Editor, 
THE GOLD COAST TODAY. 


“I have watched your movement grow from strength 
to strength. It is good for the race that you in the 
United States have taken up our cause to let the 
world see our sores.”—Dr. J. B. Danquah, Elected 
Member, Gold Coast Legislative Council. 








CONGRESS 


The COUNCIL ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS, Inc. 
23 West 26th Street New York 10, N. Y. 
MUrray Hil 3-6209 


PAUL ROBESON W.E.DUBOIS W.A.HUNTON 
Chairman Vice Chairman Secretary 


ESTELLE M. OSBORNE -- LOUISE T. PATTERSON 
Treasurer Director of Organization 


The Council on African Affairs, founded in 1937, 
is an independent, private, non-profit organization 
supported by its members and contributors and the 
sale of its publications. 


The Council sponsors conferences and public meet- 
ings on African and colonial problems, and encour- 
ages the promotion of such educational programs 
by Council members in communities throughout the 
country. 


Inquiries regarding the organization's publications 
and activities, library facilities and other services — 
and regarding the Council’s $1 group membership 
plan — are welcome. 


Fill out and mail the coupon below 
with your dues today. 


Council on African Affairs, Inc. 
23 West 26th Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Council on African 
Affairs and forward my membership card. 


Enclosed is my check (or money order) for: 


$2: regular membership annual dues, including 
subscription to New Africa 


$10 : contributing membership annual dues 
$25 : sustaining membership annual dues 
$100: life membership 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 1949 


'WHITE FEARS WORST 


New Deal 


_———— en —n— OO eee A eG 


BY WALTER WHITE 
Hecretary, National Association for the Advancement ef Colored Poople 


WASHINGTON — The issues of the former Italian and 
Dutch colonies in Africa, Indonesia and Southwest Africa are 
a tragic example of the old French saying that “The more the 
change, the more it is the same thing.” 


The venerable Count Carlo Sforza hurried to the United 
States a week before the signing of the North Atlantic 
Treaty to announce, following an hour's conference with 
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, that Italy is united in 
demanding the return of her former African colonies. 


Count Sforza and John Foster Dulles. as the United States 
representative opening the debate on dispositicn of the former 
Italian colonies, have apparently forgotten i¢ ils Laid 
that Article 23 of the Treat:’ of Peace with 
Italy of Feb. 10, 1947 unequivocally states: 
“Italy renounces all right and title to the 
Italian territorial possessions in Africa, i.e., 
Libya, Eritrea and Italian Somaliland.” 9 


ITALY DEMANDS a of these 
colonies to relieve “population pressure.” But 
during the nearly 60 years of Italian owner- 
ship of these colonies, citizens of Italy re- 
fused to migrate there. 


Italy contends that recovery of her 
war-shattered economy depends upon 
obtaining the natural resources and labor of the native 
populations of Eritrea, Libya and Somaliland. But the 
fact is that it cost Italy more than $50 miliion annually to 
administer the colonies because of the miserable ineffi- 
clency of the Italians as colonial administrators. 

There is not the slightest evidence that Italy can do any 
better job of administration and development in the future 
than she did in the past. 

Who will pay the price? It will be the American taxpayer. 
The present Italian economy is shored up almost entirely by 


zoe t 





White 


the Marshall Plan. It is quite certain that even more American 
dollars will have to be given to Italy to pay the cost of her 
colonial ambitions. 


The sheer impudence of the Dutch and Italians in tell- 
ing the United States, upon whom their present economy 
and existence largely depend, that they would not join 
the North Atlantic Pact unless they could have their 
imperialist way in Indonesia and Africa is Incredible. 

Even more incredible is the demand by those two and other 
nations for arms simultaneously with the signing of the treaty. 





on Colonies Brewing? _, 


e 
SUCH UNSEEMLY HASTE immediately raises the ques- 


tion and a suspicion about whom these weapons will be used 
against. Will the Dutch use theirs against the Indonesians? 
Will the Italians use theirs against the Somali who have served. 
notice upon the UN that restoration of Italian rule will never 
be tolerated ? 
Will the French use theirs in Indo-China? What guar- 
antees will a trusting and possibly gullible United States 
exact that these tools of war will not be so used? 


But even if the American economy could afford the tre- 
mendous cost in dollars and material, there is even greater 
folly in the proposal to distribute the colonies among Italy, 
Great Britain, Franee and Ethiopia. 

Faith in the United Nations and the United States is low 
enough as it is among white peoples of the world. It is lower. 
among the two-thirds of the people of the world who are not 
white and especially those who are the victims of colonial 
exploitation. 

The course proposed in the former Italian colonies is being 
watched anxiously and cynically throughout Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. [If the plan now being considered by the UN 
is adopted, it is probably that hope among colonial peoples of 
material change in their status will be totally destroyed. It will 
onan them to Communist propaganda as would no other pro- 

ure, 


——— 
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Letters to The Times 





Policy for Africa 


Italian Trusteeship Opposed, 
U. N. Supervision Urged 


The writer of the folowing letter is 
executive secretary of the Africa Com- 
mittee of the Forcign Missions Conjfer- 
ence of North America. 








To 1u8 Eptron or Tus New Yoru Trupe: 
Your editorial on April 9, Mrs. 
McCormick's column on April 11 and 
other material you have published seem 
te me, following travel and discussiop 
in recent weeks in this country, to re- 
flect the feeling many Amcricans have 
of wanting some better proposal for 
the former Italian colonies than that 
now being made by our Government. 
You call this latter “an old-fashioned 
settlement,” thercby remaining gentle- 
manly and mild, even though critical, 
about a proposal whieh retains two of 
the worst basic features of the world’s 
worat colonial experience: (a) that the 
victors seize the spoils (with the re- 
verse English twist here that Italy 
becomes a “victor,” although it was in 
reality the first loser in World War II, 
besides being the first armed and 
shooting aggressor, in Ethiopia in 1935, 
in the Western development of that 
war); and (b) that every principal 
reason given for that settlement is 
rooted in political, economic and mili- 
tary ground outside the colonies them- 
selves, their people and their needs. 
The particular “old-fashioned vettle- | 
ment” arrived at last week at Lake 
Success bears little trace of the spirit 
of the U. N. Charter, of the venture- 
some trustecship proposals. It is 
straight out of the Eighteen Eightics, 
with a kind of modern cellophane 
wrapping, tinted with trusteeship and 
international responsibility phrases, 
through which one may sce clearly the 
form and content of the proposal. The 
powers began the fabrication of this 
proposal in 1945--a long time ago 
when measured in water over the dam. 


Outmoded Colonial Polley 


The Charter's adoption: the trustee- 
ship operations; the draft declaration 
of human rights; ERP, OEEC, ECA; 
the Palestine agreement; Europe's 
twelve-power actions; the North Atlan- 
tic Pact; the Fourth Point's challenge 
for world aid to underdeveloped areas 
—these and other things have left 1945 
very far away indeed. Great risk is 
involved in all of them. But for the 
needy and politically powericas peoples 
of these four African areas we propose 
essentially only the pattern and think- 
ing of 1880-1945. 








I 


In thig four-colony matter the Gen- 
eral Assembly for the first time has 
before it something in which its deci- 
sion will be not merely a recommenda- 
tion but will be binding on the four 
powers involved. It is an important 
test of the General Assembly. Two- 
thirds of its members can presumably 
assure the application of any of the 
present old-fashioned proposals. . 

I¢ they do it seems likely they will 
atrike a blow at the spirits and hopes 
of many million “underdeveloped” peo- 
ples of the world. those hoping 
millions await is not a blow, it is a 
boost. Their spirits are already low 
enough. 

But the General Assembly can lower 
them atill further if it wishes. These 
millions—not alone those in the four 
colonies—cannot physically resist at 
this time. But their determination to 
resist, their preparation to resist, can 
be greatly atrengthened. For some ex- 
pected immediate advantage to Weat- 
ern European solidarity and safety, a 
solidarity and a growing safety which 
have advanced over four hard years to 
their present stage without the need of 
colonial expansion, we risk our confi- 
dence and solidarity with millions of 
people of color everywhere. 

Is the daring thinking and acting 
into which Western Europe has now 
felt itsclf forced and led to be for it 
alone? Are the statements its leaders 
are newly making about the strategic 
and economic dependence of a ynited 
Europe on: Africa not to be matched by 
a new united approach in Africa? 


A United Africa ‘ 


The precedent - making discussions 
which began on April 13 in the Gen- 
eral Assembly on religious and hu- 
man rights in Hungary and Bulgaria 
brought forth from Benjamin V. Cohen, 
on behalf of the United States, this 
paragraph reported in your paper to- 
day, in which I have twice inserted 
“Africa” in brackets: 

“The question is not what happened 
in Eastern Europe (Africa) béfore and 
during the war. The question is what 
is happening there now. If there were 
error in not recognizing sooner the en- 
croachment on human rights in Europe 
{Africa} before the war, let us not re- 
peat that error now.” 

John Foster Dulles, who had the task 
ot putting the old-line proposals of the 
United Statcx before the General As- 
sembly, has sevcral times said, publicly 
and privately, that calculated risks 
must be taken for peace, az indeed they 
sre always taken in war. For peace in 
Africa and among ali under-advantaged 
peopics everywhere, calculated risks 
must be taken. 


—_ 


The four powers submitting to U. N. 
their disagreements on the former Ital- 
jan colonies and the General Assembly 
in ite first chance at decisive action 
should freshly consider such calcu- 


lated riaks in Africa in the cause of jus-. 


tice, understanding and peace. One 
such calculated risk would be: 

(a) A real international approach 
to the administrative and technical-aid 
program needed in all four areas, under 
the aegis of the trusteeship department 
of U. N., or, if required, under a spe- 
cialized agency set up for the purpose. 
This international solution was exam- 
ined in the 1945 atmosphere and was 
rejected. But the 1949 atmosphere 
and realities are measurably different. 
Other large queationa sre being exam- 
ined and decided in the light of 1949, 


African intereats should have similarly 
enlightened treatment. 

The fact that today’s proponent of 
international administration is Russia 
and the assumption that Russia would 
be a participant in any international 
administration—these considerations 
constitute a steep, high obstacle. 

Mrs. McCormick has pointed out that 
any administration in which Russia 
participates is practically deadlocked 
from the start. Yet I join her, your 
other editorial spokesman and a good 
many others, I believe, in urging a 
fresh and realistic approach. It should 
not be spineleasly agreed that no really 
progressive move is possible in this 
firat test decision of the Gencral As- 
sembly, affecting several million under- 
privileged people directly and many 
more milliions indirectly. 

(b) The second suggestion in this 
calculated risk seems to me calculated 
somewhat to reduce the risk: that 
Ralph J. Bunche be drafted to head this 
international undertaking. His services 
in the Near ast are clear to many who 
may not know that his earliest over- 
seas interests and actions were in and 
concerning Africa. He is a man who 
in his person, experience, vision and 
ability might contribute signally in this 
difficult test problem of the world’s 
new and uplifting role in Africa. 

Eory Ross. 

New York, April 13, 1949: 
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